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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today.  You have 

joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served 

by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy 

Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no 

Church!  Therefore, the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His 

people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is 

why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God’s Service to His people!  This service 

reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar. 
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On the eve of His Passion, Christ Jesus intercedes for the disciples as their merciful 

and great High Priest. He prays that His Father would protect them “from the evil 

one” and preserve them in His name (John 17:11–12, 15). Along with His prayer, 

Christ Himself comes to the Father by His self-sacrifice upon the cross, thereby 

consecrating Himself for the sake of His disciples, “that they also may be sanctified 

in truth” (John 17:19). To that same end, He speaks to them in the world and gives 

them His Father’s Word, that is, Himself. His apostles, in turn, have written these 

things “to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that 

you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13). For “this life is in his Son,” whom He has given 

by His Word, and “whoever has the Son has life” (1 John 5:11–12). By this apostolic 

testimony, disciples are gathered together “with one accord,” as one Body in Christ, 

“devoting themselves to prayer” and waiting upon the Lord in “the upper room” of 

His Church on earth (Acts 1:13–14). 

 

 

Prayer before Worship 
 

Almighty God, You have promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in Your 

Son’s name. Mercifully incline Your ears to us who have now made our prayers and 

supplications to You, and grant that those things that we have faithfully asked 

according to Your will we may receive to meet our need and bring glory to You; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

P designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor 

C designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation 
 designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made 

 designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza 
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  PREPARATION   
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

517 By All Your Saints in Warfare 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20 
 

The sign of the cross () may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 1 John 1:8-9 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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  SERVICE OF THE WORD   
 

INTROIT PSALM 27:1A, 4–5, 10, 14; ANTIPHON: V. 7 

 
 

The 27th psalm is a psalm of thanks. However, it also prays much and gives us comfort 

against the false teachers who give a false witness, blaspheming without any 

hesitation. For only entirely foolhardy saints would give a witness, bold and impudent, 

before God – from whom they have no command! Yet we see it daily: the more foolish 

and unlearned the people are, the more bold and audacious they are to preach and to 

teach the whole world. No one knows anything; they alone know all. They prepare 

themselves to make war and revolt against the true saints and God-fearers. This psalm 

belongs in the Second and First Commandments and in the First and Second Petitions. 

[Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 66] 
 

A  Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
 

C  The LORD is my light and my sal- | vation;* 

 whom | shall I fear? 
 

 One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:* 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze 

upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his | temple. 
 

 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;* 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on 

a rock. 
 

 For my father and my mother have for- | saken me,* 

 but the LORD will | take me in. 
 

Wait | for the LORD;* 

 be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait | for the LORD! 
 

     Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

     as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

A  Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me!  



6 | P a g e  

 

Kyrie  Lord, Have Mercy  Mark 10:47 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C (Sung) Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C (Sung) Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise  This Is the Feast (Sung)  Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 
 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (Sung) And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us 

not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from 

the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
 

C   Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

The First Reading Acts 1:12–26 

Then [the apostles] returned to 

Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 

journey away. 13And when they had 

entered, they went up to the upper 

room, where they were staying, Peter 

and John and James and Andrew, Philip 

and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus 

and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son 

of James. 14All these with one accord 

were devoting themselves to prayer, 

together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was 

in all about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 

Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide 

to those who arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was allotted his 

share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, 

and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And 

it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their 

own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let 

another take his office.’ 
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21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day 

when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to 

his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 

called Justus, and Matthias. 24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts 

of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry 

and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast 

lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 

apostles. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

 

A  Christ has arisen | from the dead.* 

   God the Father has crowned Him 

with glory and | honor, 

 He has given Him dominion over the works | of His hands;* 

   He has put all things un- | der His feet. 

Epistle 1 John 5:9–15 

  9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this 

is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in 

the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made 

him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning 

his Son. 11And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 

Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 

have life. 

 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you 

may know that you have eternal life. 14And this is the confidence that we have toward 

him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15And if we know that he 

hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of 

him. 
 

 A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse (Sung) John 6:68 

C Alleluia. 

 Lord, to whom shall we go? 

 You have the words of eternal life. 

 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 

Holy Gospel John 17:11b–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Seventeenth Chapter. 

C (sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 [Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your 

name, which you have given me, that they may be 

one, even as we are one. 12While I was with them, I 

kept them in your name, which you have given me. 

I have guarded them, and not one of them has 

been lost except the son of destruction, that the 

Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming 

to you, and these things I speak in the world, that 

they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I 

have given them your word, and the world has 

hated them because they are not of the world, just 

as I am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take 

them out of the world, but that you keep them 

from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just 

as I am not of the world. 17Sanctify them in the 

truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the 

world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for 

their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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539 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

 

Stand 
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Apostles Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth. 

  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

      born of the virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     The forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life  everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 

After each petition: After the final petition: 

 

P Let us pray to the Lord: … one God, now and forever. 

C Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
 

 

Offering (YOU MAY PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE PLATES IN THE BACK OF THE NAVE AS YOU 

ARE LEAVING.)  
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Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19 

C (Sung) What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits   to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the 

Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
 

  SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (Sung) And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C (Sung) We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C (Sung) It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…………………… evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

C (Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He  who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord’s Prayer           Matthew 6:9-13 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C (Sung) Amen. 
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Agnus Dei (Sung) John 1:19 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Dear Visitors and Friends:   The Easter message "He Is Risen" would mean nothing to us 

unless our gracious God had provided the means by which we each may receive the 

blessings earned for us by Christ's death and guaranteed by His resurrection.  The ways 

God brings the forgiveness Jesus earned for us on the cross is through the Holy Scriptures, 

Absolution, Baptism, and the Lord's Supper!  

As we celebrate this Sacrament, we also humbly acknowledge the Bible’s concern for 

doctrinal oneness by those who receive it together.  

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to 

follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive 

the Lord’s Supper and are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister 

congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you 

not commune this morning.  Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer 

about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this 

congregation.  It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the 

administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but 

instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His 

Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 

Distribution Hymn are sung as needed 
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842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
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773 Hear Us, Father, When We Pray 

 

 

 

 
Text: © Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

P The eating and drinking of your Sacred Savior’s body and blood strengthen you 

and preserve you in the one, true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart in 

the joy of  His peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Thank the Lord (Sung)  

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C (Sung) Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 
 

651 I Love Your Kingdom, Lord 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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  SOLI  DEO  GLORIA   
 

 

 

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace alone 

through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism. 

Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross (). 



20 | P a g e  

 

 In John 17:11 Christ prays: “That they may 

be one in Me, as I and the Father are one.” If I 

cling to Christ in true faith and remain in Him, 

it is impossible for sin and death to accuse and 

condemn me; for Christ has conquered them. 

This, however, is accomplished, not by our 

strength but by faith in Him. In this way we, 

like pious lambs, remain resting in the arms of 

Christ, the faithful Shepherd. 

 Therefore whoever is a Christian and takes 

hold of Christ by faith is not terrified by the 

devil; nor is he cowed by sin and death. Even 

though he feels his sins and is frightened and 

saddened by them, he nevertheless overcomes 

this feeling and is not subdued; for he will be 

quick to say: “I believe in the Son of God and of 

Mary. He is the devil’s venom and death; but at 

the same time He is my salvation, my remedy, 

and my life.” 

 Martin Luther  


