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Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Rev. David C. Zimmer – Pastor 

A Biblical, Confessional and Traditional congregation in the Chicago region 

committed to ministering to sinners with the forgiving presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

The Office of Tenebrae 

 

AN EXPLANATION OF THE TENEBRAE SERVICE 

 
 Good Friday is part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day observance of Christ's Passion. Good 

Friday is not observed as a funeral for Christ. It is a day for repentance over sin and restrained joy 

and praise for the redemption of Christ accomplished for us on the cross. In keeping with this 

character, music is kept at a minimum, though not silenced. Elaborate words of praise are omitted, 

and the altar remains bare, having been stripped on Holy Thursday. 

 The Service of Tenebrae is an ancient Holy Week devotion finding its beginning in the 7th or 

8th century after Christ. The name "Tenebrae" is from the Latin meaning “ shadows” or "darkness." 

In the Service, candles are extinguished one by one to remind the hearer of the darkness which 

covered the earth when Jesus hung on the cross, the darkness which covered the people who 

rejected the Son of God, and the gradual expiration and death of Jesus on the cross. As the candles 

are extinguished, the church is gradually cast into darkness.  This brings to completion the Good 

Friday Service.   

 The penitential lessons, together with the symbolic ceremony of extinguishing lights, fittingly 

express the sorrow in the church during these days.  No Service during the entire Church Year is 

more Biblical; nearly every word of Tenebrae is taken directly from the Scriptures. 

 Following the opening versicles, the Service is divided into sections, called "Nocturns."  Each 

Nocturn ends with the extinguishing of candles and the darkening of the church. 

 The Central candle, or Paschal candle, representing our Lord, is not extinguished, but as 

Christ's body was hidden in the grave for 3 days, so this candle is removed and hidden for a short 

time.  While the Central candle is absent the "strepitus" is heard, a harsh noise indicating the closing 

of the tomb.  Then the Central Candle is returned to its place in anticipation of our Lord's 

resurrection. 

 At the completion of the Service the ushers will dismiss you.  Please leave the sanctuary silently, 

maintaining the spirit of humbleness befitting this solemn evening. 
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All enter in silence. 
 

please stand 

 

Opening Versicles 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 

Opening Collect 
 

P Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus 

Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to 

suffer death on the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

please be seated 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

 
After the reading: 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 
Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 

 

 

 

 

 
    Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Collect 

P Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered 

Him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross. Grant that our hearts may be so 

fixed with steadfast faith in Him that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the 

devil; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Epistle Reading       2 Corinthians 5:14-21 
 

After the reading: 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 
 

Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 

 

 

 

 
 

5 If my sins give me alarm 

    And my conscience grieve me, 

Let Your cross my fear disarm; 

    Peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won 

    By Your holy passion. 

If for me He slays His Son, 

    God must have compassion! 
 

Collect 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the pains of the cross 

that You might remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to remember and give 

thanks for our Lord’s Passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and redemption from 
everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

6 Graciously my faith renew; 

    Help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from You, 

    Peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give You love for love! 

    Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above 

    Sing Your praise forever. 
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  THE PASSION ACCORDING TO SAINT JOHN   
 

+  +  +  +  The First Nocturn  +  +  +  + 

 
Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane 

Saint John 18:1-11 
 

 
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 

 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
    Tune: Public domain 
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+  +  +  +  The Second Nocturn  +  +  +  + 

 
Jesus before the High Priest 

Saint John 18:12-27 

 
 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 

 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 

Tune: Public domain 
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+  +  +  +  The Third Nocturn  +  +  +  + 

 
Jesus before Pontius Pilate 

Saint John 18:28-40 

 
 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 

 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
    Tune: Public domain 
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+  +  +  +  The Fourth Nocturn  +  +  +  + 

 
Jesus Delivered to Be Crucified 

Saint John 19:1-16A 

 
 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 

 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
    Tune: Public domain 
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+  +  +  +  The Fifth Nocturn  +  +  +  + 

 
The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ 

Saint John 19:16b – 24 

 
 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

 

 

 

 
    Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
    Tune: Public domain 
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+  +  +  +  The Sixth Nocturn  +  +  +  + 

 
The Seven Words of Jesus and His Death 

 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” 

Saint Luke 23:33-38 

“Woman, behold your son! … Behold your mother!” 

Saint John 19:23-27 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 

Saint Luke 23:39-43 

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

Saint Matthew 27:43-47, 49 

“I thirst!” 

Saint John 19:28-29 

“It is finished!” 

Saint John 19:30 

 “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” 

Saint Luke 23:46 
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Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 

 
Homily 

 

please stand 
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Responsory  1 John 2:1-2; Mark 10:33; Psalm 32:1 
 

P We have an advocate with the Father; 

Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven 

and whose sin is put away. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P We have an advocate with the Father; 

Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

Kyrie — Lord, Have Mercy  Mark 10:47 
 

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Christ, have mercy. 

C Christ, have mercy. 

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  Matthew 6:9-13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver  us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Salutation and Closing Collects 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful 

men to suffer death on the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the 

pains of the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us so 

to remember and give thanks for our Lord's passion that we may receive 

forgiveness of sin and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

please be seated 

 

Hymn 
 

On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
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+  +  +  +  The Seventh Nocturn  +  +  +  + 

 
The Burial of Jesus 
Saint John 19:16b – 24 

 

+  +  +  +  Conclusion  +  +  +  + 
 

P Christ humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even the 

     death of the cross.  

C Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name 

that is above every name. 
 

+ THE CENTRAL CANDLE IS REMOVED + 
 

Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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 THE SANTUARY IS CAST INTO DARKNESS  
 

P Let us pray:  Gracious Jesus, our Lord and our God, You bore our sins in Your 

own body on the tree of the cross so that we, being dead to sin, might live unto 

righteousness.  Have mercy upon us now and at the hour of our death, and grant 

to us, with all those who devoutly remember Your blessed Passion, a holy and 

peaceful life in this world and through Your grace eternal glory in the life to 

come; for You live with the Father and the Holy Spirit one God, now and 

forever. 
 

C Amen. 

 

+ THE STREPITUS IS HEARD + 
The strepitus is heard, a noise signifying the closing of the tomb and the earthquake 

which occurred at the time of our Lord’s death. 
 

 

+ THE CENTRAL CANDLE IS RETURNED + 
The Central candle is brought back into the chancel, in anticipation of our Lord's 

resurrection.   

 
 

As with the service for Maundy Thursday, there is no benediction in this evening’s 

Tenebrae Service. The extended service of the Triduum (three days) will conclude with 

our Easter celebration. Please feel free to remain in prayer as long as you desire. 

 

As you are ushered out, please leave in silence, maintaining the spirit of humbleness 

befitting this solemn evening. 

 

You may place your offering in the plate in the narthex as you leave the church. 

 

 

  TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY   
 

 
This service has been adapted from Lutheran Service Book Altar Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 

License #000012379. Scripture quotations from The Holy Bible: English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 

division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


