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Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

 

A BIBLICAL, CONFESSIONAL AND TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION IN THE   CHICAGO REGION 

COMMITTED TO MINISTERING TO SINNERS 

 WITH THE FORGIVING PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
DECEMBER 24, 2020 

 

  A CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS   
 

This service is patterned after the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, first held on Christmas Eve 

1918 at King’s College in Cambridge, England. Their annual service is broadcast worldwide on the 

BBC. Our service utilizes the same Scripture readings and prayers, while the carols and choral 

anthems have been customized to adhere to the Lutheran Confessions and this congregation. 

 

As the church is shrouded in darkness and quiet this night, so was the world on the eve of the first 

Christmas.  But this darkness and quiet were more than the dark and quiet of a small rural town in 

Bethlehem, they were spiritual.  Certainly, there were some faithful people like Simeon and Anna 

who waited patiently and continued to look and watch for the promised Messiah, but for the most 

part the world and even the nation of Israel had neglected the promise of old given to Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob and continually retold through the prophets. 

 

The semi-darkness of our church tonight also serves to remind us that we too live in spiritual 

darkness.  As individuals we have neglected to anxiously wait and watch for the promised Messiah-

- though this time it will be in the glory of His second coming.  Our birth took place in the darkness 

of sin and we have continued to live with the darkness of sin as an ever-present problem. 

 

Gradually the light will come to the church this night--not in a burst of glory but quietly and humbly 

as was the coming of the Christ child.  The church will be brought to full light just as the Christ child, 

the “Light of the world” brightly illumines the hearts and minds of His people through Word and 

Sacrament. 
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By the illumination of just a few lights, symbolic of the hope of the Old Testament people who 

waited ever so patiently for the coming of the promised Messiah, our soloist, Katie Zimmer will sing 

“Once in Royal David’s City”.  The Christmas Eve service will then begin.  The transformation from 

darkness to light is symbolic of the Gospel. “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.” (Isaiah 9:2)   

 

As you sit here waiting for the service to begin, silently reflect on the great mystery of this moment.  

May God’s Service tonight be one which brings forth in you, child-like faith in Christ and gratitude 

towards God the Father who through the Holy Spirit has brought the glorious light of the Gospel 

into your life. 

 
 

 

Organist – Christine Stocker 

Soloist – Katie Zimmer 

Flute – Emily Zimmer 

Choir – The Dobbs and Zimmer Families 

Readers – Adam Dobbs, David Dobbs, Rebekah Dobbs, Mary Dobbs,               
Stephen Dobbs, Manny Martinez, Emily Zimmer 

Crucifer – Scott Collins 

Bible Bearer – Kelly Stewart 

Torch Bearers – Adam and David Dobbs 

Candle Bearer – Jenna Zimmer 

Preacher – Rev. David Zimmer 

 

 



4 | P a g e  

 

 

 
 

 O Jesus Christ,  Thy manger is 
  My paradise at which my soul reclineth. 
 For there, O Lord,  Doth lie the Word 
  Made flesh for us; herein Thy grace forth shineth. 
 

 He whom the sea   And wind obey 
  Doth come to serve the sinner in great meekness. 
 Thou, God’s own Son,    With us art one, 
  Dost join us and our children in our weakness. 
 

 Thy light and grace    Our guilt efface, 
  Thy heav’nly riches all our loss retrieving. 
 Immanuel    Thy birth doth quell 
  The pow’r of hell and Satan’s bold deceiving. 
 

 Thou Christian heart,    Whoe’er thou art, 
  Be of good cheer and let no sorrow move thee! 
 For God’s own Child,    In mercy mild, 
  Joins thee to Him; how greatly God must love thee! 
 

 Remember thou    What glory now 
  The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 
 The angel host    Can never boast 
  Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 
 

 The world may hold    Her wealth and gold; 
  But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 
 To Him hold fast    Until at last 
  A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 
 

text by Paul Gerhardt (LSB 372) 
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+ In Nomine Jesu + 

 

   
 

THE CHURCH IS LEFT IN DARKNESS  
 

   
 

THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL IS SYMBOLICALLY BROUGHT INTO THE CHURCH 
 

As the angels brought glad tidings of the birth of the Savior to the shepherds, now a small flame, 

symbolizing Christ, is brought into the darkened church.  We are reminded that Christ, the light of the 

world, has come. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life." 
JOHN 8:12 
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   SERVICE OF LIGHT    

 
After the Christ Candle is placed in the wreath, the congregation rises and turns toward the 

Narthex. The attention of the congregation is directed to the Processional Cross. 
 
