
Introit 

A  Come and hear, all you who | fear God,* 

 and I will tell what he has done | for my soul. 
 

C  Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;* 

 sing the glory of his name; give to him | glorious praise! 
 

 Bless our God, O | peoples;* 

 let the sound of his | praise be heard, 

 

 who has kept our soul among the | living* 

 and has not let our | feet slip. 
 

 Blessèd | be God,* 

because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his 

steadfast | love from me! 
 

     Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

     as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

A  Come and hear, all you who | fear God,* 

 and I will tell what he has done | for my soul.  
     (Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16) 

 

Collect of the Day 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that 

we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding 

accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

First Reading – Acts 10:34–48 

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 

right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, 

preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 
37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning 

from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the 

country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him to 

appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as 

witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 

the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To 

him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 44While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all 

who heard the word. 45And the believers from among the circumcised 

who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 

Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them 

speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can 

anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for 

some days. 

 

Gradual  

A Christ has risen | from the dead.* 

 God the Father has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 

 he has put all things un- | der his feet. 

 

Epistle – 1 John 5:1–8 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By 

this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 

obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4For 

everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is 

the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that 

overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 

of God? 

 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the 

water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who 

testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 
8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 
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The Holy Gospel – John 15:9–17 

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved 

me, so have I loved you. Abide in my 

love.10If you keep my commandments, 

you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. 11These things I have 

spoken to you, that my joy may be in 

you, and that your joy may be full. 

 12“This is my commandment, that 

you love 

one 

another 

as I have 

loved 

you. 
13Greater 

love has 

no one 

than this, that someone lays down his 

life for his friends. 14You are my friends 

if you do what I command you. 15No 

longer do I call you servants, for the 

servant does not know what his 

master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, for all that I have heard from 

my Father I have made known to you. 
16You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your 

fruit should abide, so that whatever 

you ask the Father in my name, he 

may give it to you. 17These things I 

command you, so that you will love 

one another.” 

 

The crucified and risen Lord Jesus is with His Church through the 

word of His apostles, who “are witnesses of all that he did.” He was 

anointed by God “with the Holy Spirit and with power,” and “he went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,” 

and so He was with those whom He sent “to preach to the people” 

(Acts 10:38–42). The Holy Spirit is bestowed on those who hear that 

apostolic preaching, who are “baptized in the name of Jesus Christ,” 

so that “everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name” (Acts 10:43–44, 48). For as He came by the water 

of His Baptism, even to the blood of His Passion, so the Spirit testifies 

to the truth with “the water and the blood” in the apostolic ministry 

of the Gospel (1 John 5:6–7). By these means, Christ Jesus speaks to 

us, that His joy may be in us and that our “joy may be full.” For this 

purpose, He appointed the apostles to “go and bear fruit” in order to 

make known His divine friendship to us (John 15:11, 15–16). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today.  

You have joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of 

the Lamb, to be served by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word 

and the administration of the Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of 

Grace there are no Christians and there is no Church!  Therefore the entire 

Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His people through the 

Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is why the 

Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God’s Service to His people!  This service 

reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar. 
 

Dear Visitors and Friends:   The Easter message "He Is Risen" would mean 

nothing to us unless our gracious God had provided the means by which we 

each may receive the blessings earned for us by Christ's death and 

guaranteed by His resurrection.  The ways God brings the forgiveness Jesus 

earned for us on the cross is through the Holy Scriptures, Absolution, 

Baptism, and the Lord's Supper! As we celebrate this Sacrament, we also 

humbly acknowledge the Bible’s concern for doctrinal oneness by those 

who receive it together.  

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

have agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed 

Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a 

communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not 

commune this morning.  We do invite those who are not a member of the 

LCMS to come to the altar for a blessing. If you would like a blessing, as you 

kneel at the altar, please cross your arms so that your right hand is on your 

left shoulder and left hand is on your right shoulder.  God bless you for 

Your understanding. 


