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A BiBLICAL, CONFESSIONAL AND TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION IN THE
CHICAGO REGION COMMITTED TO MINISTERING TO SINNERS
WITH THE FORGIVING PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.

THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
NOVEMBER 15, 2020

" DIVINE SERVICE "=
Setting 1

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord's
House today. You have joined with the seen and unseen host of
God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served by the Triune God
through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the
Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no
Christians and there is no Church! Therefore, the entire Liturgy
places God at center stage as He acts towards His people through
the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation.
That is why the Liturgy is called "Divine Service” - it is God's Service
to His people! This service reaches its fulfillment in the Lord's
Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.




The Day of the Lord is "near and hastening fast,” and it will be
“a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation”
(Zeph. 1:14, 15). The Lord will search out and punish “the men
who are complacent” concerning His Word, “who fill their
master’s house with violence and fraud” (Zeph. 1:9, 12). Then
all their works and efforts will be for nothing: “Though they
build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them” (Zeph. 1:13).
But those who fear, love and trust in the Lord are “good and
faithful” stewards of His property (Matt. 25:21). They live by
faith in His free gift of forgiveness, and they multiply His goods
(n the loving forgiveness of their neighbor, and “the master of
those servants” settles His accounts with them by the gracious
reckoning of His Gospel (Matt. 25:19). Likewise, “God has not
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:9). Therefore, let us also “put on the
breastplate of faith and love” in our dealings with one another
(1 Thess. 5:8).

Prayer before Worship

Lord Jesus Christ, as once You shared in human toil and thus
hallowed the work of our hands, bless and prosper those who
maintain the industries and service sectors of this land. Give them a
right regard for their labors, and grant them the just reward for their
work that they may find joy in serving You and in supplying our
needs; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation

designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made

designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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¥ PREPARATION *H

HYMN OF INVOCATION

584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing
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Word re - ceiv-ing, Like a bar-ren field be found, Choked with
song, and sto - ry, Sav - ior, may Your voice be heard. Till our
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thorns and un-be - liev - ing, Shal-low earth or ston - y ground.

eyes be - hold Your glo - ry Give us ears to hear Your Word.
Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

Stand
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20

The sign of the cross (%) may be made by all in remembrance
of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the & Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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CONFESSION OF SINS 1 John 1:8-9

(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your

P Almighty God in His _“—
sake forgives you all your |

holy name. Amen. 5 < R
—"ll_, "N s
mercy has given His Son ' " A
to die for you and for His '
sins. As a called and ¢ |
ordained servant of X 'u.*, |
Christ, and by His A" 4 2 LU
authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father N et g
and of the * Son and of v
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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¥ SERVICE OF THE WORD "X

INTROIT Psalm 143:2, 5-6, 10-11; antiphon: Psalm 143:1

The 143rd psalm is a psalm of prayer. The psalmist prays for grace
and forgiveness of sins, in the terror of his conscience. ... But here the
psalm shows that grace provides deliverance, not the judgment
before which no one alive can stand. Of this all the ancient histories
and works of the Lord also give witness. For all of the holy patriarchs
of old placed their hope on God'’s love and grace, not on the judgment

[Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 339]
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Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!*
In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!

Enter not into judgment with your | servant,*
for no one living is righteous be- | fore you.

| remember the days of old; | meditate on all that | you
have done;*
| ponder the work | of your hands.

| stretch out my | hands to you;*
my soul thirsts for you like a | parched land.

Teach me to do your will, for you | are my God!*
Let your good Spirit lead me on | level ground!

For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!*
In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!*
In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness!
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Kyrie Mark 10:47

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

(Sung) Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29

P} Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on
earth.

(Sung) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and
Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for
Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive
our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the
Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22

(P} The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.
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(P] Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly
great and precious promises to those who trust in You. Dispel
from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in the light
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found
wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7-16

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the
LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. And on
the day of the LORD's sacrifice- "I will punish the officials and the
king's sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. On that
day | will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those
who fill their master's house with violence and fraud. "On that day,"
declares the LORD, "a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a walil
from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. Wail, O
inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who
weigh out silver are cut off. At that time | will search Jerusalem with
lamps, and | will punish the men who are complacent, those who
say in their hearts, 'The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’
Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though
they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant
vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them." The great day of
the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of
the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. A day of wrath
is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick
darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified
cities and against the lofty battlements.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5
These are the ones coming out of -
the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood | of the Lamb.
Blessed are those whose strength is | in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.

