Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod

A Biblical, Confessional and Traditional congregation in the Chicago region
committed to ministering to sinners
with the forgiving presence of Jesus Christ.

The Nativity of Our Lord
December 25, 2021

Prayer before Worship:
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You that of Your mercy and compassion You
caused Your Son to become incarnate, and through Him redeemed us from sin and
everlasting death: We beseech You, enlighten our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may
ever be thankful for such grace, and comfort ourselves thereby in all tribulation and
temptation, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
Amen.
P
C:



designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor
designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation
designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made
designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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CHRISTMAS DAY
Welcome! Two Christmases vie for our allegiance and attention: the Christmas of our
society and the Christmas of the Church. For our society, Christmas is a time of nostalgia
for the innocence of childhood and of yearning for a golden age. Underlying the cultural
Christmas is an element of truth, but only imperfectly remembered and
understood. The Christmas of faith also remembers a time of innocence:
Eden and a world created in beauty and harmony.
The Church celebrates the mystery of salvation revealed in Christ’s birth,
more so than the birthday itself. Today we celebrate the mystery of God
becoming man in Jesus who is both our King and our Savior.
THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE THE LORD'S SUPPER. Today, our
Lord, whose birth we celebrate, invites us to be guests at the Altar to
celebrate the Lord's Supper. Here we receive the gift of forgiveness He
purchased and won through His perfect life and His innocent suffering
and death.
DIVINE SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH PRACTICES “CLOSED”
COMMUNION Luther once said, “Word and Sacrament are the manger
and swaddling clothes into which it has pleased Christ to lay Himself”. Just
as the shepherds were told where to find Jesus then, so also we are told
where to find Him still today. He is no longer in the humble manger; but
by His own promise, He is in the humble means of bread and wine with
His true body and blood. As we receive His gift, the greatest gift we can
give to others is a loving witness to the truth of His Word. For this reason
the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed
to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If
you desire to receive the Lord's Supper and are not a communicant
member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune this
morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer about
Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this congregation. It
is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the administration of
the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it
would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning
this precious gift. God bless you for your understanding!
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Invocation
After the Bell is rung, the congregation rises and turns toward the Narthex. The attention of the
congregation is directed to the Processional Cross.
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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LSB 379

Service of the Word
Introit

Congregation sings verses that are in Bold Print

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
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Kyrie

Mark 10:47

Gloria in Excelsis
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Luke 2:14; John 1:29

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the
flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who
publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." The voice of your watchmen- they lift up their
voice; together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to
Zion. Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the
LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared
his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall
see the salvation of our God.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Epistle Reading

Hebrews 1:1-6

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance
of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe
by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels
did God ever say, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will
be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son"? And again, when he brings the
firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him."
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
THE GOSPEL PROCESSION
On Christmas and other High Feasts of the Church Year it is customary for the Gospel
to be read from the midst of the Congregation. This is the confession of the Church
that the Word made flesh is truly present with His Church according to His promise,
"The one who hears you hears me” As the Organ plays the introduction to “The
Verse”, please stand and direct your attention to the cross and the Holy Scriptures as
they are carried into the midst of the Congregation.
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Verse
391 Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn

Text and tune: Public domain

Holy Gospel

John 1:1-14

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through him, and without him was not anything made that
was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe
through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through
him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of
the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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The Apostles Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life  everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day
We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth

5

6

The very Son of God sublime
Entered into earthly time
To lead us from this world of cares
To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs.
Alleluia!
In poverty He came to earth
Showing mercy by His birth;
He makes us rich in heav’nly ways
As we, like angels, sing His praise.
Alleluia!
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All this for us our God has done
Granting love through His own Son.
Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
And sing His praise with endless voice.
Alleluia!

Tune: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

Sermon
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Stand
Offertory

Psalm 51:10-12

Sit
“Glory to God” – Pergolesi

Choir

OFFERING
Prayer of the Church

1 Timothy 2:1-4

After each portion of the prayers:

P Lord, in your mercy,
C Hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen
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Service of the Sacrament
Dear Guests of our congregation, this congregation practices Closed Communion. Please read our
statement concerning this practice on Page 3 of this Service Folder

Stand

Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
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Sanctus

Lord's Prayer
C

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei
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John 20:19

John 1:29

Sit
Distribution

Hymns are sung as needed

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Text and tune: Public domain
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Angels We Have Heard on High

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
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“These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
A quiet chamber set apart
For You to dwell within my heart.

6

How glad we’ll be to find it so!
Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us His own dear Son.

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.
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Ah, Lord, though You created all,
How weak You are, so poor and small,
That You should choose to lay Your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!

Stand
Dismissal
P The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in the one true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart T in
the joy of His peace.
C Amen.

Post-Communion Canticle
NUNC DIMITTIS — Song of Simeon
C

Luke 2:29-32

(sung) Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy Word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
which Thou has prepared before the face of all people,
a Light to lighten the Gentiles
and the Glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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Thanksgiving

Psalm 107:1

P Oh, give thanks unto the Lord for He is good,
C (sung) and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C (sung) Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.
C (sung) Amen, amen, amen.

Recessional Hymn
Joy to the World
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Numbers 6:24-26

