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A BIBLICAL, CONFESSIONAL AND TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION IN THE CHICAGO REGION
COMMITTED TO MINISTERING TO SINNERS
WITH THE FORGIVING PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
FEBRUARY 21, 2021

" DIVINE SERVICE "
Setting 4

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today. You have
joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served
by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy
Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no
Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His
people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is
why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God's Service to His people! This service
reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.




In faith and the fear of God, Abraham prepared to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac.
At the Word of the Lord, he “took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac
his son.” And “when they came to the place of which God had told him,” Abraham
bound Isaac “and laid him on the altar” (Gen. 22:6, 9). Then God stayed Abraham'’s
hand and provided “for himself the lamb for a burnt offering” (Gen. 22:8). That Lamb
is God’'s own beloved Son, Jesus, in whom “all the nations of the earth” are blessed
(Gen. 22:18). As the Substitute for all the sons of men, Jesus is driven by the Spirit
“into the wilderness” to be “tempted by Satan” (Mark 1:12-13) in order to endure
and defeat all temptation. We are tempted by our own desire, which conceives and
“gives birth to sin” (James 1:14-15). But this blessed Man, Christ Jesus, remained
“steadfast under trial,” and He has received “the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love him” (James 1:12). His faithfulness, His victory and His
life are now given to us by His grace in the Gospel.

Prayer before Worship

Lord God, heavenly Father, inasmuch as the adversary does continually afflict us,
and as a roaring lion walks about, seeking to devour us: We beseech You for the
sake of the suffering and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, to help us by the grace
of the Holy Spirit, and to strengthen our hearts by Your Word, that our enemy may
not prevail over us, but that we may evermore abide in Your grace, and be
preserved unto everlasting life; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and
forever. Amen.

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation

designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made

designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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Opening Hymn
594 God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It
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1 God’s own child, 1 glad - ly  say it | am bap-tized
2 Sin, dis - turb my soul no long - er: I am bap-tized
3 Sa - tan, hear  this proc - la - ma-tion: 1 am bap-tized
4 Death, you can - not end my glad-ness: 1 am bap-tized
5 There 1s noth - ing worth com-par - ing  To this life-long
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in - to Christ! He, be - cause I could not pay it
in - to Christ! | have com - fort € - ven strong-er:
in - to Christ! Drop your ug - ly ac - cu - sa - tion,
in - to Christ! When 1 die, 1 leave all  sad - ness
, com - fort sure! O - pen - eyed my grave is  star - ing:
A — i — K 1 ] h—] —
G s e el
Gave my full re - demp - tion price. Do I need earth’s
Je - sus’ cleans-ing sac - ri - fice. Should a guilt - vy
I am not so soon en-ticed. Now that to the
To in - her - it par - a - dise! Though 1 lie in
E - ven there Tl sleep se - cure. Though my flesh a -
0 [— , . —
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trea - sures man - y? | have one worth
con - science seize me Since my Bap - tism
font I've trav - eled, All your might has
dust and ash - es Faith’s as - sur - ance
waits its rais - ing, Still my soul con -
A ) « - e * e . J 1 |
LOMES e o L e |
U F — —
more than an - vy That brought  me sal -
did re - lease me In a dear for -
come un - rav - eled, And, a - gainst your
bright - ly flash - es: Bap - tism has the
tin - ues prais - ing: | am bap - tized
I—p—H—I—H—M—I—ﬂ
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va - tion free Last - ing to e - ter - ni - ty!
giv. - ing flood, Sprin - kling me with Je - sus’ blood?
tyr - an - ny, God, my Lord, u - nites with me!
strength di - vine To make life im - mor - tal mine.
in - to Christ; I'm a child of par - a - dise!

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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Invocation Matthew 28:19b

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution Psalm 124:8: Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13 / John 20:19-23
(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
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who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. In light of these words, let us
contemplate the 1°* Commandment (The pastor will now give a brief overview
of the Commandment(s))....

Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the &
Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.
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¥ SERVICE OF THE WORD X

Introit Psalm 91:1-2, 9-10, 13; antiphon: Psalm 91:15a, c, 16

The 97 psalm is a psalm of comfort that exhorts us to trust in God in all distress and affliction. It is
full of abundant promises flowing from the First Commandment. It is the second psalm in which the
dear angels are proclaimed to be our guards and protectors, which is comforting and good to

remember.

[Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 217]
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When he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be with him in | trouble;*
| will rescue him and | honor him.
With long life | will sat- | isfy him*
and show him my sal- | vation.

Because you have made the Lord your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—

no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.

For he will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.

On their hands they will | bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.