T
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Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need
to have anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are
saying, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will
come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day
to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of
the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not
sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or
asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage one another and
build one another up, just as you are doing.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse (Sung) John 6:68
Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14-30

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-Fifth
chapter.

(sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

"For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants
and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he
went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and
traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had
the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the
one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money.
Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to
me five talents; here | have made five talents more." His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over
a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master." And
he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me two talents; here | have made two talents more."' His
master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you over much. Enter into the joy of
your master." He also who had received the one talent came forward,
saying, 'Master, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did
not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so | was afraid,
and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours." But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant!
You knew that | reap where | have not sowed and gather where |
scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my
own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who
has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and
he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what
he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
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Hymn of the Day
5%8 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near
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1 The day is sure-ly draw-ing near When Je - sus,God’s a-noint-ed,
2 The fi - nal trum-pet then shall soundAnd all the earth be shak - en,
3 The booksare o-pened then to all, A rec - ord tru - ly tell - ing
4 Then woe to those who scommedthe Lord And sought but car - nal plea-sures,
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In all His pow - er shall ap - pear As  judge whom God ap-

And all who rest be-neath the ground Shall from their sleep a-

What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was

Who here de-spised His pre-cious Word And loved their earth - ly
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point - ed. Then fright shall ban - ish 1 - dle mirth, And flames on
wak - en. But all who live will in that hour, By God’s al-
dwell - ing, And ev - 'ry heart be clear-ly seen, And all be
trea - sures! With shame and trem-bling they will stand And at the

flames shall rav - age earth As Scrip - ture long has warned us.
might - y, bound-less pow’r, Be changed at His com-mand - ing.
known as they have been In  thoughts and words and ac - tions.
judg - e’s stern com-mand To Sa - tan be de - liv - ered.

5 My Savior paid the debt | owe
And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life | know
My name has now been written.
I will not doubt, for | am free,
And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!

6  May Christ our intercessor be
And through His blood and merit
Read from His book that we are free
With all who life inherit.
Then we shall see Him face to face,
With all His saints in that blest place
Which He has purchased for us.
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7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay,

But hasten our salvation;

We often tremble on our way

In fear and tribulation.

O hear and grant our fervent plea:
Come, mighty judge, and set us free

From death and ev’ry evil.

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life = everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4
After the final petition:

..one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering (YOU MAY PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE PLATES IN THE
BACK OF THE NAVE AS YOU ARE LEAVING.)

Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19

(Sung) What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits
to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will
call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the
name of the Lord.
| will pay my vows to the Lord now in the
presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of
you, O Jerusalem.

" SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT "

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136
(P] The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
(Sung) We lift them to the Lord.

®=

[P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
(Sung) It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary..........c.cceee..... evermore

praising You and saying:
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
(Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He ¥ who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24

P

Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I«
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
- blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI John 20:19
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

(Sung) Amen.

Agnus Dei (Sung) John 1:19
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
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Dear Visitors and Friends: As the first Christians devoted themselves
to the Lord's Supper, they also devoted themselves to the Apostles”
Doctrine (Acts 2:42). The two went hand in hand. As we devote
ourselves to the Lord's Supper today, we also want to be faithful to the
Apostles’ Doctrine.

For this reason the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice of
“Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and
are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister
congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we
respectfully ask that you not commune this morning. Rather, we
would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion
and about becoming a communicant member of this congregation. It
is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of
the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our
fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the
high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious
gift. Thank you for your understanding.
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Distribution Hymns are sung as needed

