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Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church  
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Rev. David C. Zimmer – Pastor 

A Biblical, Confessional and Traditional congregation in the Chicago region 

committed to ministering to sinners with the forgiving presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
The Divine Service of Holy Communion 

 

HE IS RISEN!   He is risen indeed!  Christ is victorious and so are we!  Don’t you know that 

all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  We were 

therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may walk in newness of life.   

Romans 6:3-4 
 

 

DEAR GUESTS, The Easter message "He Is Risen" would mean nothing to us unless 

our gracious God had provided the means by which we each may receive the 

blessings earned for us by Christ's death and guaranteed by His resurrection.  The 

ways God brings the forgiveness Jesus earned for us on the cross is through the 

Holy Scriptures, Absolution, Baptism and the Lord's Supper! As we celebrate this 

Sacrament, we also humbly acknowledge the Bible’s concern for doctrinal oneness 

by those who receive it together. For this reason the congregations of the Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice of 

“Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a 

communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune 

this morning.  It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice 

of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship 

with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have 

for Christ and His Word concerning this precious gift. If you would like a blessing, 

as you kneel at the altar, please cross your arms so that your right hand is on 

your left shoulder and left hand is on your right shoulder.  God bless you for 

Your understanding. Thank you for your understanding. 
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The Announcement of our Lord's Resurrection 
After the bell rings please rise and face the processional cross 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
 

Collect 

P Let us pray: Almighty God, through the resurrection of Your Son You have 

secured peace for our troubled consciences. Grant us this peace evermore that 

trusting in the merit of Your Son we may come at last to the perfect peace of 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading John 20:1-18 
 

The Resurrection 

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 

was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she 

ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going 

toward the tomb. 4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths 

lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 

into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been 

on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8Then 

the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the 

dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look 

into the tomb. 12And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 

lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
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weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 

they have laid him.” 14Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but 

she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 

Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if 

you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 
16Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 

means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended 

to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced 

to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

 

 
Easter Acclamation 

 

P  The Lord is Risen! 

C He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

P Let us go forth in peace. 

C In the name of the Lord. Alleluia! 
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Jesus Christ Is Risen Today - (Choir Sings Stanza 3)     
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Service of the Word 
 
Introit  Exodus 15:2a, 6, 13, 17-18; antiphon: Exodus 15:1b 

 
 

A I will sing to the LORD, for He has triumphed | gloriously;* 

the horse and his rider He has thrown in- | to the sea. 
 

C The LORD is my strength | and my song,* 

and He has become my sal- | vation; 

Your right hand, O LORD, glorious | in power,* 

Your right hand, O LORD, shatters the | enemy. 

You have led in Your steadfast love the people whom You | have redeemed;* 

You have guided them by Your strength to Your ho- | ly abode. 

You will bring them in and plant them on Your own | mountain,* 

the place, O LORD, which You have made for | Your abode, 

the sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have es- | tablished.* 

The LORD will reign forever and | ever. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*  

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

A I will sing to the LORD, for He has triumphed | gloriously;* 

the horse and his rider He has thrown in- | to the sea. 

 

 

 

 

Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection, not in 
books alone but in every leaf of springtime. 

Martin Luther 
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Kyrie  Lord, Have Mercy  Mark 10:47 
 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C (Sung) Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise  This Is the Feast (Sung)  Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 
 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
   

P Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You 

have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that 

we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised 

from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 Be Seated  

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 65:17–25 

“At that time, declares the Lord, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they 

shall be my people.” 2Thus says the Lord: “The people who survived the sword 

found grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, 3the Lord appeared to 

him from far away. I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have 

continued my faithfulness to you. 4Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O 

virgin Israel! Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines and shall go forth in 

the dance of the merrymakers. 5Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains 

of Samaria; the planters shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit. 6For there shall be a 

day when watchmen will call in the hill country of Ephraim: ‘Arise, and let us go up 

to Zion, to the Lord our God.’” 

 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

 

“With Loudest Rejoicing” J.S. Bach (duet) 

 
 

 

 

By His resurrection, He made 

death a passage rather              

than an end. 

Gregory of Nyssa (c. A.D. 335–395) 
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The Second Reading Acts 10:34–43 

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news 

of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what 

happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that 

John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all that 

he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made him 

to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as 

witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the 

prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 Stand  
 

 
Gospel Procession 

 

On Easter and other High Feasts of the Church Year it is customary for the Gospel to 

be read from the midst of the Congregation.  This is the confession of the Church that 

the Risen Christ is truly present with His Church according to His promise, "The one 

who hears you hears me” As the Organ plays the introduction to the hymn, please 

stand and direct your attention to the cross and the Holy Scriptures as they are 

carried into the midst of the Congregation. 
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He Is Arisen! Glorious Word 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 

  

 
  

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there 

was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven 

and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards 

trembled and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do 



 11 

not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not 

here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then 

go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, 

he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told 

you.” 8So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and 

ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 

And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus 

said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, 

and there they will see me.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 Be Seated  

 

Hymn of the Day 
 
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 

 

 

 
Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
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Sermon  
 

 Stand  

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Offertory 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 

Dear Guests, Please read our Communion Practice on page 2 of this service folder. 
 

 

 
Preface 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most especially are we bound to 

praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very 

Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore 

with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 

angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be Thy name, 

    Thy kingdom come, 

    Thy will be done on earth 

     as it is in heaven; 

       give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses 

            as we forgive those 

             who trespass against us; 

      and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

       and the power and the glory 

   forever and ever. Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 
  

P  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 

cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei 
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 Be Seated  

 

Distribution Hymns Sung as needed 

 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

 

 
 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 

Foll’wing our exalted Head. 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is 

your victory? Christ is risen, and you are 

overthrown! Christ is risen, and the demons are 

fallen! Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice! 

Christ is risen, and life reigns! 
 St. John Chrysostom (c. 347–407) 
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Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 

 

Christ’s resurrection is the beginning of our righteousness.  

Where there is no resurrection, there is no righteousness; where there is 

no righteousness, there is no faith; where there is no faith, there is no 

salvation. But Christ is risen, and thus we have all these things! 
Martin Luther  
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Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 Stand  
 

Dismissal 
 

P The Sacred body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in the One True Christian Faith unto life everlasting. 

Depart T in the joy of His peace. 

C Amen. 
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Post-Communion Canticle 
 
Thank the Lord 
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Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Benediction 

 

 

 
 

 
  

To have God’s face shining upon us is to 

have a gracious God who looks upon us 

in mercy. 

Martin Luther 
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Recessional Hymn 
 
I Know That My Redeemer Lives – (Choir Sings Stanzas 3 & 5) 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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How Do We Prepare For Death? 
 

In the past much has been written, and with a show of great learning at that, about 

the manner in which we should prepare for death and await the last day.  But it 

has only made timid consciences much more depressed, for the writers have not 

been able to refer men to the consolation of the great wealth of grace and 

salvation in Christ but have merely directed people to their own works and pious 

lives as a support against death and the judgment of God. 

 

Instead of such misdirection we now see the precious grace of God at work.  

Whoever has the Word of the Gospel goes forth to discharge the duties of 

whatever office or position he may hold.  He consoles himself with the fact that 

through Baptism he is incorporated in Christ.  He receives absolution and for the 

strengthening of his faith partakes of the Lord's Supper, committing his soul to 

Christ.  Why should such a person fear death?  Regardless of when it comes, 

whether by pestilence or accident, whether it finds him awake or asleep, he is in 

Christ and is, therefore, always ready and well prepared for death. 
 Martin Luther  

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 


