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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s
House today. You have joined with the seen and unseen host of
God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served by the Triune God
through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the
Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no
Christians and there is no Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy
places God at center stage as He acts towards His people through
the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation.
That is why the Liturgy is called "Divine Service” - it is God's Service
to His people! This service reaches its fulfillment in the Lord's
Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.




When the crucified and risen Lord Jesus comes to judge the
living and the dead, “he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats” (Matt. 25:32).
“To those on his right,” who have been crucified and raised with
Him through repentance and faith in His Gospel, He will grant
the blessed kingdom of His Father (Matt. 25:34). Having been
justified by His grace, they live unto righteousness in Him
(Matt. 25:35-40). But “those on his left,” who trust in
themselves and despise their neighbor, will depart “into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41).
Until that day, the Lord searches for His sheep “as a shepherd
seeks out his flock” (Ezek. 34:11-12). Through His preaching of
repentance, He disciplines the proud sheep and goats, “the fat
and the strong,” but through the preaching of forgiveness He
rescues the lost, binds up the injured, strengthens the weak
and feeds “the lean sheep” (Ezek. 34:16, 20). In this way, He
destroys the power of death in the children of Adam by His
cross, so that “in Christ shall all be made alive” by His
resurrection (1 Cor. 15:20-26).

Prayer before Worship

O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your
commandments. We implore You to pour out Your grace into our
hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever mindful of Your
mercies and Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will and
daily increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to
resist all evil and to live a godly life. Help us to follow the example
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His steps until
we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in
heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation

designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made

designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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HYMN OF INVOCATION
7%9 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is, Whose good - ness

2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale 1 fear no ill With Thee, dear
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5  Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;

And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6  And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text and tune: Public domain

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20
The sign of the cross (%) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P} In the name of the Father and of the * Son and

of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




CONFESSION OF SINS Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; 32:5
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

| said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor
sinful being.

HoLy ABSOLUTION John 20:19-23

@

Upon this your confession, |, y TN
by virtue of my office, as a / 5
called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace
of God unto all of you, and in
the stead and by the command
of my Lord Jesus Christ |
forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the
% Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.




% SERVICE OF THE WORD ¥
Introit Psalm 39:4-5a, 7-8, 12; antiphon, 2 Peter 3:13 NIV

The 84 psalm is a psalm of comfort. It praises God's Word highly over all things and
exhorts us to gladly give up all good things—glory, power, joy, and whatever we
desire—that we may hold onto God'’s Word. And if we should be like the doorkeeper,
that is, the least of those in the temple, this would still be far better than to sit in all
the castles of the godless. For God’s Word (the psalmist says) gives victory, salvation,
grace, glory, and all good things. Oh, how blessed are those who believe this and

then keep it! [Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 200]
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In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a | new earth,*
home of | righteousness.

O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure | of
my days;*
let me know how fleeting | | am!

Behold, you have made my days a few | handbreadths,*
and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore you.

And now, O Lord, for what | do | wait?*
My hope | is in you.

Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.*
Do not make me the scorn | of the fool!

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not your
peace | at my tears!*
For | am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my |
fathers.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen..

In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a | new earth,*
home of | righteousness.



KYRIE — Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47

(sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Ry RE
Christ, have mercy upon us. He 9
Lord, have mercy upon us.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS — Glory to God in the H[ghest Luke
2:14; John 1:29

@ Glory be to God on high:
(sung) And on earth peace, good wiill
toward men. J 4';
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we a2
worship Thee, &/my ~
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to locbjod
Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’'nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our
prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have
mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 2 Timothy 4:22
(P] The Lord be with you.
(sung) And with thy spirit.
(P} Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as
judge of the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of
His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your
own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
(sung) Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
"For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep
and will seek them out. > As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is
among his sheep that have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep,
and | will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on
a day of clouds and thick darkness. > And | will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their
own land. And | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines,
and in all the inhabited places of the country. ™| will feed them with good
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land.
There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they
shall feed on the mountains of Israel. ' | myself will be the shepherd of
my sheep, and | myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD.
16 | will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up
the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong | will
destroy. | will feed them in justice.

“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, |, | myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 2! Because you push with side
and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have
scattered them abroad, 22 | will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a
prey. And | will judge between sheep and sheep. 23 And | will set up over
them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall
feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And |, the LORD, will be their God,
and my servant David shall be prince among them. | am the LORD; | have
spoken.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5
These are the ones coming out of f4 i ~
the great tribu- | lation.* ey

They have washed their robes

and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb.
Blessed are those whose strength is | in you,*

in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.



Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. 2' For as by a man came death, by a man has come also
the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ
shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 2* Then comes the end,
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every
rule and every authority and power. 2° For he must reign until he has put
all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
%7 For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet." But when it says,
“all things are put in subjection," it is plain that he is excepted who put all
things in subjection under him. 2 When all things are subjected to him,
then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in
subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA John 6:68
(sung) Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. )
& 4“&(!(«(
Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31-46

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Twenty-Fifth chapter.
(sung) Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then
he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his
right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his
right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. ** For | was hungry
and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a stranger
and you welcomed me, 3¢ | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and
you visited me, | was in prison and you came to me." 37 Then the righteous



will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when
did we see you hungry and feed you,
or thirsty and give you drink? 3% And
when did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and clothe
you? 39 And when did we see you sick
or in prison and visit you?' 4% And the
King will answer them, Truly, | say to
you, as you did it to one of the least
of these my brothers, you did it to
me." *! "Then he will say to those on
his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed,
into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels. “# For | was
hungry and you gave me no food, |
was thirsty and you gave me no drink,
4| was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not
clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me." * Then they also
will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 4 Then
he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to me." % And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(sung) Praise be to Thee, O Christ.




Nicene Creed

Sit

| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life - of the world to come. Amen.
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735 Have No Fear, Little Flock
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle flock; Have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; Have good cheer, lit-tle

3 Praise the Lord  high a - bove; Praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raiseto  God; Thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, For the Fa - ther has cho - sen To
flock, For  the Fa - ther will keep you In
bove, For He stoops down to heal you, Up -
God, For He stays close be - side you, In
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give you the King-dom; Have no fear, lit-tle flock!
His love for - ev - er; Have good cheer, lit-tle flock!
lift  and re - store you; Praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things works with you; Thank-ful hearts raise to God!
Tune and text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

Sermon

Stand

OFFERTORY Psalm 57:10-12

(sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence,
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

OFFERING (YOU MAY PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE PLATES IN THE
BACK OF THE NAVE AS YOU ARE LEAVING.)

11



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

After each petition: After the final petition:
(P) let us pray to the Lord: ... one God, now and forever.
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

" SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT "X

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136
(P} The Lord be with you.
(sung) And with thy spirit.

Lift up your hearts.
(sung) We lift them up unto the Lord.

®=

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
(sung) It is meet and right so to do.

®F

PROPER PREFACE
(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary...........cc........... evermore
praising You and saying:

SANCTUS — Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

(sung) Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory;
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is = He

that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

12



Sit

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

] Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver % us from evil.
(sung) For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

PAX DOMINI — The Peace of the Lord John 20:19

P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(sung) Amen.

AGNUS DEI — Lamb of God John 1:29

(sung) O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,
that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.
Amen.

13



Dear Visitors and Friends: As the first Christians devoted themselves to
the Lord’s Supper, they also devoted themselves to the Apostles’ Doctrine
(Acts 2:42). The two went hand in hand. As we devote ourselves to the
Lord's Supper today, we also want to be faithful to the Apostles’ Doctrine.

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
have agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed
Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a
communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not
commune this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor
Zimmer about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant
member of this congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this congregation
that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not
be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead
you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word
concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding.

DISTRIBUTION hymns are sung as needed
569 In Adam We Have All Been One
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1 In Ad - am we have all been one, One huge re - bel-lious man;

2 We fled Thee, and in los - ing Thee We lost our broth-er too;
3 But  Thy strong love, it sought us still And sent Thine on - ly Son

40 Thou who, when we loved Thee not, Didst love and save us all,
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We all have fled that eve - ning voice That sought us as  we ran.

Each  sin - gly sought and claimed his own; Each man his broth-er slew.
That we might hear His Shep-herd’s voice And, hear-ing Him, be one.
Thou great Good Shep-herd of man-kind, O hear us when we call.

5  Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth;
Thou Son, O set us free
From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways,
To make us one in Thee.

A 6  Then shall our song united rise

To Thine eternal throne,
Where with the Father evermore
And Spirit Thou art one.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Tune: Public domain
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7%6 Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me
G
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1 Why should cross and tri - al grieve me? Christ is  near
2 When life’s trou - bles rise to meet me, Though their weight

3 God gives me my days of glad - ness, And I will
4 From God’s joy can noth-ing sev - er, For I am
5 Now in  Christ, death can - not slay me, Though it might,
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With His cheer; Nev - er will He leave me.
May be great, They  will not de - feat me.
Trust Him still When He sends me sad - ness.
His dear lamb, He, my Shep - herd ev - er
Day and night, Trou - ble and dis - may me.