Once in Royal David’s City (Verses 1 & 2 – Soloist) (Verses 3-5 – Congregation) 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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   BIDDING PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER, AND BLESSING  
SAINT MATTHEW 6:9-13    

 

P In the Name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

P  Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmas Eve our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear 

again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see 

this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first 

days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and 

let us make this Sanctuary, dedicated to the Divine Shepherd of our souls, glad with our 

carols of praise: 

But first let us pray for the needs of His whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the 

earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church He came to build, and especially in the 

United States of America, in our home state of Illinois, and throughout Bolingbrook and 

the surrounding communities: 

And because this of all things would rejoice His heart, let us at this time remember in His 

name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body 

and in mind and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little 

children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love Him not, or who by sin have grieved 

His heart of love. 

Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore 

and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the 

Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

P These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words 

which Christ Himself has taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven … 

 

P The Almighty God bless us with His grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and 

unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 

C Amen. 

 
please be seated 
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   FIRST LESSON  

GENESIS 3:8-19 
 

God proclaims to Adam that because of his sin, he and his wife, Eve have lost holiness and paradise.    

Yet, Adam’s seed, who is Christ, will crush the serpent’s head. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carol - O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
Tune: Public domain 
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   SECOND LESSON  

GENESIS 22:15-18 
 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his Seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Carol - Let Our Gladness Have No End 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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   THIRD LESSON  

ISAIAH 9:2-7 
 

The prophet inspired by the Holy Spirit foretells the coming of the Savior 700 years before His birth. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
369 Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
Text: © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
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   FOURTH LESSON  

ISAIAH 11:1-9 
 

God, through the prophet Isaiah, proclaims peace between God and man. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Carol - Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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   FIFTH LESSON  

LUKE 1:26-38 
 

The Archangel Gabriel pronounces to the Virgin Mary that 

she would conceive and become                                      

the mother of Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Carol - The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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   SIXTH LESSON  

LUKE 2:1-7 
 

St. Luke proclaims the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carol - Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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   SEVENTH LESSON  

LUKE 2:8-16 
 

The angels proclaim the birth of   

“Christ the Lord” to the shepherds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carol - It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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   EIGHTH LESSON  

MATTHEW 2:1-12 
 

The Magi go to Bethlehem to worship the Christ child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Carol - What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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   NINTH LESSON  

JOHN 1:1-14 
 

Saint John reveals the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carol – “Now Sing We Now Rejoice” – M. Koeritz Adult & Children’s Choir 

 
Now sing we, now rejoice, now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth the sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art!   

 

Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

Through Thy grace and merit, blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto Thee!  

 

Now through His Son doth shine the Father’s grace divine. 

Death was reigning o’er us through sin and vanity 

Till He opened for us a bright eternity. 

May we praise Him there!  

 

Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’nly ground? 

Where the angels singing with all His saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing in heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there! 
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   HOMILY & CONCLUSION  

 

Homily 

 

Offering – Please leave your offering in the plates located in the back as you leave. 

 

“O Holy Night”         Katie Zimmer 

 

Lighting of the Candles 
 

As Saint John states at the opening of His Gospel, Christ is “the Light of the world.” As we 

conclude our celebration of His birth this evening, the light of Christ will be passed from the 

pastor to the ushers to the congregation. To ensure proper safety and avoid dripping wax, 

please tip your unlighted candle to light it from your neighbor’s lighted candle. Once your 

candle has been lit, do not tip it. Candles can be blown out following the closing hymn. 

 

Collect & Blessing 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

 

P O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only 

Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive Him for our Redeemer, so we 

may with sure confidence behold Him, when He shall come to be our judge; who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Christ, who by His incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 

grant you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of 

the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the  Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 

 
Carol - Silent Night, Holy Night 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
4 Silent night! Holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

 

  SOLI DEO GLORIA   

 
Silent Night, Holy Night: Text by Joseph Mohr. Music by Franz Gruber. Setting by Hal H. Hopson; © 2002 H.W. Gray Company; all 
rights assigned to and controlled by Alfred Music Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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As you leave tonight please place your candles in the box provided in the narthex.  
 Please be very careful so as not to spill wax on the carpet or the pews.  

 

Please join us tomorrow, Christmas Day, for the 9:00 am. Divine Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

“You shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins.” 

Matthew 1:21 


