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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today.  You have 

joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served 

by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy 

Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no 

Church!  Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His 

people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is 

why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God’s Service to His people!  This service 

reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar. 



2 | P a g e  

 

When he preaches repentance, John the Baptist points us to Christ Jesus. John was 

sent by God “as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 

through him” (John 1:7). He baptizes with water in order to “make straight the way 

of the Lord,” who shall redeem His people from their sins (John 1:23). That Lord Jesus 

“who comes after” John now stands among us and makes Himself known to us (John 

1:26–27). He has been anointed by the Holy Spirit “to bring good news to the poor” 

and “to bind up the brokenhearted” (Is. 61:1). By the washing of the water with His 

Word and Spirit, He clothes His Church with “the garments of salvation” and adorns 

her with His own righteousness “as a bride adorns herself with her jewels” (Is. 61:10). 

Therefore, we “rejoice always” in the Lord, “pray without ceasing” and “give thanks 

in all circumstances” (1 Thess. 5:16–18). For “the God of peace,” who has called you 

by the Gospel, will surely “sanctify you completely,” so that “your whole spirit and 

soul and body” will “be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 

Thess. 5:23–24). 
 

Prayer before Worship 
 

Almighty and most gracious God and Father, we implore You to 

turn the hearts of all who have forsaken the faith once delivered to 

Your Church, especially those who have wandered from it or are in 

doubt through the corruption of Your truth. Mercifully visit and 

restore them that in gladness of heart they may take pleasure in 

Your Word and be made wise to salvation through faith in Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 
 

P designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor 
C designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation 

 designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made 

 designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza 
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Opening Hymn 

 
346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
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Invocation         Matthew 28:19b 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution  Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13 / John 20:19-23 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

 Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon P

Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Kyrie - Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to 

bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 

bound;  2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of vengeance of 

our God; to comfort all who mourn;  3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion- to give 

them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 

mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called 

oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.  4 They 

shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they 

shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.   

8 For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them 

their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  9 Their 

offspring shall be known among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of 

the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring 

the LORD has blessed.  10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in 

my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me 

with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a 

beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  11 For as the 

earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout 

up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all 

the nations. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

 

L Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*  

Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 

Behold, your King is com- | ing to you;* 

righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is He who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

 From the house of the Lord we | bless You. 
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Epistle  1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

Rejoice always,  17 pray without ceasing,  18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  19 Do not quench the Spirit.  20 Do not 

despise prophecies,  21 but test everything; hold fast what is good.  22 Abstain from 

every form of evil.  23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, 

and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse  John 20:31 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness, 

to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  8 He was not 

the light, but came to bear witness about the light.   
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"  20 He confessed, and did not deny, but 

confessed, "I am not the Christ."  21 And they asked him, "What then? Are you 

Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No."  22 So 
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they said to him, "Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?"  23 He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said."  24 

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.)  25 They asked him, "Then why are 

you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"  26 John 

answered them, "I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know,  
27 even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie."  
28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

      born of the virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     The forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 
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345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

After each petition: After the final petition: 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, … one God, now and forever. 

C Hear our prayer.     Amen. 

Sit 

 

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     Emily Zimmer - Flute 

 

Offering 
(You may place your offering in the plates in the back of the nave as you are leaving.) 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Stand 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 

countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 

give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 

into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the 

dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome 

sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus – Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John 

the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 

With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and 

blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so 

proclaim His death until He comes again in glory. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini – The Peace of the Lord 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Agnus Dei – Lamb of God John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Dear Visitors and Friends:  ADVENT means “coming”. Christ came in the flesh as Bethlehem. He comes now 

in Word and Sacrament, and He will come again in judgment.  As we look forward to His final coming, we find 

our deepest joy and comfort in His present coming with His very own body and blood for our forgiveness. As 

we devote ourselves to the Lord’s Supper today, we also want to be faithful to the Apostles’ Doctrine.  

 

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical 

and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a 

communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune this morning.  Rather, we would invite you to speak with 

Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this congregation.  

It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper 

will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high 

regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding. 

Distribution  hymns are sung as needed 
 

349 Hark the Glad Sound 
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Tune and text: Public domain 

 
333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 



14 | P a g e  

 

 
398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 

P The eating and drinking of your Savior’s sacred body and blood strengthen and preserve 

you in the one true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart  in the joy of His Peace. 

C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis – The Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Benedicamus & Benediction Psalm 103:1; Numbers 6:24-26 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 
 
338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

  SOLI DEO GLORIA   
 

 
Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission. License #000012379. Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible: English 

Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the 

good news that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Such 

laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy 

Baptism. Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of 
the cross are marked with a cross (). 
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“There was a man sent by God, whose name was John” 

[John 1:6]. 

 

Mark and Luke also begin their 

gospels with John the Baptist, 

and it is fitting to begin with 

him, as Christ himself says in 

Matthew 11[:12]: “Since the 

days of John the kingdom of 

heaven has suffered violence.” 

And in Acts 1[:22] St. Peter says 

that Christ began after John’s 

baptism, in which he was also 

ordained and called to be a 

teacher, as John the Baptist 

shows when he says in John 

1:[32–34, cf. Matt. 3:16]: “I saw the Holy Spirit descend like a dove and 

I heard the voice of the Father, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased.’ ” Then Christ was made a teacher, and his ministry 

began. Then the gospel had its beginning through Christ himself; for 

no one except Christ himself was to begin the exalted, blessed, 

comforting mission of the word. Because of this John had to come first 

and prepare the people for the preaching so that they might receive 

the light and the life. For, as we have heard, Christ is everywhere the 

light which shines in the darkness and is not comprehended; he was 

particularly present among the Israelites in his human nature and 

through his human nature he physically appeared among them and yet 
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he was not recognized. For this reason only did his forerunner John 

come to this place, preaching concerning him, in order that he should 

be known and received. Therefore this passage follows the previous 

one nicely and fittingly: for when Christ, the shining light, was not 

recognized, John came forward, opened men’s eyes and pointed out 

the shining light which was present. 

 Martin Luther  

 

 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

John 1:29 


