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The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
Rev. David C. Zimmer - Pastor
S
A Traditional, Liturgical, Biblical congregation in the Chicago Region committed
to ministering to sinners with the forgiving presence of Jesus Christ.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Welcome to our Congregation. Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone! These were the shouts of the
reformers 500 years ago as they began a movement, not to begin a new church, but to reform, and correct
the erroneous teachings that had crept into the church during the Middle Ages. The basic question of the
Reformation was, "Are we saved by grace alone through faith in Christ Jesus?” or "Must we do our part in
order to be saved?” Martin Luther stated that there is no way to answer this question other than by the
true inerrant Word of God given to us by God through he Holy Apostles. There we find that the answer is
clear and unalterable: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 4:28) and for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. (Romans
3:23-24). When Jesus Christ suffered and died on the cross, His message was clear: “It is Finished!"” There
is nothing we can do to attain heaven. Jesus has done it all. May God bless you this day as you hear His
Holy Word that works, strengthens and sustains the faith of all believers by the Holy Spirit.

Dear Guests, this Congregation Practices Closed Communion. The congregations of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed
Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord's Supper and are not a communicant member
of this congregation or a congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully
ask that you not commune this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer
about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this congregation. It is the
sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord's
Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to
appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. We do
invite those who are not a member of the LCMS to come to the altar for a blessing. If you
would like a blessing, as you kneel at the altar, please cross your arms so that your right hand
is on your left shoulder and left hand is on your right shoulder. God bless you for Your
understanding.




Please rise and face the Processional Cross

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
(P] In the name of the Father and of the *¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I'said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You allmy | "When I urge you to go
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended || to confession, I am
You and justly deserved Your temporal and | simply urging you to
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for || be a Christian.”
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You (Large g:;?g;‘t‘:::‘;‘:;
of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the ’
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, THE OFFIGE OF THE KEYS
as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Service of the Word
Thy Strong Word
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, A6

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim,

Throats that shout the hope that fills us,

Mouths to speak Thy holy name.

Alleluia, alleluia!
May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
Alleluias without end!

God the Father, light-creator,
To Thee laud and honor be.
To Thee, Light of Light begotten,
Praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
Glory, glory be to Thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
Praise the holy Trinity!
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Kyrie
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

(P) Letus pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us
steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us
against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Sit

A Christian must be well armed, grounded, and
furnished with sentences out of God’s word, that
so he may stand and defend religion and himself
against the devil, in case he should be asked to
embrace another doctrine. -~ Martin Luther




First Reading
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Stand

Augustine, Ambrose, and
Jerome held nothing at all of
purgatory. Gregory, being in
the night-time deceived by a
vision, taught something of
purgatory, whereas God
openly commanded that we
should search out and
inquire nothing of spirits,
but of Moses and the
prophets.

- Martin Luther

Revelation 14:6-7

Romans 3:19-28
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. For by works of the law no
human being will be justified in his sight, since
through the law comes knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousness of God has been
manifested apart from the law, although the Law and
the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, and are justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation

by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time,

so that he might be just and the justifier
of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Then what becomes of our boasting?
It is excluded. By what kind of law? By
a law of works? No, but by the law of
faith. For we hold that one is justified by
faith apart from works of the law.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Wherefore it ought to be the first concern
of every Christian to lay aside all
confidence in works and increasingly to
strengthen faith alone and through faith to
grow in the knowledge, not of works, but
of Christ Jesus, who suffered and rose for
him.
Martin Luther
Freedom of the Christian
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The Gospel Procession

On Reformation and other High Feasts of the Church Year it is customary for the Gospel to be read from
the midst of the Congregation. This is the confession of the Church that the Word made flesh is truly
present with His Church according to His promise given to the Office of the Holy Ministry, "The one
who hears you hears me” As the Organ plays the introduction to the following hymn, please stand and
direct your attention to the cross and the Holy Scriptures as they are carried into the midst of the
Congregation.

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

for Paul fairly screams, as it were, that sins are freely forgiven for Christ’s
sake. He says, “We are justified by his grace as a gift” (Rom. 3:24) “in order
that the promise may be guaranteed” (Rom. 4:16). That is, if the promise were
conditional on our works, it would not be guaranteed. If the forgiveness of
sins were given on account of our works, when would we know that we had
attained it, when would a terrified conscience find a work that it thought

adiuate to ilacate the wrath of God? i i i i i




Holy Gospel John 8:31-36
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8" chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.
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So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples, *?and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” **They
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is
a slave to sin. ¥The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.
3830 if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
| |
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

He who will have, for his master and king, Jesus Christ, the Son of the Virgin,
who took upon himself our flesh and our blood, will have the devil for his
enemy.

= Martin Luther

To make the way smoother for the unlearned—
for only them do I serve—I] shall set down the
following two propositions concerning the
freedom and the bondage of the spirit:

A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all,
subject to none.
A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of

all, subject to all.
Martin Luther
Freedom of the Christian
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Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
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Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church

Luther is forever the practical theologian
and lays down a procedure for the Christian
who has no interest in prayer. First he
should pray the Lord's Prayer and then he
should be prepared to throw every possible
slander against Satan. Where there is no
desire to pray, there the heart is hardened
against God.

