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In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven
and a | new earth,*
home of | righteousness.

O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure | of my
days;*
let me know how fleeting | | am!

Behold, you have made my days a few | handbreadths,*
and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore you.

And now, O Lord, for what | do | wait?*
My hope | is in you.

Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.*
Do not make me the scorn | of the fool!

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not your
peace | at my tears!*
For | am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my | fathers.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen..

In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven
and a | new earth,*

home of | righteousness.
(Psalm 39:4-5a, 7-8, 12; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13 NIV)

Collect of the Day

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the
living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our
eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation of
the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament - Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, | myself will search for my sheep
and will seek them out. "?As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is
among his sheep that have been scattered, so will | seek out my sheep,

and | will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on
a day of clouds and thick darkness. *And | will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into
their own land. And | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. ™I will feed them
with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. ™I myself will be the
shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will make them lie down, declares
the Lord God. 'l will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and |
will bind up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and the fat and
the strong | will destroy. | will feed them in justice. . ..

2"Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: Behold, I, | myself will
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. ?'Because you push
with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you
have scattered them abroad, %I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer
be a prey. And | will judge between sheep and sheep. And | will set up
over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. ?*And |, the Lord, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. | am the Lord; |
have spoken.”

Gradual
These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood | of the Lamb.
Blesséd are those whose strength is | in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.

Epistle — 1 Corinthians 15:20-28

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those
who have fallen asleep. ?'For as by a man came death, by a man has come
also the resurrection of the dead. %’For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ
shall all be made alive. >But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. #Then comes the end,
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every
rule and every authority and power.
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>>For he must reign until he has put all
his enemies under his feet. *The last
enemy to be destroyed is death. *’For
“God has put all things in subjection
under his feet.” But when it says, “all
things are put in subjection,” it is plain
that he is excepted who put all things
in subjection under him. ?When all
things are subjected to him, then the
Son himself will also be subjected to
him who put all things in subjection
under him, that God may be all in all.

The Holy Gospel-Matthew 25:31-46
[Jesus said:] "When the Son of Man
comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on his glorious
throne. **Before him will be gathered
all the nations, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats.
3And he will place the sheep on his
right, but the goats on the left. **Then
the King will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the
world. *For | was hungry and you gave
me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, *| was naked and you
clothed me, | was sick and you visited
me, | was in prison and you came to
me.’ *'Then the righteous will answer
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you drink? **And when did we see
you a stranger and welcome you, or

naked and clothe you? *And when did we see you sick or in prison and
visit you?’ “°And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, | say to you, as you did

it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
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Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed,
into the eternal fire prepared for the
devil and his angels. “*For | was hungry
and you gave me no food, | was thirsty
and you gave me no drink, | was a
stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not clothe me, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me.’
“Then they also will answer, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or
in prison, and did not minister to you?’
“Then he will answer them, saying,
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it
to one of the least of these, you did
not do it to me." “®And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
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The Divine Service of Holy Communion
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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’'s House today. You
have joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the
Lamb, to be served by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and
the administration of the Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace
there are no Christians and there is no Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy places
God at center stage as He acts towards His people through the Word and
Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is why the Liturgy is called
“Divine Service” - it is God's Service to His people! This service reaches its
fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.

Dear Visitors and Friends:

The congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed
to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If
you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a communicant
member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune
this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer
about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of
this congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our
careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a
hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to
appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning
this precious gift. We do invite those who are not a member of the LCMS
to come to the altar for a blessing. If you would like a blessing, as you
kneel at the altar, please cross your arms so that your right hand is on
your left shoulder and left hand is on your right shoulder. God bless you
for Your understanding.