You will tread on the lion and the | adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen..

When he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be with him in | trouble;*
| will rescue him and | honor him.
With long life | will sat- | isfy him*
and show him my sal- | vation.
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Kyrie - Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22

Sit

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought
them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following
our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory
of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1-18

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said,
"Here am |." 2 He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which | shall tell you." 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac.
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of
which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw
the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you." 6
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And
he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7
And Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My father!" And he said, "Here am |, my
son." He said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?" 8 Abraham said, "God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son." So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the
place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood
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in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10
Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11
But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham,
Abraham!" And he said, "Here am |." 12 He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy
or do anything to him, for now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me." 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of
his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, "The LORD will provide"; as
it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided." 15 And the
angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, "By
myself | have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not
withheld your son, your only son, 17 | will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply
your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And
your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall
all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice."

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hebrews 12:12
£ 3
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O come, let us fix our eyes on | Jesus,* . ] — —H
the founder and perfecter | of our faith, I#E:,\jj:tn:.ﬁ:ﬂ
who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

N>

Epistle James 1:12-18
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love
him. " Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. ' But each person is
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. "> Then desire when it has
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. '* Do
not be deceived, my beloved brothers. ' Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation
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or shadow due to change. ® Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of

truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse (Lent)
o] | . . | - —
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for He is gra-cious and
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mer - ¢i - ful, slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.

Holy Gospel
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Joel 2:13

Mark 1:9-15

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan. ' And when he came
up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens
opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved
Son; with you | am well pleased." ' The Spirit
immediately drove him out into the wilderness. "> And he
was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan.
And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were
ministering to him. " Now after John was arrested, Jesus

came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, ™ and saying, "The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life * everlasting. Amen.

Sit

9|Page



657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
g - — ‘_f'_‘_.l I — I — f
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1 A might - y  for - tress is our God, A sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill the land All threat-'ning to de-
4 God’s Word for-ev - er shall a - bide, No thanks to foes, who

— fr— ] T p— t T —
3 e — B —— i ! :
~—° *
to - rious; He breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’s rod And wins sal -
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight, Whom God Him-

vour us, We trem-ble not, un - moved we stand; They can - not
fear it; For God Him-self fights by our side With weap-ons
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va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe Has swomn to
self e-lect - ed You ask who this may be? The Lord of
o - ver-powr us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage; In bat - tle
of the Spir - it. Were they to take our house, Goods, hon - or,
o ‘ . .
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work us woe. With craft and dread - ful might He
hosts is  He, Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord, God’s
we’ll en - gage. His might  is doomed to  fail; God’s
child, or spouse, Though life be wrenched a - way, They
O . . |
[ | } 1 i i T | 1 | I s | Il |
arms him - self to fightt On earth he has no e - qual.
on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic-to -  rious.
judg - ment must pre - vaill One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
can - not win the day. The King-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4

After each petition: After the final petition:
(P) Lord, in Your mercy, ... one God, now and forever.
Hear our prayer. Amen.

Sit

Offering

(You may place your offering in the plates in the back of the nave as you are leaving.)

Service of the Sacrament

Stand
Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus — Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
)
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life. At Your command, Abraham prepared to
offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet,
in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give
You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only
Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for
many. As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant
us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your promise
now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world. Hear us as we pray in His
name and as He has taught us:
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini — The Peace of the Lord

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Agnus Dei — Lamb of God John 1:29
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
() 4 .
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.

And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

Sit

Dear Visitors and Friends: LENT is a time of repentance, reflection, and renewal in preparation for
the three holy days of Easter and for the seven weeks of the Easter season. It is a time in which we
are called to subdue and cast aside whatever gets in the way of faith toward God and fervent love
for our neighbor.

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow
the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord'’s
Supper and are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune this
morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion and
about becoming a communicant member of this congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this
congregation that our careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a
hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high
regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your
understanding.

Distribution hymns are sung as needed
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5%7 The Lamb
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1 The Lamb, the l}]ﬁb, O Fa - ther, where’s the sac - ri - fice?
2 The Lamb, the Lamb, One per - fect fi - nal of - fer - ing.
3 The Lamb, the Lamb, As way - ward sheep their shep-herd kill

4 He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin  and wretch-ed - ness.
5 He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now o - ver-flows.
o)
A — - I I | - i —]
1 11 T 1 | | | | |
— —
Faith sees, be - lieves God will pro - vide the Lamb of price!

The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join heav’'n His praise to sing.
So still, His will On our be - half the Law to fill.