Offering
Offertory
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“The Reformation matters because it calls us back,
again and again, to the sufficiency of Christ and the
centrality of His Word and Sacraments.”

Rev. Dr. David Scaer 11|Page




Service of the Sacrament

Dear Guests of our congregation, this congregation practices Closed Communion. Please read our
statement concerning this practice on Page 2 of this Service Folder

Stand

Preface

The Lord be with you.
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@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.

75‘
| 1HEE
QL
| 1HEE
L 1000

(@ ]

It is meet and right so to do.

(P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus
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Who then can comprehend the riches and the
glory of the Christian life? It can do all things
and has all things and lacks nothing. It is lord
over sin, death, and hell, and yet at the same
time it serves, ministers to, and benefits all
men.

Martin Luther
Freedom of the Christian

“The blessed Reformation is nothing else
than the mighty act of God by which He
restored the treasure of His Gospel to the
Church.”

C.F.W. Walther

13|Page



Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, But those who refuse to
hallowed be Thy name, learn, are to be told that
Thy kingdom come, they are denying Christ
Thy will be done on earth and do not belong to Him.

as it is in heaven; They are not to be
give us this day our daily bread; admitted to the
and forgive us our trespasses Sacrament, accepted as
as we forgive those sponsors at Baptism, or
who trespass against us; allowed to exercise
and lead us not into temptation, Christian liberty in any
but deliver us from evil. way.

For Thine is the kingdom Preface to the Small Catechism

and the power and the glory Martin Luther

forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is My I«
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me."

Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Sit

Distribution

us Thy peace. men,
The greatest mistake parents can make is to indulge
their children and make every kind of provision for
their physical wants and temporal needs while
neglecting to provide for their souls. If parents
cannot or will not make such provision, they should

seek out those who will.
Martin Luther

For a person not to prize highly the Sacrament
is tantamount to saying that he has no sin,
no flesh, no devil, no world, no death, no

danger, no hell.
Preface to the Small Catechism - Martin Luther

The members come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ
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Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall
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—t | | |
L \..-JU' [ ] I:J 1§I. 1 =
curse  de - scends, And o - ver all God's wrath im - pends.
in - fant breath And  reap its fruits of  woe and  death.
dark - ened  soul Seeks not nor finds its heav’n - 1y goal.
light, our  way, Our  on - 1y hope, our  on - 1y stay.
5 As by one man all mankind fell 6 We thank You, Christ; new life is ours,
And, born in sin, was doomed to hell, New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs.
So by one Man, who took our place, This grace our ev’ry way attend
We all were justified by grace. Until we reach our journey’s end.
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B¥u Grace I’m Saved

@EJJJFIHEIIHI

T

| By grace I'm saved, grace free and bound-less; My  soul, be-lieve and
2 By grace! None dare lay claim to mer - it; Our works and con - duct
3 By grace God's Son, our om - ly BSav-ior, Came down to earth to
4 By grace! This ground of faith s cer-tain; As  long as God 15

o \ .
> e e E e e e e
!J' III i il"—" ! | | | .

Fa]

doubt it not Why stag - ger at this word of prom -ise?
have no worth. God in His love sent our Re - deem - er,
bear our  sin. Was it be - cauwse of your own mer - it
true, it stands.  What saints bave penmed by in - spi - ra - tion,
O T T T i I I T —T1— N
ﬁ‘l ﬁl :-d-l fjl IF i"J‘ - 1! Fa 21 1 1 1 1 1| 1
t.] T L | T
Has Scrip-ture ev - er false-hood taught? No!  Then this word must
Christ Je - sus, to this sin - ful earth; His death did for our
That Je - sus died your soul to  win? No, it was grace, and
What in  His Word our God com-mands, Our faith in  what our
O - I T i T I — i |
e P = o o
Py T J 1 T

true e - main: By grace you too  owill  life ob - tain.
sins a - tone, And we are saved by  grace a - lone.
grace a - lone, That brought Him from His heav'n - ly throne.
God has done De - pends on grace— grace through His Son.

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble,
In tribulation’s furnace tried,
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble,
The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could | help and strength secure
If grace were not my anchor sure?

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise | rejoice;
For though | know my heart’s condition,
| also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since | am saved by grace alone.
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Our f£aith in Christ does not free us from works but from false
opinions concerning works, that is, from the foolish

presumption that justification is acquired by works.
Martin Luther

Freedom of the Christian

Stand
Dismissal

P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in the one,
true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart *I- in the joy of His peace.
Amen.

4 )

|1C the Son makes you frcc, no one can take that freedom away from

you; you have a freedom that is sure and lasting, Foritis (God that

justi{:ics, who is [He that condemns?

