Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
Rev. David C. Zimmer – Pastor
  
A Traditional, Liturgical, Biblical congregation in the Chicago Region committed
to ministering to sinners with the forgiving presence of Jesus Christ.

The Festival of the Reformation

The Divine Service of Holy Communion
Welcome to our Congregation. Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone! These were the shouts
of the reformers 500 years ago as they began a movement, not to begin a new church, but to reform,
and correct the erroneous teachings that had crept into the church during the Middle Ages. The
basic question of the Reformation was, “Are we saved by grace alone through faith in Christ
Jesus?” or “Must we do our part in order to be saved?” Martin Luther stated that there is no way to
answer this question other than by the true inerrant Word of God given to us by God through he
Holy Apostles. There we find that the answer is clear and unalterable: For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 4:28) and
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:23-24). When Jesus Christ suffered
and died on the cross, His message was clear: “It is Finished!” There is nothing we can do to attain
heaven. Jesus has done it all. May God bless you this day as you hear His Holy Word that works,
strengthens and sustains the faith of all believers by the Holy Spirit.
Dear Guests, this Congregation Practices Closed Communion. The Sacrament of the Altar “is the
true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine for us Christians to eat and
drink, instituted by Christ Himself.” As we receive this Sacrament, the oneness of fellowship at the
Altar (I Corinthians 10:17) presupposes a oneness in doctrine with the Apostles (Acts 2:42). For this
reason the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical and
historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord's Supper and are not a
communicant member of this congregation or a congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
we respectfully ask that you not commune this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with
Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this
congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the administration
of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead
you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. Thank
you for your understanding.

Please rise and face the Processional Cross

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all
my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

"When I urge you to go
to confession, I am
simply urging you to
be a Christian.”
(Large Catechism, Brief
Exhortation, 32)

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office,
as a called and ordained servant of the Word,
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Oh! how great and
glorious a thing it is
to have before one the
Word of God! With
that we may at all
times feel joyous and
secure; we need never
be in want of
consolation, for we
see before us, in all its
brightness, the pure
and right way. He
who loses sight of the
Word of God, falls
into despair; the voice
of heaven no longer
sustains him; he
follows only the
disorderly tendency
of his heart, and of
world vanity, which
lead him on to his
destruction.
-Martin Luther

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And with your spirit.
P Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us
steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us
against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
A Christian must be well armed, grounded, and
furnished with sentences out of God’s word,
that so he may stand and defend religion and
himself against the devil, in case he should be
asked to embrace another doctrine.
– Martin Luther

First Reading

Revelation 14:6–7

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Epistle Reading

Romans 3:19–28

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks
Augustine, Ambrose, and
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
Jerome held nothing at all of
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
purgatory. Gregory, being in
accountable to God. For by works of the law no
the night-time deceived by a
human being will be justified in his sight, since
vision, taught something of
through the law comes knowledge of sin.
purgatory, whereas God
But now the righteousness of God has been
openly commanded that we
manifested apart from the law, although the Law
should search out and
and the Prophets bear witness to it— the
inquire nothing of spirits,
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
but of Moses and the
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for
prophets.
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
- Martin Luther
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show
his righteousness at the present time, so
that he might be just and the justifier of
Wherefore it ought to be the first concern
the one who has faith in Jesus.
of every Christian to lay aside all
Then what becomes of our
confidence in works and increasingly to
boasting? It is excluded. By what kind
strengthen faith alone and through faith
of law? By a law of works? No, but by
to grow in the knowledge, not of works,
but of Christ Jesus, who suffered and rose
the law of faith. For we hold that one is
for him.
justified by faith apart from works of
Martin Luther
the law.
Freedom of the Christian

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

The Gospel Procession
On Reformation and other High Feasts of the Church Year it is customary for the Gospel to be read
from the midst of the Congregation. This is the confession of the Church that the Word made flesh is
truly present with His Church according to His promise given to the Office of the Holy Ministry, "The
one who hears you hears me” As the Organ plays the introduction to the following hymn, please stand
and direct your attention to the cross and the Holy Scriptures as they are carried into the midst of the
Congregation.
849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

Holy Gospel

Matthew 11:12-19

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter.
P The Holy Gospel according to St. ________, the ________ chapter.

