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» DIVINE SERVICE "=
Setting 4

Third un(lay in Advent

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today. You have
joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served
by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy
Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no
Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His
people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is
why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God's Service to His people! This service
reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.




When he preaches repentance, John the Baptist points us to Christ Jesus. John was
sent by God “as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe
through him” (John 1:7). He baptizes with water in order to “make straight the way
of the Lord,” who shall redeem His people from their sins (John 1:23). That Lord Jesus
“who comes after” John now stands among us and makes Himself known to us (John
1:26-27). He has been anointed by the Holy Spirit “to bring good news to the poor”
and “to bind up the brokenhearted” (Is. 61:1). By the washing of the water with His
Word and Spirit, He clothes His Church with “the garments of salvation” and adorns
her with His own righteousness “as a bride adorns herself with her jewels” (Is. 61:10).
Therefore, we “rejoice always” in the Lord, “pray without ceasing” and “give thanks
in all circumstances” (1 Thess. 5:16—18). For “the God of peace,” who has called you
by the Gospel, will surely “sanctify you completely,” so that “your whole spirit and
soul and body” will "be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1
Thess. 5:23-24).

il Is\qr,?llle‘G Prayer before Worship
HT
/}h:;vﬁ;fé;gﬁ Almighty and most gracious God and Father, we implore You to
3 turn the hearts of all who have forsaken the faith once delivered to
Your Church, especially those who have wandered from it or are in
doubt through the corruption of Your truth. Mercifully visit and
restore them that in gladness of heart they may take pleasure in
Your Word and be made wise to salvation through faith in Your

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

(P} designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation

% designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made

/A designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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Opening Hymn

346 When All the World Was Cursed
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1 When all  the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con-dem-na - tion,
2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leapedin joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God Thatbearstheworld srans-gres - sion,
4 O grant, dear Lord of love, That we rte-ceive, re - joic - ing,
He | . ‘
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con-so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
Ha . .
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With true fore - run-ner’'s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li -jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a- way our sin,
That glad -1y we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
Ha . . .
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav -ior he pro - claimed.

He tes-ti- fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will  full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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Invocation Matthew 28:19b

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Confession and Absolution Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13 / John 20:19-23

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon
Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to

everlasting life. Amen.
(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the &
Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.
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Service of the Word

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Shall come to thee, 0] Is - ra - el!
Tune and text: Public domain
Kyrie - Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of
our God; to comfort all who mourn; *to grant to those who mourn in Zion- to give
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. * They
shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.
8 For | the LORD love justice; | hate robbery and wrong; | will faithfully give them
their recompense, and | will make an everlasting covenant with them. ° Their
offspring shall be known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of
the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring
the LORD has blessed. '°1 will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in
my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. " For as the
earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout
up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all
the nations.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* I S A ——

Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. %ﬂ

Behold, your King is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.

Blesséd is He who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless You.
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Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Rejoice always, '’ pray without ceasing, '® give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. ' Do not quench the Spirit. 2° Do not
despise prophecies, 2'but test everything; hold fast what is good. ? Abstain from
every form of evil. 2 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely,
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2*He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse John 20:31
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. ®He was not
the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" % He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, "I am not the Christ." %' And they asked him, "What then? Are you
Elijah?" He said, "l am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." **So
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they said to him, "Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?" 2*He said, "l am the voice of one crying out in
the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said." **
(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 2> They asked him, "Then why are
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 2 John
answered them, "l baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know,
2" even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal | am not worthy to untie."
8 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

&f

APVENT

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life = everlasting. Amen.
Sit
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345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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I Hark! A thrill - ing voice  is sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn  warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - 1y, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,”  we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound  soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’'n. Let us  haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield  us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

tears of sor - row, One and  all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4
After each petition: After the final petition:
(P} Lord, in Your mercy, ... one God, now and forever.
Hear our prayer. Amen.

Sit

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Emily Zimmer - Flute

Offering

(You may place your offering in the plates in the back of the nave as you are leaving.)
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Service of the Sacrament

Stand
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus - Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
/) \ I — ]
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@ Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
pm——
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L 2
Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

5N o
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have eternal life. In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John
the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and
blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so
proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My 1 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini — The Peace of the Lord

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei — Lamb of God John 1:29
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
-
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You take the sin of the world a - way;

You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
fH & .
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Sit

Dear Visitors and Friends: ADVENT means “coming”. Christ came in the flesh as Bethlehem. He comes now
in Word and Sacrament, and He will come again in judgment. As we look forward to His final coming, we find
our deepest joy and comfort in His present coming with His very own body and blood for our forgiveness. As
we devote ourselves to the Lord’s Supper today, we also want to be faithful to the Apostles’ Doctrine.

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical
and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a
communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with
Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this congregation.
It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper
will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high
regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding.

