Divine Qhepliord Lthoran Churdh

The Reverend David C. Zimmer — Pastor

A BiBLICAL, CONFESSIONAL AND TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION IN THE
CHICAGO REGION COMMITTED TO MINISTERING TO SINNERS
WITH THE FORGIVING PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.

" DIVINE SERVICE *H
Setting 1

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord'’s
House today. You have joined with the seen and unseen host of
God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served by the Triune God
through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the
Holy Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no
Christians and there is no Church! Therefore the entire Liturgy
places God at center stage as He acts towards His people through
the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation.
That is why the Liturgy is called "Divine Service” - it is God's Service
to His people! This service reaches its fulfillment in the Lord's
Supper or Sacrament of the Altar.




False prophets preach what their hearers want to hear,
promising peace even when the Lord has spoken “war, famine,
and pestilence” (Jer. 28:8). But if “the LORD has truly sent the
prophet,” he speaks what the Lord has spoken, and “the word
of that prophet comes to pass” (Jer. 28:9). The preaching of
God's Law is hard, because it confronts sin, brings it to light
and makes it worse, “sinful beyond measure,” thereby
“producing death” in the sinner (Rom. 7:13). But through our
Baptism into Christ, “we are released from the law, having died
to that which held us captive” (Rom. 7:6). Now we belong “to
him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may
bear fruit for God” (Rom. 7:4). Belonging to Him puts us at
odds with the world and divides us from all earthly ties, not
only from our human family, but each person from his own
life. For Christ does not come “to bring peace, but a sword”
(Matt. 10:34). Yet, whoever takes up his cross to follow Christ,
and “loses his life” for Christ's sake, finds new life in Him (Matt.
10:38-39).

Prayer before Worship

Almighty, everlasting God, through Your only Son, our blessed
Lord, You commanded us to love our enemies, to do good to
those who hate us, and to pray for those who persecute us.
Therefore, we earnestly implore You that by Your gracious
working our enemies may be led to true repentance, may have
the same love toward us as we have toward them, and may be
of one accord and of one mind and heart with us and with
Your whole Church; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

(P}  designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor

designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation

% designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made

/A designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza
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¥ PREPARATION *H

HYMN OF INVOCATION

661 The Son of God Goes Forth to War
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1 The Son of God goes forth to war A king - ly crown to gain.

2 The mar-tyr first, whose ea-gle eye Could pierce be-yond the grave,
3 A glo-rious band, the cho-sen few, On  whom the Spir - it came,
4 A no-ble ar - my, men and boys, The ma - tron and the maid,
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His blood-red ban - ner streams a - far;, Who fol - lows in His train?
Who saw his mas - ter in the sky And called on Him to save.
Twelve val - iant saints— their hope they knew And mocked the cross and flame.
A - round the Sav -ior’s throne re-joice,In  robes of light ar-rayed.
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Who best candrink His cup of woe, Tri - um-phant o - ver pain,
Like Him, with par-don on His tongueln midst of mor-tal pain,
They met the ty-rant’s bran-dished steel, The li - on’s gor-y mane;
They climbed the steep as - cent of heav’'nThroughper - il, toil, and pain.
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Who pa - tient bears his cross be - low— He fol-lows in His train.

He prayed for those who did the wrong— Who fol-lows in his train?

They bowed their necks their death to feel— Who fol-lows in their train?

0 God, to us may grace be giv’n To fol-low in their train!
Tune and text: Public domain

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20

The sign of the cross (%) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
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CONFESSION OF SINS 1 John 1:8-9

(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.
Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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" SERVICE OF THE WORD ™
INTROIT Psalm 89:15-18; antiphon: Psalm 89:1

The 89th psalm is a prophecy of Christ and His kingdom. The psalmist calls it a
heavenly kingdom (as Christ Himself does in the Gospel). It takes up the prophecy of
Christ given to David and emphasizes it with an abundant spirit. Particularly, the
psalmist emphasizes that this kingdom shall never, for the sake of any sin, come to an
end or be left behind. ... But later the psalmist begins to prophecy that such a precious
and fruitful kingdom would be trampled, torn, and subverted by the Antichrist, so that
it appears as though God has forgotten His former abundant promises and is doing
the opposite of His own words. But this all is announced beforehand, to be a comfort
to us in these last days.

[Reriding the Psalms with Luther, p. 210]
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| will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever;*

with my mouth | will make known your faithfulness to
all gener- | ations.

(Sung) Blesséd are the people who know the | festal
shout,*
who walk, O Lord, in the light | of your face,

who exult in your name | all the day*
and in your righteousness are ex- | alted.

For you are the glory | of their strength;*
by your favor our horn is ex- | alted.

For our shield belongs | to the Lord,*
our king to the Holy One of | Israel.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

| will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for- | ever;*
with my mouth | will make known your faithfulness to
all gener- | ations
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Kyrie

LSB 152

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the
Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.

(Sung) Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

(Sung) Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154

P} Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on
earth.

(Sung) Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and

Father:

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for
Your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God:

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive
our prayer.

