
 

A Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against                             

an ungodly | people,* 

from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me  
 

C I love the LORD, because | He has heard* 

my voice and my pleas for | mercy. 

 

Because He inclined His | ear to me,* 

therefore I will call on Him as long | as I live. 

 

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol  

laid | hold on me;* 

I suffered distress and | anguish. 

 

Then I called on the name | of the LORD:* 

“O LORD, I pray, deliv- | er my soul!” 

 

For You have delivered my | soul from death,* 

my eyes from tears, my feet from | stumbling. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.. 
 

A Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an  

ungodly | people,* 

from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me! 
 

(Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: Psalm 43:1) 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people 

that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Old Testament – Jeremiah 31:31–34 

 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not like 

the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them 

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33But this is 

the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34And no 

longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 

‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 

greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 

remember their sin no more.” 

 

Gradual 

Choir: “Come, Let Us Fix Our Eyes on Jesus” Kenneth T. Kosche 

 

Epistle - Hebrews 5:1–10 

 Every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on 

behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He 

can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset 

with weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his 

own sins just as he does for those of the people. 4And no one takes this 

honor for himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 

 5So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but 

was appointed by him who said to him, 

“You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 

 after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 

with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he 

learned obedience through what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, 

he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10being 

designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
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Gospel Verse of the Day – (Stand) (Sung) 

C  Return to the LORD, your God, for 

He is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love, and abounding in steadfast 

love 

 

The Holy Gospel – John 12:20-33 

Now among those who went up to 

worship at the feast were some 

Greeks. 21 So these came to Philip, 

who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, 

and asked him, "Sir, we wish to see 

Jesus." 22 Philip went and told Andrew; 

Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, 

"The hour has come for the Son of 

Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

into the earth and dies, it remains 

alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
25 Whoever loves his life loses it, and 

whoever hates his life in this world will 

keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone 

serves me, he must follow me; and 

where I am, there will my servant be 

also. If anyone serves me, the Father 

will honor him. 27 "Now is my soul 

troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, 

save me from this hour'? But for this 

purpose I have come to this hour. 28 

Father, glorify your name." Then a 

voice came from heaven: "I have 

glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 
29 The crowd that stood there and 

heard it said that it had thundered. 

Others said, "An angel has spoken to 

him." 30 Jesus answered, "This voice 

has come for your sake, not 

mine. 31 Now is the judgment of 

this world; now will the ruler of 

this world be cast out. 32 And I, 

when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all people to 

myself." 33 He said this to show 

by what kind of death he was 

going to die. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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A Biblical, Confessional and Traditional congregation in the  Chicago 
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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 10, 2024 

The Divine Service of Holy Communion 

Page 203 

 

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today.  You 

have joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the 

Lamb, to be served by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and 

the administration of the Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace 

there are no Christians and there is no Church!  Therefore the entire Liturgy places 

God at center stage as He acts towards His people through the Word and 

Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is why the Liturgy is called 

“Divine Service” - it is God’s Service to His people!  This service reaches its 

fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar. 

 

Dear Visitors and Friends: 

The congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed 

to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If 

you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a communicant 

member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune 

this morning.  Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer 

about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of 

this congregation.  It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our 

careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a 

hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to 

appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning 

this precious gift. We do invite those who are not a member of the LCMS 

to come to the altar for a blessing. If you would like a blessing, as you 

kneel at the altar, please cross your arms so that your right hand is on 

your left shoulder and left hand is on your right shoulder.  God bless you 

for Your understanding. 


