
Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and 

continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

First Reading – Acts 1:1–11 

  In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus 

began to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had 

given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 

chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many 

proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 

heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at 

this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for 

you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 

authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these 

things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him 

out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 

behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 

him go into heaven.” 

 
 

Epistle – Ephesians 1:15–23 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 

your love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 

the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that 

you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 

to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he 

raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 

heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave 

him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness 

of him who fills all in all. 

 

The Holy Gospel – Luke 24:44–53 

Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words 

that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must 

be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 

understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 

and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and 

that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 

these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 

you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 

blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was 

carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in the temple blessing 

God. 
 

The Paschal Candle 
 

At the conclusion of the Gospel reading the Paschal Candle, which 

has been lit since Easter, will be extinguished. The Paschal Candle 

symbolizes the visible presence of Christ with His disciples after His 

resurrection. With His ascension Jesus’ visible presence is withdrawn, 

yet He continues to abide with His Church through the preaching of 

His Word and the administration of the Sacraments.  The Paschal 

Candle will again be lit at Easter next year and will also be lit during 

Funerals and at Baptisms, as a confession of Christ’s Resurrection. 
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After He rose from the dead, the Lord Jesus presented Himself alive 

to the apostles, “appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). When He ascended to the 

right hand of the Father, He did not orphan His Church, but He fills 

all things in heaven and on earth and gives gifts to His disciples. 

Even now, through His Church, He continues “to do and teach” (Acts 

1:1), preaching “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47), 

even “to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Though the cloud hid Jesus 

from the sight of His disciples then, and He remains hidden from 

sight even now, He remains with His people through His Gospel and 

Sacraments. He comes to us by the word of His apostles, by the 

promise of His Father and by the power of the Holy Spirit, whom He 

pours out upon “the church, which is his body” (Eph. 1:22–23). In this 

Holy Christian Church, we bless God and worship Christ with joy, for 

in His Church He blesses us with forgiveness, lifts us up in His hands 

and seats us with Himself “in the heavenly places” (Eph. 1:20). 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

A Biblical, Confessional and Traditional congregation in the  Chicago 

region committed to ministering to sinners with the forgiving presence of 

Jesus Christ. 
..  
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The Ascension of our Lord 
May 29, 2022 
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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House 

today.  You have joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around 

the throne of the Lamb, to be served by the Triune God through the 

preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy Sacraments. 

Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no 

Church!  Therefore the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He 

acts towards His people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His 

gifts of life and salvation. That is why the Liturgy is called “Divine 

Service” - it is God’s Service to His people!   

 

       
 
Ascension Day commemorates the ascension of Christ into 

Heaven. Also known as the Feast of Ascension, it occurs on the 

Thursday 40 days after Easter. According to Augustine of 

Hippo, one of the early church fathers, the Feast of Ascension 

originated with the Apostles. John Chrysostom and Gregory of 

Nyssa, contemporaries of Augustine, refer to it as being one of 

the oldest feasts practiced by the Church, possibly going as far 

back as AD 68. There is no written evidence, however, of the 

Church honoring Ascension Day until Augustine's time in the 

fourth century. For many Christians, Ascension Day's meaning 

provides a sense of hope that the glorious and triumphant 

return of Christ is near. It is a reminder of the Kingdom of God 

within their hearts, and of the ever-present Spirit of God, 

watching over and protecting them as they spread the light of 

Jesus' truth throughout the world. 