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the
Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P)

The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.
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P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit, grant that
we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and
follow its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 28:5-9
Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the
presence of the priests and all the people who were standing in
the house of the LORD, ®and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen!
May the LORD do so; may the LORD make the words that you have
prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from Babylon
the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 'Yet hear
now this word that | speak in your hearing and in the hearing of
all the people. ®The prophets who preceded you and me from
ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against
many countries and great kingdoms. °As for the prophet who
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass,
then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 11:33,36
Oh, the depth of the riches and EAs———rr+—+rm
wisdom and knowl- | edge of J ¢
God!*
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable
| his ways!

For from him and through him and to him are | all things.*
To him be glory forever. | Amen.
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Epistle Romans 7:1-13
Or do you not know, brothers—for | am speaking to those who
know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as long
as he lives? *Thus a married woman is bound by law to her
husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released
from the law of marriage. *Accordingly, she will be called an
adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is
alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she
marries another man she is not an adulteress.

4Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law
through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another,
to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may
bear fruit for God. °For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful
passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to
bear fruit for death. ®But now we are released from the law,
having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve not
under the old written code but in the new life of the Spirit.

"What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means!
Yet if it had not been for the law, | would not have known sin. |
would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said,
“You shall not covet.” ®But sin, seizing an opportunity through
the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness.
Apart from the law, sin lies dead. °l was once alive apart from the
law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and | died.
The very commandment that promised life proved to be death
to me. '"For sin, seizing an opportunity through the
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. ?So the
law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and
good.

3Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no
means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good,
in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the
commandment might become sinful beyond measure.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Stand

Alleluia and Verse (Sung) LSB 156
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 10:34-42
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth
chapter.

(sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Do not think that | have come to bring peace to
the earth. | have not come to bring peace, but a sword. SFor |
have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law. *®And a person'’s enemies will be those of his own
household. *’Whoever loves father or mother more than me is
not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me. *®And whoever does not take his
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. **Whoever finds his
life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
“O"Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me
receives him who sent me. *'The one who receives a prophet
because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the
one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous
person will receive a righteous person’s reward. “*And whoever
gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because
he is a disciple, truly, | say to you, he will by no means lose his
reward.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.
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Sit
Hymn of the Day

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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1 Let us ev - er walk with Je - sus, Fol - low His ex -
2 Let us suf - fer here with Je - sus  And with pa - tience
3 Let us glad - ly die with Je - sus. Since by death He

4 Let us al - so live with Je - sus. He has ris - en
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am - ple pure, Through a world that would de-ceive us And to
bear our cross. Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; Where He
con - quered death, He will free us from de-struc-tion, Give to
from the dead That to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus,
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sin our  spir-its lure. On - ward in His foot-steps tread-ing,
is, there is no loss. Though to - day we sow no laugh-ter,
us im - mor-tal breath. Let us mor - i - fy all pas-sion
You are  now our head. We are Your own liv - ing mem-bers;
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Pil - grims here, our home a- bove, Full of faith and
We shall reap ce - les - tal joy; All  dis - com - forts
That would lead us in - to sin; And the grave that
Where You live, there we shall be In  Your pres - ence
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hope and love, Let wus do the  Fa-ther's bid-ding. Faith- ful
that an-noy  Shall give way to mirth here - af - ter. Je - sus,
shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heav-en. Je - sus,
con - stant - ly, Liv - ing there with You for -ev -er Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a - bide; 1 shall fol - low where You guide.
here 1 share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to Kknow.
here with You 1 die, There to live with You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand
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Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no
end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I- of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4
General Prayer......Amen.

Sit

Offering (YOU MAY PLACE YOUR OFFERING IN THE PLATES IN THE
BACK OF THE NAVE AS YOU ARE LEAVING.)

Stand
Offertory LSB 159
(Sung) What shall | render to the Lord for all His benefits
to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on
the name of the Lord.
| will take the cup of salvation and will call on the
name of the Lord.
| will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence
of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of
you, O Jerusalem.
¥ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT ¥
Preface LSB 160

(P} The Lord be with you.
(Sung) And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.

(Sung) We lift them to the Lord.

[P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

(Sung) It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary........................ evermore

praising You and saying:
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Sanctus LSB 161

(Sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He ¥ who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have

had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
I body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
1 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163

(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
(Sung) Amen.
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Agnus Dei (Sung) LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.

Dear Visitors and Friends: As the first Christians devoted themselves
to the Lord's Supper, they also devoted themselves to the Apostles”
Doctrine (Acts 2:42). The two went hand in hand. As we devote
ourselves to the Lord’s Supper today, we also want to be faithful to the
Apostles’ Doctrine.