— John Chrgsostom

o
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Nunc Dimittis

f) # 1 |
P’ A D T | > |
L |
Lord, now  lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
9 ﬂu I | ‘ ‘ —
("9 —#— o — 1 ——
Py o= O o=
cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
f) H | | ‘
A P —— ! % ——
| fan il & ] 1 [ [ I J | - [
A3V T I I I I & ¥ A
o ] & O
which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
f) # [ . | | | L
p” A D | | I I | | | | | ) ]
i | | I | I % | | | I ] ]
o s i | -
a light to light-en the Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
f) 4 | .
o AL I | [ ) I |
: S e m— } o IO
=
peo-ple Is ra-el. Glo-ry be to the Father and
#ﬁﬁn 8 F‘ P | i | F — —1 1
g O e
to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
/) 4 | | .
A P ——— i i — —
| fan hal L8] = ] [ e [ J [ & [ [ [
ANV rr I | [ I & b = e [
Q) \ I ' ‘ e hd o
isnow, and ev-er shall be, world witheutend. A -men.

AT THE DIET OF WORMS IN 1521, MARTIN LUTHER WAS
COMMANDED TO RECANT HIS TEACHINGS. HE REFUSED, BECAUSE
HIS CONSCIENCE WAS BOUND TO THE WORD OF GOD. LUTHER'S
FREEDOM WAS NOT FREEDOM TO BELIEVE WHATEVER HE WISHED; IT
WAS FREEDOM TO STAND FIRMLY IN THE TRUTH OF GOD'S WORD.
AS JESUS SAYS, “IF THE SON MAKES YOU FREE, YOU WILL BE FREE
INDEED.”
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Thanksgiving
I

o}
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
() « | .
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

(P) Let us pray.

(P) We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

f) u | \
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Jn |

| JHAK

I
|
I
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G e *
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Salutation and Benedicamus

men.

f) u
p’ a1 :
@Q) P
P The Lord be with you.
fH # | | | |
e
- o
S ]
And with thy  spir - it.
e o
el
(Al  Bless we the Lord

T

[ Thanks be o God.

Hence the liturgy is to be
given the same place in the
life of a Christian as
models and plans have
among builders and
artisans. They are
prepared, notasa
permanent structure, but
because without them
nothing could be built or

made.
Martin Luther
Freedom of the Christian
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Benediction
o

At = —
F@—.Q) " o . e
g The Lord  bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
H s 8
o) o L4 o0
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and -+ give you peace.
Hu ‘ | | ‘
[ # T [ I I | [ [ I I i |
o \ I
A-men, a-men, a - men

We want to show first that faith alone makes a righteous
man out of an unrighteous one, thatis, that it receives the
forgiveness of sins.

The particle “alone” offends some people, even though
Paul says (Rom. 3:28), “We hold that a man is justified by
faith apart from works of law,” and again (Eph. 2:8, 9),
“It is the gift of God, not because of works, lest any man
should boast,” and again (Rom. 3:24), “They are justified
by his grace as a gift.” If they dislike the exclusive
particle “alone,” let them remove the other exclusive
terms from Paul, too, like “freely,” “not of works,” “it is
a gift,” etc., for these terms are also exclusive. We exclude
the claim of merit, not the Word or the sacraments, as our
opponents slanderously claim. We said earlier that faith
is conceived by the Word, and we give the highest praise
to the ministry of the Word.

Love and good works must also follow faith. So they
are not excluded as though they did not follow, but trust
in the merit of love or works is excluded from
justification. This we shall clearly show.

Apology of the Augsburg Confession Art. IV
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Martin Luther

From the beginning of my Reformation
| have asked God to send me neither

dreams, nor visions, nor angels, but to
give me the right understanding of His

Word, the Holy Scriptures; for as long
as | have God's Word, | know that | am
walking in His way and that | shall not
fall into any error or delusion.

AZ QUOTES

¥ SOLI DEO GLORIA =

Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012379. Scripture quotations
from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

The Lutheran Church has always retained ceremonies that support the Gospel—the good news that
we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include
making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism. Those places in the service where
Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross ().
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LUTHER SEAL

What does this mean?

Lxcenpts from Luther’s interpretation...

THE BLACK CROSS
IN A HEART

retains its natural color, so that I myself would
be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves
us. For one who “believes from the heart will
be justified” (Rom. 10:10). Although it is
indeed a black cross, which mortifies and
which should also cause pain, it leaves the
heart in its natural color. It does not corrupt
nature, that is, it does not kill but keeps alive.
*“The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17) but
by faith in the crucified.

shows that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace.
In other words, it places the believer into a
white, joyous rose, for this faith does not give

peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27).
That is why the rose should be white and not
red, for white is the color of the spirits and the
angels (Matt. 28:3; John 20:12).

THE SKY-BLUE FIELD

symbolizes that such joy in spirit and faith is a
beginning of the heavenly future joy, which
begins already, but is grasped in hope, not yet
revealed.

A GOLDEN RING

around this ficld is a golden ring, symbolizing
that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever
and has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite,
beyond all joy and goods, just as gold is the
most valuable, most precious and best metal.
This is my compendium theologiae [summary
of theology].

24|Page



