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A BiBLICAL, CONFESSIONAL AND TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION IN THE CHICAGO REGION COMMITTED TO
MINISTERING TO SINNERS
WITH THE FORGIVING PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 25, 2021

" DIVINE SERVICE "=
Setting 1

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today. You have
joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served
by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy
Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no
Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His
people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is
why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service"” - it is God's Service to His people! This service
reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.




The Lord Jesus is “the good shepherd” who “lays down his life for the sheep” (John
10:11). His life is not taken from Him, but He lays it down willingly, of His own
accord, because He knows and loves the sheep. As the One sent by the Father, He
has the “authority to lay it down” and the “authority to take it up again” (John 10:18).
So has He done, and now He continues to love and serve as the Good Shepherd
of the sheep by the voice of His Gospel. He thus calls all people into the fold of His
Church, so that there may be “one flock, one shepherd” (John 10:16). That is why
the apostles “were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection
from the dead” (Acts 4:2). Since “there is salvation in no one else,” His voice rings
out to this day through the preaching of His name, “for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). His voice
comforts our hearts against all condemnation and gives us courage to “love one
another” and “to lay down our lives for the brothers,” as He laid down His life for us
(1 John 3:16, 23).

Prayer before Worship

Lord God, heavenly Father, of Your fatherly goodness You allow Your children to
come under Your chastening rod here on earth, that we might be like Your only-
begotten Son in suffering and hereafter in glory: We beseech You, comfort us by
Your Holy Spirit in all temptations and afflictions, that we may not fall into despair,
but that we may continually trust in Your Son’s promise, that our trials will endure
but a little while, and will then be followed by eternal joy; that we thus, in patient
hope, may overcome all evil, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through the same,
Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one true God, now and forever. Amen.

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation

designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made

designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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¥ PREPARATION '

HYMN OF INVOCATION

47ij Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of life is ris'n this day; Bring flow’rs of song to
3 Praise we in songs of wvic - to-ry That love, that life which

4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, And sing to-day with
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of our King! To all  the world glad news we bring:
strew His way; Let all the world re - joice and say:
can - not die, And sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord The Ilife laid down, the life re - stored:
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al -le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al -le-1u - ia, al - le -lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - 1a, al -le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!

Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Tune: Public domain

Stand

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20

The sign of the cross (%) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

3|Page



CONFESSION OF SINS 1 John 1:8-9

(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

" SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT PSALM 23; ANTIPHON: JOHN 10:14, 158

The 23" Psalm is a psalm of thanks in which a Christian heart praises and thanks God
for teaching him and keeping him on the right way, comforting and protecting him in
every danger through His Holy Word. The psalmist compares himself to a sheep that a
faithful shepherd leads into fresh grass and cool water. In addition, he shows the table,
the cup, and oil also as images from the Old Testament worship and call it all God'’s
Word, as it is also called rod and staff, grass, water, and the way of righteousness. This

Psalm belongs in the Third Commandment and in the Second Petition.
[Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 59]
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| am the good | shepherd.*

| know my own and my own know me, and | lay down my life | for the sheep.

The LORD is my | shepherd;*
I | shall not want.

u-

He makes me lie down in green | pastures.*
He leads me beside still | waters.

He re- | stores my soul.*
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake.

Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no
evil, for you are | with me;*

your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my | enemies;*
you anoint my head with oil; my cup | overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,*
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

| am the good | shepherd.*
| know my own and my own know me, and | lay down my life | for the sheep.
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Kyrie 3 Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

(Sung) Amen.

Hymn of Praise ©3 This Is the Feast (Sung) Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people
of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.
P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd
of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our
Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Sit
The First Reading Acts 4:1-12
As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, ?greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people
and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. *And they arrested them and
put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. “But many of those
who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five
thousand.
0On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in
Jerusalem, ®with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all
who were of the high-priestly family. ‘And when they had set them in the midst, they
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” ®Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, %if we are being examined
today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has
been healed, "let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead—by him this man is standing before you well. "This Jesus is the stone that was
rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. ?And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has arisen | from the dead.* —p L
God the Father has crowned Him
with glory and | honor,
He has given Him dominion over the works | of His hands;*
He has put all things un- | der His feet.