He lives, for - gives, He gives me His own righ-teous - ness.
His song pro - long Till ev -'ry heart to Him be - long.
A Refrain ‘ .
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Wor - thy is the  Lamb whose death makes me His
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own! The Lamb is reign-ing on  His throne!

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

424 O Christ, You Walked the Road
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Christ, You walked the road Our wan-d’ring feet must go.
o bread of earth a-lone Can  fill our hun-g'ring hearts.

10O

2

3 No  blind-ing sign we ask, No  won - der from a - bove.
4 When lures of eas - y gain With prom - ise bright - ly  shine,
5 O  Christ, You walked the road Our wan-d’ring feet must go.
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You facedwith us temp - ta-tion’s pow’r Andfought our an - cient foe.
Lord, help us seek Your liv-ing Word, The food Your grace im -parts.
Lord, help us place our trust a - lone In Your un-swerv-ing love.
Lord, help us seek Your king-dom first; Our wills with Yours a - lign.

Stay with us through temp - ta-tion’s hour To fight our an-cient foe.
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Tune: Public domain
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718 Jesus, Lead Thou On
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1 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won; And al - though the
2 If the way be drear, If the foe be near, Let not faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief From a long-felt grief, When temp - ta - tions
4 Je - sus,lead Thou on Till our rest is won. Heav'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, We will fol - low calm and fear - less.
fears o’er - take us; Let not faith and hope for-sake us;
come al - lur - ing, Make us pa - tient and en-dur - ing.
still  di - rect us, Still sup-port, con - sole, pro -tect us,
o) — .
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Guide us by  Thy hand To our fa - ther - land.
For through man - ya  woe To our home we £o.
Show us that bright shore Where we weep no more.
Till  we safe - ly stand In our fa - ther - land.
Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
DisMmiIssSAL
[P} The eating and drinking of your Savior’s sacred body and blood strengthen and
preserve you in the one true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart in the joy
of His Peace.
Amen.

THIS IS MY BODY
R AND BLOOD

>
&
3
z
2
°
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NUNCc DIMITTIS — Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32

(sung) Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace

according to Thy Word,

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, %}
which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, St
: : : e e
a Light to lighten the Gentiles & take and eat.
Akeand drink,

and the Glory of Thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Benedicamus & Benediction Psalm 103:7; Numbers 6:24-26
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn

418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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10 Lord, through - out these for - ty days You
2 You strove  with Sa - tan, and You won; Your
3 Though parched and hun - gry, yet You prayed And
4 Be with us through this  sea - son, Lord, And
f) 4 . . |
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prayed and  kept the fast; In - spire re - pen - tance
faith - ful - ness en - dured; Lend us  Your nerve, Your
fixed Your mind a - bove; So teach us to de -
all our earth - ly days, That when the fi - nal
f) 4 . .
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for our sin, And free us from our past.
skill and trust In God’s e - ter - nal Word.
ny  our - selves, Since we have known God’s love.

Eas - ter dawns, We join in heav - en’s praise.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069

% SoLI DEO GLORIA &

Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. License #000012379. Scripture
quotations from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace alone

through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism.
Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross ().
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Thus the entire holy Trinity, God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
directs all men to Christ as to the book of life in whom they are to
seek the Father’s eternal election. For the Father has decreed from
eternity that whomever he would save he would save through Christ,
as Christ himself says, “No one comes to the Father but by me” (John
14:6), and again, “I am the door; if anyone enters by me, he will be
saved” (John 10:9).

Christ, “the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father”
(John 1:18), has proclaimed the Father’s will and thereby our eternal
election to eternal life when he says, “The kingdom of God is at hand;
repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mark 1:15); and again when he
says, “This is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son
and believes in him should have eternal life” (John 6:40); and again,
“God so loved the world,” etc. (John 3:16).

The Father wills that all men should hear this proclamation and
come to Christ, and according to his own word Christ will not turn
them away, “Him who comes to me | will not cast out” (John 6:37).

In order that we may come to Christ, the Holy Spirit creates true
faith through the hearing of God’s Word, as the apostle testifies,
“Faith comes from the hearing of God’s Word” (Rom. 10:17) when it
is preached in sincerity and purity.
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Therefore no one who wants to be saved should burden and torture
himself with thoughts concerning the secret counsel of God, if he has
: been elected and
ordained to eternal life.
With such thoughts the
troublesome adversary is
accustomed to tempt and
vex pious hearts. On the
contrary, they should
listen to Christ, who is the
“book of life” and of the
eternal election of all
God’s children to eternal
life, and who testlfles to all men without distinction that God wants
all men who are laden and burdened with sin to come to him and find
refreshment and be saved.
Formula of Concord, SD, Article Xl - Election
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