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A BIBLICAL, CONFESSIONAL AND TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION IN THE CHICAGO REGION
COMMITTED TO MINISTERING TO SINNERS
WITH THE FORGIVING PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
JANUARY 10, 2021

" DIVINE SERVICE "
Setting 1

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today. You have
joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served
by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy
Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no
Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His
people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is
why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service"” - it is God's Service to His people! This service
reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.




“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). Then, as “the
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2), God spoke His
Word: “Let there be light,” and there was light” (Gen. 1:3). In the same way, “the
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ” (Mark 1:1) brings about the new creation
through the waters of Baptism by the same Word and Spirit of God. When John
the Baptist came, “proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,”
Jesus also came “and was baptized by John in the Jordan” (Mark 1:4, 9). Although
He had no sins of His own, He took His stand with sinners in His Baptism and took
the sins and mortality of the world upon Himself. He was baptized into His own
death, by which the heavens are opened and the Spirit is given to us. God the
Father is well pleased with His beloved Son and raises Him from the dead. As we
share His Baptism and are “united with him in a death like his” (Rom. 6:5), we also
share His resurrection unto “newness of life” (Rom. 6:4).

Prayer before Worship

Gracious Lord, we give thanks that in Holy Baptism we receive forgiveness of sins,
deliverance from death and the devil, and eternal salvation. As we ponder our
Lord’s baptism this day, bless us continually by Your Word and Spirit that we may
faithfully keep the covenant into which we have been called, boldly confess our
Savior, and finally share with all Your saints the joys of eternal life; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation

designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made

designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1). The
second Gospel begins and ends with Jesus Christ. These words have
been considered as the title of the entire book. Notice that no verb
appears in this sentence.
Mark’s Gospel is a Gospel of action. Mark is concerned with the deeds
of Christ. This is apparent from the very beginning, when the Gospel
roars in the wilderness of faith and life. Mark announces and introduces
John the Baptist, who, in the wilderness, with no concern for his well-
being, introduces the Mighty One. Jesus is the only one worthy of
bringing into Baptism both water and the Spirit. “I have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit” (1:8).
John the Baptist appears on the scene as the first voice (1:3). He is the
one to set the stage, certainly for all of Christ’'s ministry, but also for
our text, the Baptism of Jesus. John the Baptist's preparatory mission is
preaching repentance for the forgiveness of sins. He was called to
convict and make all accountable for their sins. He called people to
acknowledge before God that they were lost so that they could prepare
for the coming of Jesus Christ and receive grace from him through their
own Baptism.

R.C.H. Lenski




" PREPARATION X

HYMN OF INVOCATION
5%6 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized
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gain what-ev - er Old Ad-am and his sin de-stroyed And

for us suf - fered. For here the flood of His own blood Now

gifts He gives to ev - ry - one Bap-tized in - to ChristJe - sus!
in - ward from the high-est good, You con-stant-ly de - nied Him.
all our sin - ful selves em-ployed Ac - cord-ing to our na - ture.
makes us ho - ly, right, and good Be - fore ourheav’'n-ly Fa - ther.

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift
And give God thanks forever!
It gives the power to uplift
In all that you endeavor.
When nothing else revives your soul,
Your Baptism stands and makes you whole
And then in death completes you.

6  Souse it well! You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess
His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Tune: Public domain



INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20

The sign of the cross (%) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS 7 John 1:8-9

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.




¥ SERVICE OF THE WORD X

Introit Psalm 2:7-11, 12¢; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a

Psalm 2 is a prophecy of Christ, that He would suffer, and through His suffering become King and
Lord of the whole world. ... This psalm also contains the promise that those who believe in the true
King will be blessed. This psalm flows from the First Commandment, in which God promises to be our
God, who will help us in every trouble and will work all good for us—just as He has, through Christ,
delivered us from sin, death, and hell and brought us to eternal life.

[Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 17]
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Behold my servant, whom | | uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.

I will tell of | the decree:*
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today | have be- | gotten you.

Ask of me, and | will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.

You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”

Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.

Serve the | LORD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling,

for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blesséd are all who take ref- | uge in him.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen..

Behold my servant, whom | | uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.



Kyrie Mark 10:47

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray
to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

(Sung) Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29

(P} Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
(Sung) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22
(P] The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.

P} Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him
Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized
in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of
everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters. * And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.
4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.
> God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* )4 ~—
Extol him, all | peoples! %‘H‘M
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*
bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!!

Epistle Romans 6:1-11
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means!
How can we who died to sin still live in it? * Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? * We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. ® For if we have been united with
him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. ®* We
know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought
to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. ’ For one who has died has
been set free from sin. ® Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. °® We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him. ' For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but
the life he lives he lives to God. "' So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and
alive to God in Christ Jesus..