..) ' I ' I
Who can  rob me of the heav - en That God’s Son
God, my lov - ing Sav-ior, sends them; He who knows
God is  good; His love at- tends me Day by day,
I am His be - cause He gave me His own blood
Christ has made my death a por - tal From the strife
I 9\ t T t T t 7 i |
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For me won When His life was giv. - en?
All my woes Knows how best to end them.
Come what may, Guides me and de - fends me.
For my good, By His death to save me.
Oof this  life To His joy im - mor - tal!

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 4-5): © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110001069
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711 Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are  Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa - vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard-ian of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
[} . . — [—
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Sav - or, With Your love our spir - its  fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
f 4 ‘
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bought us; we are Yours Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we pray.
bless-ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us  turn to  You.
bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved us, love us  still.
Tune and text: Public domain
Stand
DISMISSAL
(P] The eating and drinking of your Savior's sacred body and blood
strengthen and preserve you in the one true Christian faith unto
life everlasting. Depart in the joy of His Peace.
Amen.
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NUNCc DIMITTIS — Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

(sung) Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace

according to Thy Word,

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,

which Thou has prepared before the face of all people,

a Light to lighten the Gentiles
and the Glory of Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1

(P} Oh, give thanks unto the Lord for He is good,
(sung) and His mercy endureth forever.

PosT-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P} We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

(sung) Amen. %

T

oS
% < Take and eat.
Take and drink.
SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS 2 Timothy 4:22

(P] The Lord be with you.
(sung) And with thy spirit.

(P) Bless we the Lord.
(sung) Thanks be to God.

17



BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and % give you
peace.

(sung) Amen, amen, amen.

‘ngx dedh

&

5
o)
=
?I

\

The Lord

Make His
Face Shine
UponYoud
be Gracious
to You.
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CLOSING HYMN

6%0 Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise
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1 Thine the a - men  Thine the praise Al - le -

2 Thine the life e - ter - mal - ly Thine the
3 Thine the tru - ly Thine the yes Thine the
4 Thine the king - dom  Thine the prize Thine the
5 Thine the glo - ry in the night No more
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Iu - ias an - gels raise Thine the ev - er - last - ing head
prom-ise let there be Thine the vi - sion Thine the tree
ta - ble we the guest  Thine the mer - cy all  from  Thee
won - der full sur- prise Thine the ban - quet then  the praise
dy - ing on - ly light Thine the riv - er  Thine the tree
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Thine the break-ing of the bread Thine the glo - ry Thine the
All  the earth on bend-ed knee Gone the nail -ing gone the
Thine the glo -1y yet to be Then the ring-ing and the
Then the jus -tice of Thy ways Thine the glo - ry Thine the
Then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly Then the ho -1ly ho - 1ly
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sto - ry Thine the har - vest then the cup Thine the
rail - ing Gone the plead-ing gone the cry Gone the
sing - ing Then  the end of all the war Thine the
sto - ry Then the wel -come to the least Then the
ho - ly Cel - e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee Thine the
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vine-yard then the cup is  lift - ed up lift-ed  up.
sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss lift-ed high.
liv - ing Thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
won-der all  in - creas-ing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
splen-dor Thine the bright-ness on - ly Thee on-ly Thee.

Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

" SoLI DEO GLORIA &

Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012379.
Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The Lutheran Church has always retained ceremonies that support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace
alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance
of Holy Baptism. Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with

a cross (¥).
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Whether one may flee from the deadly plague of 1527
" Martin Luther &

In the case of children who are orphaned,
guardians or close friends are under obligation either to
stay with them or to arrange diligently for other nursing
care for their sick friends. Yes, no one should dare leave
his neighbor unless there are others who will take care of
the sick in their stead and nurse them. In such cases we
must respect the word of Christ, “I was sick and you did
not visit me ..” [Matt. 25:41-46]. According to this
passage we are bound to each other in such a way that
no one may forsake the other in his distress but is obliged
to assist and help him as he himself would like to be
helped.

Where no such emergency exists and where
enough people are available for nursing and taking care
of the sick, and where, voluntarily or by orders, those who
are weak in faith make provision so that there is no need
for additional helpers, or where the sick do not want
them and have refused their services, | judge that they
have an equal choice either to flee or to remain. If
someone is sufficiently bold and strong in his faith, let him
stay in God’s name; that is certainly no sin. If someone is
weak and fearful, let him flee in God’s name as long as he
does not neglect his duty toward his neighbor but has
made adequate provision for others to provide nursing
care.
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