Epistle 1 John 3:16-24
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our
lives for the brothers. "But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? "8Little children, let us
not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
9By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him;
2for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows
everything. 2'Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;
22and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do
what pleases him. 22And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. **Whoever keeps his
commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us,
by the Spirit whom he has given us.

D) b T

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse (Sung) John 6:68
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel John 10:11-18

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Tenth Chapter.
(sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. ?He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
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He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. ' am the good
shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, "just as the Father knows me and | know
the Father; and | lay down my life for the sheep. '®And | have other sheep that are not of
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock,
one shepherd. "For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life that | may
take it up again. '®No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have
authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up again. This charge | have received
from my Father.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
A e e e B s e
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1 The King of love my shep - herd is, Whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear
0| \
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fail - eth nev - er; 1 noth - ing lack if
soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant
love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, Thy rod and  staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5  Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;

And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6  And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon

Stand

Apostles Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life = everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4
After each petition: After the final petition:
(P] Let us pray to the Lord: ... one God, now and forever.
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Offering (YOU MAY PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE PLATES IN THE BACK OF THE NAVE AS YOU
ARE LEAVING.)
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Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
(Sung) What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the
Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

" SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT "X

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136
(P} The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.
(Sung) We lift them to the Lord.
[P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
(Sung) It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
(P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary........................ evermore praising You and
saying:
Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

(Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He ¥ who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

(P]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
"Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me."

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAx DOMINI John 20:19

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(Sung) Amen.
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Agnus Dei (Sung) John 1:19
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Dear Visitors and Friends: The Easter message "He Is Risen" would mean nothing to us
unless our gracious God had provided the means by which we each may receive the
blessings earned for us by Christ's death and guaranteed by His resurrection. The ways
God brings the forgiveness Jesus earned for us on the cross is through the Holy Scriptures,
Absolution, Baptism, and the Lord's Supper!

As we celebrate this Sacrament, we also humbly acknowledge the Bible's concern for
doctrinal oneness by those who receive it together.

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to
follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive
the Lord’s Supper and are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister
congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you
not commune this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer
about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this
congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the
administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but
instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His
Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding.

Distribution Hymn are sung as needed
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8%4 Shepherd of Tender Youth
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1 Shep-herd  of ten - der youth, Guid - ing in
2 You are the ho - ly Lord, 0] all - sub -
3 You are the great High  Priest; You have pre -
40 ev - er be our guide, Our  shep - herd,
5 So now, and till we die, Sound we  Your
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love and  truth Through de - vious ways;  Christ, our tri -
du - ing  Word, Heal - er of strife. Your - self You
pared the feast of ho - ly love; And in  our
and our pride, Our staff and song. Je - sus, O
prais - es high And  joy - ful sing: In - fants and
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um - phant king, We come  Your name to sing
did a - base That from sin’s deep dis - grace
mor - tal pain None calls on You in vain;
Christ of God, By Your en - dur - ing Word
all the throng, Who to the Church be - long,
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And here our chil - dren bring To join  Your praise.
You so might save our race And give us life.
Our plea do not dis - dain; Help from a - bove.
Lead us where You have trod; Make our faith strong.
U - nite to swell the song To  Christ, our  king!

Text and tune: Public domain
Text and tune: Public domain
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666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe
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1 O it - te flock, fear not the foe Who mad - ly
2 Be of good cheer; your cause be - longs To  Him who
3 As true as God’s own Word i1s true, Not earth nor

4 A-men, Lord Je - sus, grant our prayer; Great Cap - tain,
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seeks  your o - ver-throw; Dread not his rage and pow'’r.
can a - venge your wrongs; Leave it to Him, our Lord.
hell’s sa - tan - ic crew A - gainst us shall pre- vail.
now Thine arm make bare, Fight for us once a - gain!
) # .
[ a1 I | I 1 I f I I L
Hes—¢ i - s — r ] —— j
[ \Q)V > [ J 1 ] [# ) -
And though your cour -  age some-times faints, His seem-ing
Though hid - den yet from mor - tal eyes, His Gid - eon
Their might? A joke, a mere fa - cade! God is with
So shall Thy saints and mar - tyrs raise A might-y
) # . ‘
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tri - umph o’er God’s saints Lasts but a lit - tle hour.
shall for you a - rise, Up - hold you and His Word.
us and we with God— Our vic - try can-not fail
cho - rus to Thy praise For - ev - er-more. A - men.