(P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Alleluia and Verse (Sung) John 6:68
Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Mark 1:4-11
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
(sung) Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. > And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to
him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ® Now John
was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and
wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than |, the
strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. ® | have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." ° In those days Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. ® And when he came up out
of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him
like a dove. " And a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you | am
well pleased.".

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(sung) Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Sit
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406 To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord
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5 To His disciples spoke the Lord,

“Go out to ev'ry nation,

And bring to them the living Word
And this My invitation:

Let ev'ryone abandon sin
And come in true contrition

To be baptized and thereby win
Full pardon and remission

And heav'nly bliss inherit.”

6 But woe to those who cast aside

This grace so freely given;

They shall in sin and shame abide
And to despair be driven.

For born in sin, their works must fail,
Their striving saves them never;

Their pious acts do not avail,
And they are lost forever,

Eternal death their portion.

7 All that the mortal eye beholds

Is water as we pour it.

Before the eye of faith unfolds
The pow'r of Jesus’ merit.

For here it sees the crimson flood
To all our ills bring healing;

The wonders of His precious blood
The love of God revealing,

Assuring His own pardon.

Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Tune: Public domain

Sermon
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Stand

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

After each petition: After the final petition:
(P) let us pray to the Lord: ... one God, now and forever.
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Offering (You may place your offering in the plates in the back of the nave as you
are leaving.)

Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19

(Sung) What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the
Lord.
| will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

" SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT "X

13



Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136

(P} The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.
(Sung) We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
(Sung) It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary............cc......... evermore praising You and
saying:
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

(Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He = who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
14



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

(P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My - blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(Sung) Amen.

Agnus Dei (Sung) John 1:19
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit

Dear Visitors and Friends: EPIPHANY means “manifestation” or “appearance”. It is a season which
highlights many of the epiphanies of God in human flesh (to the wise men, at His Baptism, His
miracles, His transfiguration). It is a season which also sets forth Christ as the light of the world and
mission outreach to all peoples. As Christ manifests Himself today in the Lord’s Supper, His
forgiveness empowers us to walk in His light and witness of Him to a world sitting in darkness.
God's Word teaches that doctrinal unity is central to the common reception of the Lord's Supper

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow
the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s
Supper and are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune this
morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and
about becoming a communicant member of this congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this
congregation that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a
hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high
regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your
understanding.

15



DISTRIBUTION hymns are sung as needed

600 Mark How the Lamb of God's Self-Offering
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Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
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Light from Light, The Lord of glo - ry, pow’r, and might.
Fa - ther’'s will And all His righ-teous-ness ful - fill.
heav’'n - ly dove, De - scend-ed on Him from a - bove.
His de - cree, “The one I love, who pleas - es Me.”

5 The Father's word, the Spirit's flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God's own choice, from Adam'’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

N8P e
% ’O'Takg and eat.
Take and drink.

17



404 Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered
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“Hear My Son, the One I love.”
Preach - ing mer - ¢y from the Cross
Son of God, sent to re - deem
0O - ver us the Cross You trace.

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069



Stand

DisMISSAL

P

The eating and drinking of your Savior’s sacred body and blood strengthen and
preserve you in the one true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart in the joy
of His Peace.

Amen.

Thank the Lord (Sung)
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

(Sung) Amen.

.I.

DEAD
TO SIN

ALIVE IN

CHRIST
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CLOSING HYMN

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here
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1 The star pro - claims the King is here; But, Her - od,
2 The east - ern sa - ges saw from far And fol - lowed
3 With - in the Jor - dan’s sa - cred flood The heav’'n - ly
4 And oh, what mir - a - cle di - vine, When wa - ter
A5 For this Thy glad e - piph - a - ny All  glo - 1y,
) # ; \ .
[ .Y I | | I I - Y | Y | I I ]
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.) . 1 1
why  this sense-less fear? For He who of - fers heav'n-ly
on His guid - ing star; And, led by light, to light they
Lamb in meek-ness stood That He, of whom no sin  was
red - dened in - to wine! He spoke the word, and forth it
Je - sus, be to Thee, Whom with the Fa - ther we a-
2 H#H - —1  — T i |
— i f o . pm— — H
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birth Seeks not the king - doms of this  earth.
trod And by  their gifts con - fessed their  God.
known, Might cleanse His peo - ple from their own.
flowed In streams that na - ture mne’er be - stowed.
dore, And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - more.

Text and tune: Public domain
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The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace alone through
faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism. Those places in

the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross ().
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