Introit i)a o th—gtgt
The LORD is merciful and | gracious,*
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.

As for man, his days | are like grass;*
he flourishes like a flower | of the field;

for the wind passes over it, and | it is gone,*
and its place knows | it no more.

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting on those who | fear him,*
and his righteousness to children’s | children,

to those who keep his | covenant*
and remember to do his com- | mandments.

The LORD has established his throne in the | heavens,*
and his kingdom rules | over all.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The LORD is merciful and | gracious,*

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
(Psalm 103:15-19; antiphon: v. 8)

Collect of the Day

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament - Isaiah 55:10-13
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
5o shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Blnstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the Lord,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”
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Gradual
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!*
How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable | his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are | all things.*
To him be glory forever. | Amen.

Epistle - Romans 8:12-17

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh. "*For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. "*For all who are led
by the Spirit of God are sons of God. "*For you did not receive the spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption
as sons, by whom we cry, “Abbal! Father!” "®The Spirit himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, 7and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in
order that we may also be glorified with him.
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The Holy Gospel — Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
That same day Jesus went out of the
house and sat beside the sea. And
great crowds gathered about him, so
that he got into a boat and sat down.
And the whole crowd stood on the
beach. *And he told them many things
in parables, saying: "A sower went out
to sow. *And as he sowed, some seeds
fell along the path, and the birds came
and devoured them. *Other seeds fell
on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and immediately they
sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, ®but when the sun rose they were
scorched. And since they had no root,
they withered away. 'Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up
and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on
good soil and produced grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
°He who has ears, let him hear. . . .
®"Hear then the parable of the
sower: "When anyone hears the word
of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what has been sown in

his heart. This is what was sown along the path. *As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives
it with joy, *'yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and
when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately he falls away. ?As for what was sown among thorns, this is
the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 2As for
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold,
in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
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The Divine Service of Holy Communion
Page 151

A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME Today, as we gather in the Lord’s House, we are
united with all the saints—both visible and invisible—around the throne of the
Lamb. Here, the Triune God serves us through His appointed Means of Grace: the
preaching of His Word and the administration of His Holy Sacraments. These are
not optional extras—they are the very heart of the Christian life and the Church
itself. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no
Church! In the Divine Service, God takes center stage, delivering His gifts of
forgiveness, life, and salvation. It is God's Service to His people. This sacred
gathering finds its high point in the celebration of the Lord's Supper, where Christ
Himself feeds us with His body and blood.

Dear Visitors and Friends:

The congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed
to follow the Biblical and historical practice of “"Closed Communion.” If
you desire to receive the Lord’s Supper and are not a communicant
member of Divine Shepherd, or a sister congregation in the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you not commune
this morning. Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer
about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of
this congregation. It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our
careful practice of the administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a
hindrance to our fellowship with you but instead that it would lead you to
appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His Word concerning
this precious gift. We do invite those who are not a member of the LCMS
to come to the altar for a blessing. If you would like a blessing, as you
kneel at the altar, please cross your arms so that your right hand is on
your left shoulder and left hand is on your right shoulder. God bless you
for Your understanding.




