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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today. You have
joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served
by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy
Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no
Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His
people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is
why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God’s Service to His people! This service
reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.

When King David “lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies,” he piously supposed that he would build a house for God (2
Sam. 7:1–2). But the Lord would turn it around: He would establish a house for David
and an everlasting throne. This He has done not only for David, but also for all His
people, in the Son of David, Jesus Christ, “conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary” (Apostles’ Creed). That holy child, the incarnate “Son of the Most High,”
receives “the throne of his father David” and begins to reign “over the house of Jacob
forever” (Luke 1:32–33). Having given Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world,
His body is the true and eternal temple of God in which His people have their own
place of peace and rest. That is “the mystery that was kept secret for long ages” but
is now “made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God”
in order that we may have faith and life in Christ (Rom. 16:25–26).
Prayer before Worship

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life,
grant us perfectly to know Your Son, Jesus
Christ, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that
following His steps we may steadfastly walk in
the way that leads to eternal life; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P
C



designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor
designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation
designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made
designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza

2|Page

Opening Hymn
As Angels Joyed with One Accord - stanzas 1-4; tune: Puer Nobis (344)
As angels joyed with one accord
Upon the advent of our Lord,
So laud we all and bless the name
Of Him who from the Father came.
He came, not clothed in majesty
Nor pow’r that suits His deity.
In lowly state He walked till He
In dying set us captives free.
This done, He soared to God’s right hand,
Yet orphaned not His chosen band,
For He, not bound in grace and pow’r,
Attends His own each day and hour.
In ev’ry age — let praise abound —
He comes; we hear His voice resound.
His glorious Gospel does not cease
To bring us comfort, joy, and peace.
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Invocation

Matthew 28:19b

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13 / John 20:19-23

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon
Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit
Amen.

C
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Service of the Word
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Tune and text: Public domain

Kyrie - Lord, Have Mercy

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Mark 10:47

2 Timothy 4:22

P
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins
which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

Sit
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Old Testament Reading

2 Samuel 7:1-11,16

Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his
surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent." 3 And Nathan said to the king,
"Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you." 4 But that same night
the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5 "Go and tell my servant David, 'Thus says
the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house
since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have
been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved
with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel,
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built
me a house of cedar?"' 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David,
'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the
sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you
wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell
in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel.
And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you
that the LORD will make you a house.
16
And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your
throne shall be established forever.'"
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

L Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*

Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.
Behold, your King is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.
Blessèd is He who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless You.
6|Page

Epistle

Romans 16:25-27

Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept
secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic
writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith- 27 to the only wise God be glory
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
P
C

John 20:31

Luke 1:26-38

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" 29 But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
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name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 And
Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 And the angel
answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy- the
Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived
a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing
will be impossible with God." 38 And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the
Lord; let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life  everlasting. Amen.

Sit
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357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

6

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon
Stand
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

1 Timothy 2:1-4

After each petition:

After the final petition:

P Lord, in Your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.

… one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering
(You may place your offering in the plates in the back of the nave as you are leaving.)

Service of the Sacrament
Stand

Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136

P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus – Holy, Holy, Holy

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life. In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the
Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and
blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim
His death until He comes again in glory.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C

Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
P

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini – The Peace of the Lord
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei – Lamb of God

John 1:29

Sit
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Dear Visitors and Friends: ADVENT means “coming”. Christ came in the flesh as Bethlehem. He comes now
in Word and Sacrament, and He will come again in judgment. As we look forward to His final coming, we find
our deepest joy and comfort in His present coming with His very own body and blood for our forgiveness. As
we devote ourselves to the Lord’s Supper today, we also want to be faithful to the Apostles’ Doctrine.
For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical
and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a
communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with
Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this congregation.
It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper
will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high
regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding.

Distribution

hymns are sung as needed

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Tune and text: Public domain
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353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring

Text and tune: Public domain

900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
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5

Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n
Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.

6

Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

P

The eating and drinking of your Savior’s sacred body and blood strengthen and preserve
you in the one true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart  in the joy of His Peace.

C

Amen.

Nunc Dimittis – The Song of Simeon

Luke 2:29-32
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Post-Communion Collect
A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction

Psalm 103:1; Numbers 6:24-26

A
C

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

C
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Closing Hymn
As Angels Joyed with One Accord - stanzas 5-7; tune: Puer Nobis (344)
He comes in water to the child
And cleanses him, from birth defiled.
This washing seals His pard’ning grace
And shows the Father’s kindly face.
He comes to us in bread and wine
To give Himself — and gifts divine.
Oh, praise Him for this Sacrament,
Redeeming love’s great testament!
Lift up your heads! All grief and pain
Shall vanish when He comes again.
Where we shall see Him face to face,
There joy alone shall have a place.

 SOLI DEO GLORIA 
Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission. License #000012379. Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible: English
Standard Version, © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the
good news that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Such
laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy
Baptism. Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of
the cross are marked with a cross ().
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You should learn to come to this conclusion:
“Although all things are done in great
weakness and already seem lost, nevertheless,
for God nothing is impossible.” For thus the
angel says to Mary: “With God nothing is
impossible”. For He once created all things out
of nothing; He still retains this ability and in
the same manner still preserves and governs
all things. What is nothing for us is everything
for God; and what is impossible for us is very
easy for Him. By the same power, on the Last
Day He will raise the dead who from the
foundation of the earth have lain in the dust of the earth.
 Martin Luther 
Therefore, this is the chief article, which separates us from
all the heathen, that you, O man, may not only learn that
Christ, born of the virgin, is the Lord and Savior, but also
accept the fact that he is your Lord and Savior, that you may
be able to boast in your heart: I hear the Word that sounds
from heaven and says: This child who is born of the virgin is
not only his mother’s son. I have more than the mother’s
estate, for he was born for me, for the angel said, “To you” is
born the Savior. Then ought you to say, Amen, I thank thee,
dear Lord.
But then reason says: Who knows? I believe that Christ,
born of the virgin, is the Lord and Savior and he may perhaps
help Peter and Paul, but for me, a sinner, he was not born. But
even if you believed that much, it would still not be enough,
unless there were added to it the faith that he was born for
you. For he was not born merely in order that I should honor
the mother, that she should be praised because he was born
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of the virgin mother. This honor belongs to none except her
and it is not to be despised, for the angel said, “Blessed are you
among women!” [Luke 1:28]. But it must not be too highly
esteemed lest one deny what is written here: “To you is born
this day the Savior.” He was not merely concerned to be born
of a virgin; it was infinitely more than that. It was this, as she
herself sings in the Magnificat: “He has helped his servant
Israel” [Luke 1:54]; not that he was born of me and my
virginity, but born for you and for your benefit, not only for
my honor.
Take yourself in hand, examine
yourself and see whether you are a
Christian! If you can sing: The Son, who
is proclaimed to be a Lord and Savior, is
my Savior; and if you can confirm the
message of the angel and say yes to it
and believe it in your heart, then your
heart will be filled with assurance and
joy and confidence, and you will not
worry much about even the costliest
and best that this world has to offer. For when I can speak to
the virgin from the bottom of my heart and say: O Mary,
noble, tender virgin, you have borne a child; this I want more
than robes and guldens, yea, more than my body and life; then
you are closer to the treasure than everything else in heaven
and earth, as Ps. 73 [:25] says, “There is nothing upon earth
that I desire besides thee.” You see how a person rejoices
when he receives a robe or ten guldens. But how many are
there who shout and jump for joy when they hear the
message of the angel: “To you is born this day the Savior?”
 Martin Luther 
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