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 DIVINE SERVICE 
Setting 1

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today. You have
joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served
by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy
Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no
Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His
people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is
why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God’s Service to His people! This service
reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.

“God is love,” and He has manifested Himself to us by sending “his only Son into
the world, so that we might live through him” (1 John 4:9, 16). By the ministry of the
Gospel, “he has given us of his Spirit,” so that we also believe and confess “that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.” In this way, we “abide in him and he in us,” and
we “love one another” (1 John 4:2, 7, 13). Such divine love is exemplified in Philip’s
preaching of “the good news about Jesus” to the Ethiopian eunuch. And when “they
came to some water,” the eunuch was baptized into the very Gospel that Philip had
preached (Acts 8:35–38). That Ethiopian was thereby grafted into “the true vine,”
Jesus Christ (John 15:1), just as we are. Already we are clean because of the Word
that Christ has spoken to us and by the washing of water with His Word. We now
abide in Him by faith in His forgiveness. As He abides in us, both body and soul,
with His own body and His blood, He “bears much fruit” in us (John 15:3–5).
Prayer before Worship

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, we bless and praise You forever, that You
sent Your Son to rule over us poor sinners, who for our transgressions justly
deserved to remain in the bondage of sin and Satan, and that in Him You gave us
a meek and righteous King, who by His death became our Savior from sin and
eternal death. We beseech You so to enlighten, govern and direct us by Your Holy
Spirit, that we may ever remain faithful to this righteous King and Savior, and not,
after the manner of the world, be offended by His humble form and despised Word,
but, firmly believing in Him, obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

P
C



designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor
designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation
designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made
designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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 PREPARATION 
HYMN OF INVOCATION
474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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Stand

INVOCATION

Matthew 28:19-20
The sign of the cross () may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

1 John 1:8-9

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
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 SERVICE OF THE WORD 
INTROIT

PSALM 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; ANTIPHON: JOHN 16:16

The 145th Psalm is a psalm of thanks for the kingdom of Christ, which was to come. It
strongly urges the high, exalted work of praising God and glorifying His power and
kingdom. For Christ’s kingdom and power are hidden under the cross. If the cross were
not extolled through preaching, teachi8ng, and confession, who could have ever
thought of it, to say nothing of knowing it? But such is His kingdom and power, that
He aided the fallen, called the needy to Himself, made sinners godly, and brought the
dead to life. Yes, He is the one who gives food to all, who hears the call of His saints,
does what they desire, and protects them.
[Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 344]

A A little while, and you will see me no | longer;*
and again a little while, and you will | see me.
C The LORD is my | shepherd;*
I | shall not want.
I will extol you, my | God and King,*
and bless your name forever and | ever.
Every day I will | bless you*
and praise your name forever and | ever.
The LORD is gracious and | merciful,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
All your works shall give thanks to you, | O LORD,*
and all your saints shall | bless you!
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
A A little while, and you will see me no | longer;*
and again a little while, and you will | see me.
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Kyrie  Lord, Have Mercy
A
C
A
C
A
C
A
C
A
C

Mark 10:47

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
(Sung) Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
(Sung) Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
(Sung) Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
(Sung) Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
(Sung) Amen.

Hymn of Praise  This Is the Feast (Sung)

Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9

C This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people
of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may
love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the
many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
Sit

The First Reading

Acts 8:26–40

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and
go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert
place. 27And he rose and went. And there was
an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in
charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning,
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip,
“Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran
to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what
you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he
was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34
And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
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with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going
along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What
prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus,
and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6

Christ has arisen | from the dead.*
God the Father has crowned Him
with glory and | honor,
He has given Him dominion over the works | of His hands;*
He has put all things un- | der His feet.

A

Epistle

1 John 4:1-11

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the
Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
3
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you
are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in
the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world
listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from
God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God
is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Alleluia and Verse (Sung)
C

John 6:68

Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel
P
C

John 15:11-18

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Tenth Chapter.
(sung) Glory to You, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my
Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of
mine that does not bear fruit he takes away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already
you are clean because of the word that I have
spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone
does not abide in me he is thrown away like
a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.
7
If you abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit and so prove to be
my disciples.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit
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633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

5

Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6

Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7

Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

D 8

Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Tune and text: Public domain
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Sermon
Stand

Apostles Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life  everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

1 Timothy 2:1-4

After each petition:

After the final petition:

P Let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

… one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering (YOU MAY PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE PLATES IN THE BACK OF THE NAVE AS YOU
ARE LEAVING.)
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Offertory

Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19

C (Sung) What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the
Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

 SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136

P
C

The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
(Sung) We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
(Sung) It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary…………………… evermore praising You and
saying:

Sanctus
C

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

(Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He  who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Lord’s Prayer
P
C

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
P

Matthew 6:9-13

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P
C

John 20:19

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(Sung) Amen.
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Agnus Dei (Sung)
John 1:19
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Dear Visitors and Friends: The Easter message "He Is Risen" would mean nothing to us
unless our gracious God had provided the means by which we each may receive the
blessings earned for us by Christ's death and guaranteed by His resurrection. The ways
God brings the forgiveness Jesus earned for us on the cross is through the Holy Scriptures,
Absolution, Baptism, and the Lord's Supper!
As we celebrate this Sacrament, we also humbly acknowledge the Bible’s concern for
doctrinal oneness by those who receive it together.
For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to
follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive
the Lord’s Supper and are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister
congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you
not commune this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer
about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this
congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the
administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but
instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His
Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding.

Distribution

Hymn are sung as needed
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865 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain

Text and tune: Public domain

691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing

Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate

5

Christ, the way that leads unfailing
To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,
Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father,
Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions,
There to share Your wedding feast.

D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega,
Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
Christ, the life and resurrection,
Christ, the Church’s glorious head:
Praise and thanks and adoration
And unending worship be
To the Father and the Spirit
And to You eternally.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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Stand

DISMISSAL
P

C

The eating and drinking of your Sacred Savior’s body and blood strengthen you
and preserve you in the one, true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart in
the joy of  His peace.
Amen.

Thank the Lord (Sung)
C

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect
A

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
P

C

Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
(Sung) Amen.
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Closing Hymn
595 O Blessed Spring

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069
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 SOLI DEO GLORIA 
The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism.
Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross ().
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Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.
(John 15:3)

The point of the verse here is that the fruit, the good works,
do not make a Christian better or cleaner. Christians are
already clean, justified, pure because of the Gospel. Whenever
Christians feel their sinfulness and sin they must flee to the
Gospel which conveys to them the forgiveness of sin because
of what Christ suffered on the cross. The good works which
a Christian does, though necessary and given to him by God
(Ephesians 2:9.10), do not make the Christian better.
 Harold Buls 
“We cannot keep the Law without Christ’s aid.… So, before
we keep the Law, our hearts must be born again through
faith” (AP V 194). “Without faith, human nature does not call
upon God, nor expect anything from Him, nor bear the cross
[Matthew 16:24]. Instead, human nature seeks and trusts in
human help. So when there is no faith and trust in God, all
kinds of lusts and human intentions rule in the heart
[Genesis 6:5]” (AC XX 37–38).
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