For this reason the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod have agreed to follow the Biblical and historical practice of
“Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and
are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister
congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we
respectfully ask that you not commune this morning. Rather, we
would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer about Holy Communion
and about becoming a communicant member of this congregation. It
is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of
the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our
fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to appreciate the
high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning this precious
gift. Thank you for your understanding.
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Distribution Hymn are sung as needed

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
5
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1 Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum-bly pray That  we may
2 Give us, who share this won-drous food, Your bod - vy
3 By faith Your Word has made us bold To seize the
4 One bread, one cup, one bod -y, we, Re - joic - ing
5 Lord Je - sus Christ, we hum-bly pray: 0 keep us
I ‘QL T " — n T T—1 t T
6]
of = !
feast on You to - day: Be - neath these forms of
bro - ken and Your blood, The grate - ful  peace of
gift  of love re - told; All that You are we
n our u - n -ty Pro - claim Your love un -
stead - fast till  that  day When  each will be Your
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bread and wine En - rich us with Your grace di - vine.

sins for - giv’n, The cer - tain joys of heirs of heav'n.

here re - ceive, And all we are to  You we give.

til You come To  bring Your scat - tered loved ones home.

wel - comed guest In heav - en’s high and ho - ly feast
Text and tune: Public domain

655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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1 Lord, keep us stead - fast in  Your Word;  Curb  those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow'r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your
Lord of lords a - lone; De - fend Your ho - ly Church that
u - ni -ty on earth; Sup - port us in our fi - nal
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Son And bring  to  naught all He has done.
we May sing Your praise e - ter - nal - Iy
strife And lead us out of  death to life.

Text and tune: Public domain
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626 O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith-ful God, True foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Grant me the strength to do  With read -y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words That lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 Lord, let me win my foes With kind-ly words and ac - tions,
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With - out whom noth-ing  is, All  per-fect gifts be-stow - ing:
What - ev - er  You com-mand, My call-ing here ful - fill - ing:
Guard me lest i - dle speech May from my lips be fall - ing;
And let me find good friends For coun-sel and cor-rec - tion.
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Give me a health-y frame, And may I have with - in
That I do what I should While trust - ing You to  bless
But when with -in  my place I must and ought to speak,
Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small
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A con-science free from blame, A  soul un - stained by sin.
The out-come for my good, For You must give suc - cess.
Then to my words give grace Lest I  of - fend the weak.
And by Your Spir-it’s might To live in peace with all
5 Let me depart this life
Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul
That it may live forever;
And let my body have
A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave;
And let it sleep in peace.
6  And on that final day

When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand,

My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice,

Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice

With those who love Your name.

Tune and text: Public domain
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Stand
DISMISSAL

P} The body and blood of our Lord strengthen and preserve
you steadfast in the true faith unto life everlasting.
Amen.

Thank the Lord (Sung) LSB 164

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev'ryone what
He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His
name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in
joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I« give you peace.
(Sung) Amen.
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Closing Hymn
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10O God of light, Your Word, a lamp un - fail - ing,

2 From days of old, through blind and will-ful a ges,

3 Un-dimmed by time, those words are still re - veal - ing

4 To all the world Your sum-mons You are send - ing,
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Shall pierce the dark - ness of  our earth-bound way
Though we re - belled, You gent - ly sought a - gain
To sin - ful hearts Your jus - tice and  Your grace;
Through all the earth, to ev - ‘ry land and race,
I D ﬂ T n I T n 1| 1 ]
o=—F— - =
o hl = L4 et T
And show Your grace, Your plan for wus un - veil - ing,
And spoke through saints, a - pos-tles, proph-ets, sa ges,
And quest - ing spir - its, long-ing for Your heal - ing,
That myr - iad tongues, in  one great an-them blend - ing,
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And guide our foot-steps to  the per - fect day.
Who wrote with ea - ger or re - luc - tant pen.
See Your com - pas - sion in the Sav - ior’s face.
May praise and cel - e - brate Your  gift of grace.

Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional License no. 119000000
Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CPH Limited Promotional

License no. 119000000
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¥ SoLI DEO GLORIA ™

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good
news that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. Such laudable
ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism. Those
places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally made the sign of the cross are marked

with a cross (¥).
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Jesus Christ had said to His disciples, not only: “Ye
are the light of the world,” but also: “Ye are the salt
of the earth”; that is, you are not only to proclaim the
truth, but you are also to salt the world with its sins
and errors; you are to sprinkle sharp salt on the
world to stay its corruption. They remembered that
Christ had distinctly said: “Think not that I am come
to send peace on earth; I came not to send peace, buta
sword.” Matt. 10:34. Not as though the Lord took
pleasure in Peace-destroying wars; not as though He
had come into the world to start dissensions and
discord among men; but He means to say: “My
doctrine is of such a nature that, if it is properly
proclaimed, thetically and antithetically, peace
among men cannot possibly be preserved. For as soon
as My Word is proclaimed, men will divide into two
camps: some will receive it with joy, others will be
offended by it and will begin to hate and persecute
those who receive it.

Moreover, preachers of the right character
remember that the Church is not a kingdom that can
be built up in Peace; for it is located within the
domain of the devil, who is the prince of this world.
Accordingly, the Church has no choice but to be at
war. It is ecclesia militans, the Church Militant, and
will remain such until the blessed end. Wherever a
Church is seen to be, not ecclesia militans, but ecclesia
quiescens, a Church at ease, that—you may rely on
it!—is a false Church.

= C.F.W. Walther
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