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Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sus- | tain you;*
he will never permit the righteous to | be moved.

My heart is in anguish with- | in me;*
the terrors of death have fallen up- | on me.

But | | call to God,*
and the LorD will | save me.

Evening and morning and at noon | utter my com- | plaint and
moan,*
and he | hears my voice.

He redeems my soul in safety from the battle | that | wage,*
for many are arrayed a- | gainst me.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Cast your burden on the LORD, and he will sus- | tain you;*
he will never permit the righteous to | be moved.

Psalm 55:4, 16-18; antiphon: v. 22

Collect of the Day

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that
we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading — Acts 16:9-15

A vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was
standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and
help us.” '°And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to
go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the
gospel to them.

S0, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to
Samothrace, and the following day to Neapolis, '?and from there to
Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman
colony. We remained in this city some days. >And on the Sabbath day

we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was
a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had
come together. *One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the
city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God.
The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.
>And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us,
saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my
house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us.

Gradual
Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

Epistle — Revelation 21:9-14, 21-27
Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, | will show you the
Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” '?And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming
down out of heaven from God, ""having the glory of God, its radiance like
a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. "?It had a great, high wall,
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the
names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— on the
east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and
on the west three gates. *And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
21And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of
a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass.
22And | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb. >*And the city has no need of sun or moon to
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 2*By
its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their
glory into it, ®>and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be
no night there. *They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the
nations. ’But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what
is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book
of life.
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The Holy Gospel - John 16:23-33
Jesus said:] “In that day you will ask
nothing of me. Truly, truly, | say to you,
whatever you ask of the Father in my
name, he will give it to you. **Until now
you have asked nothing in my name.
Ask, and you will receive, that your joy
may be full.

" have said these things to you
in figures of speech. The hour is
coming when | will no longer speak to
you in figures of speech but will tell you
plainly about the Father. *°In that day
you will ask in my name, and | do not
say to you that | will ask the Father on
your behalf; ?’for the Father himself
loves you, because you have loved me
and have believed that | came from
God. %I came from the Father and have
come into the world, and now | am
leaving the world and going to the
Father.”

*His disciples said, “Ah, now you
are speaking plainly and not using
figurative speech! **Now we know that
you know all things and do not need
anyone to question you; this is why we
believe that you came from God.”
3'Jesus answered them, “Do you now

believe? **Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will
be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet | am not
alone, for the Father is with me. *| have said these things to you, that in
me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take
heart; | have overcome the world.”

We Pray to the Father in Jesus’ Name

“In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have
overcome the world” (John 16:33). Jesus has opened the way to the
Father so that “whatever you ask of the Father” in Jesus’ name, “he
will give it to you” (John 16:23). We pray, therefore, in the
confidence that we will be heard and answered, that our “joy may
be full” (John 16:24). We pray because the Gospel has been
preached to us and the Lord has opened our hearts to believe the
Gospel (Acts 16:10, 14). We pray in the name of Jesus because we
have been baptized into Him, as Lydia and her household were
baptized (Acts 16:15). We have been healed, and we live and walk
and pray in newness of life (John 5:8-9). For we stand upon the
firm foundation “of the twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Rev. 21:14),
and our temple is “the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb” (Rev.
21:22
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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today.
You have joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of
the Lamb, to be served by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word
and the administration of the Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of
Grace there are no Christians and there is no Church! Therefore the entire
Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His people through the
Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is why the
Liturgy is called “Divine Service"” - it is God's Service to His people!

The congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed
to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If
you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a communicant
member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune
this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer
about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of
this congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our
careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a
hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to
appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning
this precious gift. We do invite those who are not a member of the
LCMS to come to the altar for a blessing. If you would like a blessing,
as you kneel at the altar, please cross your arms so that your right
hand is on your left shoulder and left hand is on your right shoulder.
God bless you for Your understanding. Thank you for your
understanding.