Tune and text: Public domain
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62n5 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread
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Lord Je - sus Christ, life - giv - ing bread, May I in grace

1
2 To pas-tures green, Lord, safe - ly guide, To rest - ful  wa -
3 0 bread of heav’n, my soul’s de - light, For full and free
41 do not mer - it fa - vor, Lord, My weight of sin
) # \ . . \
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pos -  sess You. Let me with ho - ly food be fed,
ters lead me; Your ta - ble well for me pro - vide,
re - mis - sion I come with prayer be - fore Your sight
would  break me; In all my guilt - y heart’s dis - cord,
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In hun - ger 1 ad - dress You. Pre - pare me well
Your wound-ed hand now feed me. Though wea-ry, sin -
In sor - row and con - tri - tion. Your righ-teous - ness,
O Lord, do not for - sake me. In my dis - tress
A — P ——
tfjﬁ: e . 1 J J= i e o]
for  You, O Lord, And, hum-bly by my  prayer im - plored,
ful, sick, and weak, Ref - uge in You a - lone 1 seek,
Lord, cov -er me That I re-ceive You  wor -thi - ly,
this com-forts me That You re-ceive me gra-cious - ly,
[ pﬂ = 1 | T 1 I I | I |

Give me Your grace and mer - cy.
To  share Your cup of heal - ing.
As - sured of Your full par - don.
O  Christ, my Lord of mer - cy!

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
DISMISSAL

P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in the
one, true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart in the joy of & His peace.
Amen.
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Thank the Lord (Sung)
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
(Sung) Amen.

17|Page



Closing Hymn
71}0 | Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
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11 am Je - sus’ lit - tle lamb, Ev - er glad at
2 Day by day, at home, a - way, Je - sus is my
3 Who so hap - py as | am, E - ven now the

o) . | .
[ I I | I | | | ] > I |
g

heart 1 am; For my Shep - herd gent - ly guides me,
staff and  stay. When 1 hun - ger, Je - sus feeds me,
Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
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Knows my need and well pro-vides me, Loves me ev - 'ry
In - to pleas - ant pas - tures leads me; When 1 thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
o) |
[ — I ‘ —] i
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day the same, E - wven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters  flow.
to  His breast, There with - in  His arms to  rest

Text and tune: Public domain
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¥ SO DEO (GLORIA =

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism.
Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross (¥).
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Through the Word of God there is to come out of such a variety of
worship, one harmonious flock under one Shepherd (John 10:16). Itis
truly wonderful that a human heart can dare conceive of this, believe
in it, and firmly prophesy that it will happen, especially when one
considers how hard the devil will oppose, resist, and block it with all
the power and wisdom of this world, so that it would seem to be a sheer
impossibility. Nevertheless, the psalmist has the courage to say it, and
in spite of all it has come to pass. Both are great miracles: that a man
should believe this, and that it should actually happen.

From this we see that the Word of God must be an almighty power of
God (Rom. 1:16). It has cleaned up the idolatry, sectarianism, and error
that then prevailed in the world so thoroughly that not a shred
remains, despite the fact that emperors, princes, wise men, saints, all
devils, and the whole world raged with such stubborn violence against
it. The world has never taken it upon itself to fight idolatry. It can put
up with any amount of error. But when God’s Word comes, the world
goes mad and refuses to stand for it. The world has had to stand for it,
however, and has even been thoroughly defeated. This is the greatest
work God has done on earth, much greater than leading the Children of
Israel out of Egypt, when only King Pharaoh and his followers were
drowned in the Red Sea. But now the whole angry, perverse world has
been drowned, and God’s Word and Christendom survive. Let us praise
such a work, and let us comfort ourselves with the conviction given us
by this example, that God’s Word will and must remain even though the
devil and the world storm and rage against it ever so violently. The
Word has done many wonder's in the world, and it is not finished yet.

¥ Martin Luther =
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