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Tune and text: Public domain

Collect of the Day

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may
be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament — Jeremiah 33:14-16

"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will fulfill the
promise | made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. ' In those
days and at that time | will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. '® In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And
this is the name by which it will be called: 'The LORD is our
righteousness.'

Gradual
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*
Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.
Blesséd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless you.

Epistle - 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that
we feel for your sake before our God, '° as we pray most earnestly night
and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in
your faith? " Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus,
direct our way to you, '* and may the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, ™ so that he
may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
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The Holy Gospel - Mark 13:24-37
And when he had said these things, he
went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
2% When he drew near to Bethphage
and Bethany, at the mount that is
called Olivet, he sent two of the
disciples, * saying, "Go into the village
in front of you, where on entering you
will find a colt tied, on which no one
has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it
here. * If anyone asks you, 'Why are
you untying it?' you shall say this: 'The
Lord has need of it." * So those who
were sent went away and found it just
as he had told them. ** And as they
were untying the colt, its owners said
to them, "Why are you untying the
colt?" ** And they said, "The Lord has
need of it." *> And they brought it to
Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on
the colt, they set Jesus on it. *® And as
he rode along, they spread their
cloaks on the road. * As he was
drawing near- already on the way
down the Mount of Olives- the whole
multitude of his disciples began to
rejoice and praise God with a loud
voice for all the mighty works that
they had seen, *® saying, "Blessed is
the King who comes in the name of
the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in
the highest!" *° And some of the
Pharisees in the crowd said to him,
"Teacher, rebuke your disciples." *° He
answered, "l tell you, if these were
silent, the very stones would cry out.”

The Lord Jesus Comes in Humility to Redeem Us Christ

The season of Advent focuses on the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and this first Sunday establishes this theme for the rest of
the season. The Son of God came long ago to be our Savior, “a
righteous Branch” descended from David (Jer. 33:15). As He then
came into Jerusalem, riding on a lowly donkey to sacrifice
Himself for the sins of the world (Luke 19:28-40), so does He
come to His Church today in the humility of Word and
Sacrament to deliver the fruits of His Passion: the forgiveness of
sins and eternal life. He absolves us and establishes our hearts
“blameless in holiness before our God and Father” (1 Thess. 3:13).
The same Lord Jesus, who came to Jerusalem then and who
comes to us now in peace, will come again with power and great
glory on the Last Day. Then there will be “distress of nations in
perplexity,” with “people fainting with fear.” Yet, as we anticipate
that great and terrible day, He bids us to rest securely in Him:
“Raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near”
(Luke 21:25, 26, 28).
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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’'s House today.
You have joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of
the Lamb, to be served by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word
and the administration of the Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of
Grace there are no Christians and there is no Church! Therefore the entire
Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His people through the
Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is why the
Liturgy is called "Divine Service" - it is God's Service to His people! This service
reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.

Soli Deo G]oria

Dear Visitors and Friends: ADVENT means “coming”. Christ came in the flesh as
Bethlehem. He comes now in Word and Sacrament, and He will come again in
judgment. As we look forward to His final coming, we find our deepest joy and
comfort in His present coming with His very own body and blood for our
forgiveness. As we devote ourselves to the Lord's Supper today, we also want to
be faithful to the Apostles’ Doctrine.

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have
agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If
you desire to receive the Lord’'s Supper and are not a communicant member of
Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune this morning. Rather, we
would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and
about becoming a communicant member of this congregation. It is the sincere
prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the administration of the
Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead
that it would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His
Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding.




