Advent1]

BEHIND, BUT WITH HOPE

Hymns
Office Hymn: “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” LSB 342
Closing Hymn: “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” LSB 877

Scripture Readings

Exodus 33:12 - 23

Moses said to the
LORD, "See, you say
to me, 'Bring up this
people,' but you have
not let me know
- whom you will send
with me. Yet you
have said, 'l know
you by name, and
you have also found
favor in my sight.
Now therefore, if |
i have found favor in
your sight, please

8 : > ,=2 show me now your
ways, that | may know you in order to find favor in your sight.
Consider too that this nation is your people." And he said, "My
presence will go with you, and | will give you rest.” And he said to
him, "If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from
here. For how shall it be known that | have found favor in your
sight, | and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we
are distinct, | and your people, from every other people on the face
of the earth?" And the LORD said to Moses, "This very thing that

you have spoken | will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and
| know you by name." Moses said, "Please show me your glory."
And he said, "l will make all my goodness pass before you and will
proclaim before you my name 'The LORD." And | will be gracious to
whom | will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom | will show
mercy. But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for man shall not
see me and live." And the LORD said, "Behold, there is a place by
me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory passes
by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my
hand until |1 have passed by. Then | will take away my hand, and
you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

John 14:8-14

Philip said to [Jesus], "Lord, show us the
Father, and it is enough for us." Jesus said to
him, "Have | been with you so long, and you
still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you
say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe
that | am in the Father and the Father is in
me? The words that | say to you | do not
speak on my own authority, but the Father
who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that | am in the
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the
works themselves. "Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever believes in
me will also do the works that | do; and greater works than these
will he do, because | am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in
my name, this | will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
If you ask me anything in my name, | will do it.




Advent 1l

BATTERED, BUT ON FAITH

Hymns
Office Hymn: “When Peace, like a River” LSB 763
Closing Hymn: “All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night” LSB 883

Scripture Readings

Romans 15:1-6
We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of
the weak and not to please ourselves Let each of us please his
= neighbor for his good, to

build him up. For Christ did
not please himself, but as it
| is written, "The reproaches
- of those who reproached
. you fell on me." For
. whatever was written in

former days was written for
| our instruction, that through
endurance and through the
encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have

= e hope. May the God of

endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Mark 1:1-11

The beglnnlng of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it

d IS written in Isaiah the
prophet, "Behold, | send
my messenger before your
face, who will prepare your
way, the voice of one
crying in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths
straight.” John appeared,
baptizing in the wilderness
and proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And all
the country of Judea and
all Jerusalem were going
out to him and were being
baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their
sins. Now John was
clothed with camel's hair
and wore a leather belt
around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached,
saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of
whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have
baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit."




Advent 111

SURROUNDED BY THE FATHER’S LOVE

Hymns
Office Hymn: “The Advent of Our King” LSB 331
Closing Hymn: “Abide with Me” LSB 878
Scripture Readings

2 Corinthians 4:1-12

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose
heart. But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We
refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the
open statement of the ~

truth we would
commend ourselves to |4
everyone's conscience
in the sight of God.
And even if our gospel
is veiled, it is veiled
only to those who are
perishing. In their case
the god of this world
has blinded the minds
of the unbelievers, to
keep them from
seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we
proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves
as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, "Let light

shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But
we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing
power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted in every way,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted,
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying
in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always being given
over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in
you.

Matthew 11:2-6
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he
sent word by his disciples and said to him, "Are you the one who is
to come, or shall we look for another?" And Jesus answered them,
"Go and tell John what you -
hear and see: the blind
receive their sight and the
lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf
hear, and the dead are
raised up, and the poor
have good news preached
to them. And blessed is
the one who is not
offended by me."
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