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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today.  You have 

joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served 

by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy 

Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no 

Church!  Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His 

people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is 

why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God’s Service to His people!  This service 

reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar. 

 

Although we pray that God “would rend the heavens and come down” (Is. 64:1), that 

He would take vengeance against our enemies, we ourselves “have all become like 

one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment” (Is. 

64:6). We have continued in our sins for “a long time, and shall we be saved?” (Is. 

64:5). Yet, the Lord does not punish us in anger. He comes in voluntary meekness 

and humility to save us by His grace. Just as He once came into Jerusalem to 

sacrifice Himself for us upon the cross (Mark 11:4–8), He still comes to His Church 

with the fruits of His Passion. By His ministry of the Gospel, we are “enriched in him 

in all speech and all knowledge,” and so He will “sustain you to the end” (1 Cor. 1:5, 

8). Although “heaven and earth will pass away,” His words “will not pass away” 

(Mark 13:31). As He sends disciples to call us to Himself in the fellowship of His 

Church, so will He “send out the angels” to gather us and all of His elect “from the 

ends of the earth” to Himself in heaven forever (Mark 13:27). 

 

Prayer before Worship 
 

Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. In 

the multitude of Your tender mercies prepare my heart that I may enter Your house 

to worship and confess Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, my God and Lord. 

Amen 

 
 

P designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor 
C designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation 

 designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made 

 designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza 
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Blessing of the Advent Wreath   Isaiah 9:2; Psalm 124:8; 2 Timothy 4:22 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, as we begin the season of Advent, let this wreath remind 

us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and to lead us into 

the light of His glorious kingdom. As the prophet Isaiah says, “The people who 

walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shined.” 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the true light who comes into the world to enlighten all 

people, bless us as we light the candles of this wreath in preparation for Your 

coming, and enkindle in our hearts the fire of Your love that we may receive 

You with joy and gladness and evermore remain steadfast in the faith; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless this wreath 

for use in His Church throughout this holy season of Advent. 

C Amen. 
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Help Us, O Lord, Behold We Enter  - Tune Ich Sterbe Täglich (LSB 618) 

 

1 Help us, O Lord, behold we enter 

A time of grace, a new church year. 

In You our hopes and thoughts now center; 

Renew our courage, grant us cheer; 

New life, new strength, new happiness, 

Lord, by Your Spirit, hear and bless! 

 

2 In Advent grant us preparation 

That we make straight for You a way, 

And may our Christmas celebration 

Proclaim goodwill and peace for aye. 

Open our eyes that we may see 

The light of Your Epiphany  

 

3 Lord, bless our Lent with true repentance, 

Our Holy Week with fervent prayer; 

In Easter grant us the assurance, 

Baptized, our Savior’s life we share. 

May we, by faith, with Christ ascend 

To joy unbounded without end. 

 

4 In love, O Lord, send us Your Spirit 

In Pentecostal majesty, 

That we the true faith may inherit 

And trust one God in Trinity. 

Preserve Your Church, O Lord, we pray 

By Sacraments and Word alway! 
Text: Public domain 
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Invocation         Matthew 28:19b 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution  Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13 / John 20:19-23 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon P

Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Kyrie - Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
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Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1–9 

1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might 

quake at your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 

water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations 

might tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome things that we did not 

look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From of old no 

one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who 

acts for those who wait for him. 5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 

those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in 

our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6We have all become 

like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no 

one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you 

have hidden your face from us and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we 

are all the work of your hand. 9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not 

iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Anthem – “Prepare Thyself, Zion” Katie Zimmer 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in 

Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—
6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are not 

lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will 

sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by 

whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse  John 20:31 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 13:24–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 

will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 

heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 

great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from 

the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out 

its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this generation will 

not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. 

 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when 

the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts 

his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in 

the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 36lest he come 

suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and 

invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 
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332 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 
 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 
 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 
 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
 

Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001069 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

After each petition: After the final petition: 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, … one God, now and forever. 

C Hear our prayer.     Amen. 

Sit 

 

Offering 
(You may place your offering in the plates in the back of the nave as you are leaving.) 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Stand 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 

dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 

sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus – Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy 

on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim 

that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body 

and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and 

so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory. 
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Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini – The Peace of the Lord 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei – Lamb of God John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

Dear Visitors and Friends:  ADVENT means “coming”. Christ came in the flesh as Bethlehem. He 

comes now in Word and Sacrament, and He will come again in judgment.  As we look forward to 

His final coming, we find our deepest joy and comfort in His present coming with His very own 

body and blood for our forgiveness. As we devote ourselves to the Lord’s Supper today, we also 

want to be faithful to the Apostles’ Doctrine.  
 

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow 

the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s 

Supper and are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in 

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune this 

morning.  Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and 

about becoming a communicant member of this congregation.  It is the sincere prayer of this 

congregation that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a 

hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high 

regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your 

understanding. 
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Distribution  hymns are sung as needed 
 

355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 

O Sun, arise; without Your light 

We grope in gloom and dark of night. 
 

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 

O come, lead us with mighty hand 

From exile to our promised land. 
 

7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 

There shall we laud You and adore 

Forever and forevermore. 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
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508 The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 

 

 

 

 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know 

    My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free, 

And Satan cannot threaten me; 

    There is no condemnation! 
 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free 

    With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, 

With all His saints in that blest place 

    Which He has purchased for us. 
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7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

    In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea: 

Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

    From death and ev’ry evil. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

P The eating and drinking of your Savior’s sacred body and blood strengthen and preserve 

you in the one true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart  in the joy of His Peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Nunc Dimittis – The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus & Benediction Psalm 103:1; Numbers 6:24-26 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Rise! To arms! With prayer employ you, 

O Christians, lest the foe destroy you; 

    For Satan has designed your fall. 

Wield God’s Word, the weapon glorious; 

Against all foes be thus victorious, 

    For God protects you from them all. 

Fear not the hordes of hell, 

Here is Emmanuel. 

    Hail the Savior! 

The strong foes yield 

To Christ, our shield, 

And we, the victors, hold the field. 
(LSB 668) 

 

 


