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CHRIST HAS ASCENDED AND IS SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF 

GOD.  But the Ascension does not mean that He has left His beloved bride for He promises 

to remain with His Church to lead, guide, comfort and sustain Her.  One of the ways in 

which our Lord fulfills this promise is in the Sacrament of the Altar.  It is Jesus, present with 

His body and blood, who invites you to be His  guest at the Altar and to receive from Him 

His very body broken and His blood shed for  the forgiveness of sin.  Here He gives His 

Bride Her life.  Here He gives His bride Her hope of salvation. Here He gives His Bride the 

righteousness and purity that She must have to dwell with Her Savior for eternity. 
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After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented Himself alive to the apostles, 

“appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 

1:3). When He ascended to the right hand of the Father, He did not orphan His 

Church, but He fills all things in heaven and on earth and gives gifts to His disciples. 

Even now, through His Church, He continues “to do and teach” (Acts 1:1), preaching 

“repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47), even “to the end of the earth” 

(Acts 1:8). Though the cloud hid Jesus from the sight of His disciples then, and He 

remains hidden from sight even now, He remains with His people through His Gospel 

and Sacraments. He comes to us by the word of His apostles, by the promise of His 

Father and by the power of the Holy Spirit, whom He pours out upon “the church, 

which is his body” (Eph. 1:22–23). In this Holy Christian Church, we bless God and 

worship Christ with joy, for in His Church He blesses us with forgiveness, lifts us up 

in His hands and seats us with Himself “in the heavenly places” (Eph. 1:20). 
 

 

Prayer before Worship 
 

O Jesus Christ, almighty Son of God, You are no longer in humiliation here on earth, 

but are seated at the right hand of Your Father, Lord over all things: We beseech 

You, send us Your Holy Spirit; give Your Church pious pastors, preserve Your Word, 

control and restrain the devil and all who would oppress us; mightily uphold Your 

kingdom, until all Your enemies have been put under Your feet, that we may hold 

the victory over sin, death, and the devil; through You, who live and reign with God 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

P designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor 

C designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation 
 designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made 

 designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza 
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  PREPARATION   
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

494 See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20 
 

The sign of the cross () may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 1 John 1:8-9 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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  SERVICE OF THE WORD   
 

INTROIT PSALM 110:1, 4–5; ANTIPHON: PSALM 47:5 

 

 
 

The 110th psalm is a prophecy of Christ, that He shall be an eternal king and priest, 

indeed true God, sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and that He would be 

glorified and recognized. In the entire Scripture there is nothing like this psalm. It would 

be right to acknowledge it as the chief confirmation of the Christian faith. For nowhere 

else is Christ prophesied with such clear, plain words as a priest and an eternal priest. 

It is prophesied as well that the priesthood of Aaron would be abolished. This psalm is 

yet again and more splendidly extolled in the Epistle to the Hebrews. It is indeed a 

shame that such a psalm is not more richly extolled by Christians. 

[Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 268] 
 

 
 
 

A  God has gone up | with a shout,* 

 the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 
 

C  The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My | right hand,* 

 until I make Your enemies Your | footstool.” 
 

 The LORD has sworn and will not | change His mind,* 

 “You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.” 
 

 The Lord is at your | right hand;* 

 He will shatter kings on the day | of His wrath. 
 

     Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

     as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

A  God has gone up | with a shout,* 

 the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 
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Kyrie  Lord, Have Mercy  Mark 10:47 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C (Sung) Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise  This Is the Feast (Sung)  Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 
 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (Sung) And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the 

heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with 

Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

The First Reading Acts 1:1-11 

  In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 

teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive 

after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 

but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 

seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, 

as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And 

while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 

robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 

 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



8 | P a g e  

 

Gradual Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

 

A  Christ has arisen | from the dead.* 

   God the Father has crowned Him 

with glory and | honor, 

 He has given Him dominion over the works | of His hands;* 

   He has put all things un- | der His feet. 

Epistle Ephesians 1:15-23 

 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 

my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 

spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your 

hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 

of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head 

over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse (Sung) John 6:68 

C Alleluia. 

 Lord, to whom shall we go? 

 You have the words of eternal life. 

 Alleluia, alleluia. 
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The Paschal Candle 
 

At the conclusion of the Gospel reading the Paschal Candle, which has been lit since 

Easter, will be extinguished. The Paschal Candle symbolizes the visible presence of 

Christ with His disciples after His resurrection. With His ascension Jesus’ visible 

presence is withdrawn, yet He continues to abide with His Church through the 

preaching of His Word and the administration of the Sacraments.  The Paschal 

Candle will again be lit at Easter next year and will also be lit during Funerals and 

at Baptisms, as a confession of Christ’s Resurrection. 

 

Holy Gospel Luke 24:44-53 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the Twenty-Fourth Chapter. 

C (sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

  Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my 

words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he 

opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and 

said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should 

suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed 

in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am 

sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in 

the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting 

up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, 

he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
  

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 

 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
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Apostles Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

      born of the virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     The forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 

After each petition: After the final petition: 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy: … one God, now and forever. 

C Hear our prayer. Amen. 
 

 

Offering (YOU MAY PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE PLATES IN THE BACK OF THE NAVE AS YOU 

ARE LEAVING.)  
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Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

C (Sung) What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits   to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the 

Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
 

  SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (Sung) And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C (Sung) We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C (Sung) It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…………………… evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

C (Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He  who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord’s Prayer           Matthew 6:9-13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C (Sung) Amen. 
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Agnus Dei (Sung) John 1:19 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Dear Visitors and Friends:   The right hand of God is not a confining physical spot!  It is, 

rather, the almighty power of God which fills heaven and earth.  THE ASCENSION OF OUR 

LORD to God’s right hand, therefore, means that He now fills and rules all things with His 

power and majesty, not only as God but also as man.  For Him it is not too great a thing 

to be present with His very body and blood of the Lord’s Supper as he promised. As we 

receive this Sacrament, the oneness of fellowship at the Altar (I Corinthians 10:17) 

presupposes a oneness in doctrine with the Apostles (Acts 2:42).  For this reason the 

congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical 

and historical practice of “Closed Communion.”   If you desire to receive the Lord's 

Supper and are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd or a sister 

congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you 

not commune this evening.  Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer 

about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this 

congregation.  It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the 

administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but 

instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His 

Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding! 

 
 

Distribution Hymn are sung as needed 
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537 Beautiful Savior 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

 

492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
Tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P The eating and drinking of your Savior’s Sacred body and blood strengthen and 

preserve you in the one, true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart in the joy 

of  His peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Thank the Lord (Sung)  

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 

peace. 

C (Sung) Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 
 

495 Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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  SOLI  DEO  GLORIA   
 

 

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace alone 

through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism. 

Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross (). 

 

 

 
 

 

Ascension Day commemorates the ascension of Christ into 

Heaven. Also known as the Feast of Ascension, it occurs on 

the Thursday 40 days after Easter. According to Augustine of 

Hippo, one of the early church fathers, the Feast of Ascension 

originated with the Apostles. John Chrysostom and Gregory 

of Nyssa, contemporaries of Augustine, refer to it as being one 

of the oldest feasts practiced by the Church, possibly going as 

far back as AD 68. There is no written evidence, however, of 

the Church honoring Ascension Day until Augustine's time in 

the fourth century. For many Christians, Ascension Day's 

meaning provides a sense of hope that the glorious and 

triumphant return of Christ is near. It is a reminder of the 

Kingdom of God within their hearts, and of the ever-present 

Spirit of God, watching over and protecting them as they 

spread the light of Jesus' truth throughout the world. 
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