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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s 

House today.  You have joined with the seen and unseen host of 

God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served by the Triune God 

through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the 

Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no 

Christians and there is no Church!  Therefore the entire Liturgy 

places God at center stage as He acts towards His people through 

the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. 

That is why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God’s Service 

to His people!  This service reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s 

Supper or Sacrament of the Altar. 
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By His cross and resurrection, the Lord has swallowed up 

death forever, and by His Gospel He “will wipe away tears from 

all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from 

all the earth” (Is. 25:8). Therefore, “let us be glad and rejoice in 

his salvation” (Is. 25:9). On the mountain of the Lord of hosts 

— in His Church on earth, as in the kingdom of heaven — He 

has made “for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-

aged wine” (Is. 25:6). It is the royal “wedding feast” of the Son 

of God, “and everything is ready” (Matt. 22:1, 4). Thus, His 

servants are sent into the highways and byways to invite and 

gather as many as they find, “both good and bad,” to fill the 

wedding hall with guests (Matt. 22:8–10). In Holy Baptism, He 

clothes them all in the “wedding garment” of His own perfect 

righteousness (Matt. 22:11). Therefore, “do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God,” 

and “rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4–6).   
 

 

Prayer before Worship 
 

Most gracious God, we give thanks for the joy and blessings 

that You grant to husbands and wives. Assist them always by 

Your grace that with true fidelity and steadfast love they may 

honor and keep their marriage vows, grow in love toward You 

and for each other, and come at last to the eternal joys that 

You have promised; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

P designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor 

C designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation 
 designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made 

 designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza 
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  PREPARATION   
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20 

 

The sign of the cross () may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C Amen.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; 32:5 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor 

sinful being. 
 

HOLY ABSOLUTION John 20:19-23 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, 

by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace 

of God unto all of you, and in 

the stead and by the command 

of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the 

 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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  SERVICE OF THE WORD   
 

Introit Isaiah 61:10; antiphon: Psalm 146:2 
 

The 146th psalm is a psalm of thanks. It teaches at the same time that one 

should trust in God and not in princes, as the abominable world, flesh, and 

blood do. For God is the only one who can truly help in all kind of need, and 

He helps so that it can really be called helped. Human help is so uncertain 

and does not last. For we ourselves do not know the length of our life 

 

[Reading the Psalms with Luther, pp. 348-349] 

 
 

A I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 
 

C I will greatly rejoice | in the LORD;* 

my soul shall exult | in my God, 
 

for he has clothed me with the garments of sal- | vation;* 

he has covered me with the robe of | righteousness, 
 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful | 

headdress,* 

and as a bride adorns herself | with her jewels. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.. 
 

A I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 

 

KYRIE — Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 

C (sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS — Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C (sung) And on earth peace, good will 

toward men. 

 We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we 

worship Thee, 

 we glorify Thee, we give thanks to 

Thee, for Thy great glory. 

 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

 That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. 

 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 

mercy upon us. 

 For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

 Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

  art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

SALUTATION  and  COLLECT OF THE DAY 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (sung) And with thy spirit. 
 

P Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal 

with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness 

of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C (sung) Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 

rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged 

wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering 

that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will 

swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 

faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
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for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, "Behold, this is our 

God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we 

have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation." 
  

A   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

“I Am Jesus Little Lamb” The Dobbs Children 
 

Epistle Philippians 4:4-13 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 

is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and 

heard and seen in me- practice these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you.  I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived 

your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no 

opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 

whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and 

I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 

secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things 

through him who strengthens me. 

  

P    This is the Word of the Lord. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA John 6:68 
 

C (sung) Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 22:1-14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-Second chapter. 

C (sung) Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, "The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king 

who gave a wedding feast for his son, 

and sent his servants to call those 

who were invited to the wedding 

feast, but they would not come. 

Again he sent other servants, saying, 

'Tell those who are invited, See, I have 

prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 

fat calves have been slaughtered, and 

everything is ready. Come to the 

wedding feast.' But they paid no 

attention and went off, one to his 

farm, another to his business, while 

the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The 

king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and 

burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, 

but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and 

invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.'  And those servants went 

out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. 

So the wedding hall was filled with guests.  "But when the king came in to 

look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And 

he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 

garment?' And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 

'Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few 

are chosen." 

 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C (sung) Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 

the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Sit 

 

510 A Multitude Comes from the East and the West 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
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Stand 

 

OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12 

 

C (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from Thy presence, 

  and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 

  and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

OFFERING (YOU MAY PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE PLATES IN THE    

BACK OF THE NAVE AS YOU ARE LEAVING.)  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

After each petition: After the final petition: 

 

P let us pray to the Lord: … one God, now and forever. 

C Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

 

  SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   

 
 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (sung) And with thy spirit. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C (sung) We lift them up unto the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C (sung) It is meet and right so to do. 
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PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…………………… evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS — Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

C (sung) Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 

 Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory; 

 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is He, blessed is  He, blessed is  He 

  that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

 

P Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, 

  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver  us from evil. 

C (sung) For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PAX DOMINI — The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C (sung) Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI — Lamb of God John 1:29 

 

C (sung) O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

 that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

 that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

 that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

 Amen. 

Sit 

 

Dear Visitors and Friends:  As the first Christians devoted themselves to 

the Lord’s Supper, they also devoted themselves to the Apostles’ Doctrine 

(Acts 2:42).  The two went hand in hand.  As we devote ourselves to the 

Lord’s Supper today, we also want to be faithful to the Apostles’ Doctrine.  
 

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

have agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed 

Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a 

communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not 

commune this morning.  Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor 

Zimmer about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant 

member of this congregation.  It is the sincere prayer of this congregation 

that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not 

be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead 

you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word 

concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

DISTRIBUTION hymns are sung as needed 
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830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 
636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 

 

 

 

6   Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

     Rouse to action heart and mind; 

     Let the gath’ring nations all 

     See Your light and heed Your call. 



15 

 

 

 
 

5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 

    Peace beyond all understanding, 

    Joy into all life expanding: 

Humbly now, I bow before You; 

Love incarnate, I adore You; 

    Worthily let me receive You 

    And, so favored,  never leave You. 
 

6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 

    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 

    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 

At Your feet I cry, my maker, 

Let me be a fit partaker 

    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 

    For our good, Your glory, given. 
 

7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 

    On the cross for me to languish 

    And to die in bitter anguish, 

To forego all joy and gladness 

And to shed Your blood in sadness. 

    By this blood redeemed and living, 

    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 
 

8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 

    By Your love I am invited, 

    Be Your love with love requited; 

By this Supper let me measure, 

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 

    Through the gift of grace You give me 

    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
Tune and text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
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Stand 

DISMISSAL 
 

P The eating and drinking of your Savior’s sacred body and blood 

strengthen and preserve you in the one true Christian faith unto 

life everlasting. Depart in the joy of His Peace. 

C Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS — Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32 
 

C (sung) Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 

   according to Thy Word, 

  for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

  which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, 

  a Light to lighten the Gentiles 

   and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

  world without end. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 

 

P Oh, give thanks unto the Lord for He is good, 

C (sung) and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C (sung) Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

SALUTATION  and  BENEDICAMUS 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (sung) And with thy spirit. 
 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C (sung) Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you 

peace. 

C (sung) Amen, amen, amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
 

923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

 

  SOLI DEO GLORIA   
 

Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012379. 

Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of 

Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

The Lutheran Church has always retained ceremonies that support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace 

alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance 

of Holy Baptism. Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with 

a cross (). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Blessed are those who are invited 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

Revelation 19:9 
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See to it that here you exercise and strengthen your faith, so that 

when you are sorrowful or when your sins press you and you go 

to the sacrament or hear mass, you do so with a hearty desire for 

this sacrament and for what it signifies. Then do not doubt that 

you have what the sacrament signifies, that is, be certain that 

Christ and all his saints are coming to you with all their virtues, 

sufferings, and mercies, to live, work, suffer, and die with you, and 

that they desire to be wholly yours, having all things in common 

with you. If you will exercise and strengthen this faith, then you will 

experience what a rich, joyous, and bountiful wedding feast your 

God has prepared for you upon the altar. Then you will 

understand what the great feast of King Ahasuerus signifies 

[Esther 1:5]; and you will see what that wedding feast is for which 

God slew his oxen and fat calves, as it is written in the gospel 

[Matt. 22:2–4]. Then your heart will become truly free and 

confident, strong and courageous against all enemies [Ps. 23:5]. 

For who will fear any calamity if he is sure that Christ and all his 

saints are with him and have all things, evil or good, in common with 

him? So we read in Acts 2[:46] that the disciples of Christ broke 

this bread and ate with great gladness of heart. Since, then, this 

work is so great that the smallness of our souls would not dare to 

desire it, to say nothing of hoping for it or expecting it, therefore 

it is necessary and profitable to go often to the sacrament. For if 

you doubt, you do God the greatest dishonor and make him out 

to be a faithless liar; if you cannot believe, then pray for faith, 

 

+ Martin Luther + 

 