513 The Clouds of Judgment Gather
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1 The clouds of judg - ment gath - er, The
2 A - rise, (0] true dis - ci - ples; Let
3 The home of fade - less splen - dor, of
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time Is  grow - Ing late; Be so - ber and be
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watch - ful, Our  judge is at the gate:
shad - ow To Je - sus’ bless - ed light:
chil - dren Who  here as ex - iles mourn;
beau - ty, Re - fresh - ment for the  blest!
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The judge  who comes in mer - cy, The
The light that has no eve - ning, That
The peace of all the faith - ful, The
Strive now to win that glo - ry, Toil
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judge who comes in  might To put an  end to
knows no moon or sun, The light so new and
calm of all the  blest, In - vi - o - late, un -
now to gain that light; Send hope a - head to
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e - vil And di - a - dem the  right.
gold - en, The light  that is but one.
fad - ing, Di - wvin - est, sweet - est, best.
grasp it Till hope be lost in sight.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
#
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1 Lord, keep us stead - fast in Your Word;  Curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send peace and
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Son And bring  to  naught all He has  done.
we May sing  Your praise e - ter - nal - ly
strife And lead us out of  death to life.

5226 One Thing’s Needful
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1 One thing’s need - ful; Lord, this trea - sure Teach me high - ly
4 Noth - ing have I, Christ, to of - fer, You a - lone, my
5 There-fore You a - lone, my Sav-ior, Shall be all in
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to re - gard.  All else, though it first give plea - sure,
high - est good. Noth - ing  have I, Lord, to prof - fer
all to me; Search my  heart and my  be - hav - ior,
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But  Your crim - son - col - ored blood. Your death on the
Root out  all hy - poc - ri - sy. Through all my life’s
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heart is still fret-ting and striv-ing, No  true, last-ing hap - pi - ness
cross has death whol-ly de-feat - ed And there-by my righ - teous-ness
pil - grim-age, guardand up-hold me, In lov - ing for-give - ness, O
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ev - er de-riv-ing. This one thing is need-ful; all oth - ers are
ful - ly com-plet-ed; Sal - va-tion’s white rai-ments I there did ob-
Je - sus, en-fold me. This one thing is need-ful; all oth - ers are
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vain— 1 count all but loss that I ~ Christ may ob - tain!
tain, And in them in glo - ry with You I shall reign.
vain— 1 count all but loss that I  Christ may ob - tain!
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Stand

DISMISSAL

P} The eating and drinking of your Savior's sacred body and
blood strengthen and preserve you in the one true
Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart in the joy of His
Peace.

Amen.

Thank the Lord (Sung)
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what

He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly
bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people
forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through W& s
the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
(Sung) Amen.
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Closing Hymn

6%1 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing
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1 Fruit - ful trees, the Spir - it’s sow-ing, May we rip - en

2 Lad - en branch-es free - ly bear-ing Gifts the Giv - er

3 Root - ed deep in Christ our Mas-ter, Christ our pat - tern
4 Fruit - ful trees, the Spir - it’s tend-ing, May we grow il
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and in - crease, Fruit to life e - ter - nal grow-ing,
loves to bless; Here  is fruit that grows by shar-ing,
and our goal, Teach us, as the vyears fly fast - er,
har - vests cease; Till we taste, in life  un-end - ing,
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Rich in love  and joy and peace.
Pa - tience, kind - ness, gen - tle - ness.
Good - ness, faith, and self - con - trol.
Heav - en’s love  and joy and peace.

Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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* SoLI DEO GLORIA &

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good news that we
are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the
sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism. Those places in the service where Lutherans have
traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross (¥).
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In last chapter of Mark [16:15], where Christ was sending out
the disciples to preach, let us hear how he gives them
commandment, sets a limit to their teaching, and bridles their
tongues when he says, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He who believes will be saved,” etc.
He does not say, “Go and preach what you like, or what you
think to be right.” But he puts his own word into their mouth
and bids them preach the gospel.

He says the same thing again in the last chapter of Matthew
[28:19], "Go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that | have commanded you.” See, here
again he does not say, “Teach them to observe what you
invent,” but what | have commanded you. Therefore, it cannot
be otherwise: the pope and his bishops and teachers must be
wolves and apostles of the devil, for they teach not the
commands of Christ, but their own words.

So also in Matthew 25[:14-15], in the parable of the three
servants, the Lord points out that the householder instructed
the servants to trade not with their own property but with his,
and gave the first five talents, the next two, and the third, one.

® Martin Luther =
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