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law
prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.
15
He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 16 "But to what shall I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates,
17
"'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not
mourn.' 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.'
19
The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look at him! A glutton and
a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is justified by her
deeds."
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

He who will have, for his master and king, Jesus Christ, the Son of the Virgin,
who took upon himself our flesh and our blood, will have the devil for his
enemy.
– Martin Luther

To make the way smoother for the
unlearned—for only them do I serve—I shall
set down the following two propositions
concerning the freedom and the bondage of
the spirit:
A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all,
subject to none.
A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of
all, subject to all.
Martin Luther

Freedom of the Christian

Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit
656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God - Choir will sing Stanza #2

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand
Offertory

Sit
Offering
Stand
Prayer of the Church

Luther is forever the practical theologian
and lays down a procedure for the Christian
who has no interest in prayer. First he
should pray the Lord's Prayer and then he
should be prepared to throw every possible
slander against Satan. Where there is no
desire to pray, there the heart is hardened
against God.

Service of the Sacrament
Dear Guests of our congregation, this congregation practices Closed Communion. Please read our
statement concerning this practice on Page 2 of this Service Folder

Stand

Preface

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by
His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

Who then can comprehend the riches
and the glory of the Christian life? It
can do all things and has all things and
lacks nothing. It is lord over sin, death,
and hell, and yet at the same time it
serves, ministers to, and benefits all
men.
Martin Luther

Freedom of the Christian

Lord's Prayer
C
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

But those who refuse to
learn, are to be told that
they are denying Christ
and do not belong to Him.
They are not to be
admitted to the
Sacrament, accepted as
sponsors at Baptism, or
allowed to exercise
Christian liberty in any
way.

Preface to the Small Catechism
Martin Luther

The Words of Our Lord
P
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; this is
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me."
Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

The greatest mistake parents can make is to indulge
their children and make every kind of provision for
their physical wants and temporal needs while
neglecting to provide for their souls. If parents
cannot or will not make such provision, they should
seek out those who will.
Martin Luther
For a person not to prize highly the Sacrament
is tantamount to saying that he has no sin,
no flesh, no devil, no world, no death, no
danger, no hell.

Preface to the Small Catechism – Martin Luther

Sit
Distribution

The members come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Distribution Hymns
562 All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall

5

As by one man all mankind fell
And, born in sin, was doomed to hell,
So by one Man, who took our place,
We all were justified by grace.

6

We thank You, Christ; new life is ours,
New light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs.
This grace our ev’ry way attend
Until we reach our journey’s end.

Tune and text: Public domain

555 Salvation unto Us Has Come

5

Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled,
Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed
Which over us impended.

6

Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,
Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead,
Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.

7

Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”
No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,
And I shall never perish.

8

The Law reveals the guilt of sin
And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in
The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,
No comfort and no blessing.

9

Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;
And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.
For faith alone can justify;
Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.
O triune God in heav’n above,
You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blessèd name we hallow.
Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

APOLOGY OF THE
AUGSBURG CONFESSION
ARTICLE IV
John 8:36 says, “If
the Son makes you
free, you will be free
indeed.” Therefore
reason cannot free
us from our sins or
merit for us the
forgiveness of sins.
And in John 3:5 it is
written, “Unless
one is born of water
and the Spirit, one
cannot enter the
kingdom of God.”
But if we must be
born again through
the Holy Spirit, then
the righteousness of
reason does not
justify us before
God, it does not
keep the law.

Dismissal
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in the one,
true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart T in the joy of His peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis

Thanksgiving

P Let us pray.
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation and Benedicamus

Hence the liturgy is to be
given the same place in the
life of a Christian as
models and plans have
among builders and
artisans. They are
prepared, not as a
permanent structure, but
because without them
nothing could be built or
made.
Martin Luther

Freedom of the Christian

Our faith in Christ does not
free us from works but from
false opinions concerning
works, that is, from the
foolish presumption that
justification is acquired by
works.
Martin Luther

Freedom of the Christian

Benediction

645 Built on the Rock

Tune and text: Public domain

 SOLI DEO GLORIA 
Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012379. Scripture
quotations from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
The Lutheran Church has always retained ceremonies that support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy
Baptism. Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross ().