Distribution hymns are sung as needed
349 Hark the Glad Sound
[ 9. ‘ - — o — } e —]
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - 1or comes, The Sav - 1or
2 He comes the pris - 'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And  heav’'n’s e - ter - nal arch - es
o) . p—
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throne And ev - ry voice a song.
burst, The i - ron fet - ters  yield.
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.

Tune and text: Public domain

333 Once He Came in Blessing
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1 Once He came in bless - ing, All our sins re -
2 Now He gent - ly leads us; With Him - self He
3 Soon will come that hour When with might - y
4 Come, then, 0] Lord Je - sus, From our sins re -
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dress - ing; Came in like -
feeds us Pre - cious food
pow - er Christ  will come
lease us. Keep our  hearts

ness low -y,
from heav - en,
in splen - dor
be - liev - ing,

Son of God most ho - ly; Bore the cross to
Pledge of peace here  giv - en, Man - na that will
And will judg-ment ren - der, With the faith - ful
That we, grace re - ceiv - ing, Ev - er may con -
. T . T t — ‘ T o |
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save us; Hope and free - dom gave us.
nour - ish Souls that they may flour - ish.
shar - ing Joy be - yond com - par - ing.
fess You Till in heav’n we bless You.

Tune and text: Public domain

Text (sts. 2-3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Great Da-vid’s great - er  Son!
2 He comes with res-cue speed - y To those who suf - fer wrong,
3 He shall come down like show -ers Up - on the fruit - ful earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore Him And gold and in - cense bring;
5 OQ’er ev - 'ty foe vic - to - rious, He on His throne shall rest,
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, His reign on earth be - gun!

To help the poor and need - y And bid the weak be strong;
Love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, Spring in His path to birth.

All na-tions shall a - dore Him, His praise all peo-ple sing.
From age to age more glo - rious, All bless-ing and all - blest.

He comes to break op - pres-sion, To set the cap-tive free,
To give them songs for sigh - ing, Their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore Him on the moun-tains Shall peace, the her-ald, go;
To Him shall prayer un - ceas - ing And dai - ly vows as - cend;
The tide of time shall nev - er His cCovV - e - nant Tre - move;
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To take a - way trans-gres-sion And rule in eq - ui -ty
Whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, Were precious in His sight.
And  righ-teous - ness in foun-tains From hill to val - ley flow.
His king-dom  still in - creas-ing, A  kingdom with - out end.
His  name shall stand for - ev - er— That name to us is Love.

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

[P} The eating and drinking of your Savior's sacred body and blood strengthen and preserve
you in the one true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart ¥ in the joy of His Peace.
Amen.
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to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’s tri - une name re -
7 i n > — i i \ I — N |
R85 Em— I - — :
o & = | - =
peo - ple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el

sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

Luke 2:29-32

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Benedicamus & Benediction Psalm 103:1; Numbers 6:24-26
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.

16|Page



Closing Hymn

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

1 o I
1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!

V—pr—v—H—H_I—m—'—I_Y—H—H_Y—'ﬁ—\
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From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra- cious king-dom bring.

Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;

Dear de - sire of ev-ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf-fi - cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Text and tune: Public domain

% SoLI DEO GLORIA &

Come /gf us Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission. License #000012379. Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible: English
3 Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.

Wﬂ/k m fﬁg Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the
» good news that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Such
l laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy
Baptism. Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of

the cross are marked with a cross (¥).
of the Lovd
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“There was a man sent by God, whose name was John”
[John 1:6].

Mark and Luke also begin their
gospels with John the Baptist,
and it is fitting to begin with
him, as Christ himself says in
Matthew 11[:12]: “Since the
days of John the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence.”
And in Acts 1[:22] St. Peter says
that Christ began after John's
baptism, in which he was also
ordained and called to be a
teacher, as John the Baptist
shows when he says in John
1:[32-34, cf. Matt. 3:16]: “I saw the Holy Spirit descend like a dove and
| heard the voice of the Father, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom |
am well pleased.” " Then Christ was made a teacher, and his ministry
began. Then the gospel had its beginning through Christ himself; for
no one except Christ himself was to begin the exalted, blessed,
comforting mission of the word. Because of this John had to come first
and prepare the people for the preaching so that they might receive
the light and the life. For, as we have heard, Christ is everywhere the
light which shines in the darkness and is not comprehended; he was
particularly present among the Israelites in his human nature and
through his human nature he physically appeared among them and yet
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he was not recognized. For this reason only did his forerunner John
come to this place, preaching concerning him, in order that he should
be known and received. Therefore this passage follows the previous
one nicely and fittingly: for when Christ, the shining light, was not
recognized, John came forward, opened men’'s eyes and pointed out
the shining light which was present.

% Martin Luther =

”Behold the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world!”
John 1:29
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