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A WELCOME IN JESUS' NAME to all who gather in the Lord’s House today.  You have 

joined with the seen and unseen host of God, around the throne of the Lamb, to be served 

by the Triune God through the preaching of His Word and the administration of the Holy 

Sacraments. Apart from these Means of Grace there are no Christians and there is no 

Church!  Therefore, the entire Liturgy places God at center stage as He acts towards His 

people through the Word and Sacraments to bring His gifts of life and salvation. That is 

why the Liturgy is called “Divine Service” - it is God’s Service to His people!  This service 

reaches its fulfillment in the Lord’s Supper or Sacrament of the Altar. 
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Jesus is the divine Word by whom all things were made, who has become flesh and 

dwells among us. He gives His flesh “for the life of the world,” not only as a sacrifice 

for sin but as “the living bread” from heaven (John 6:51). Eat His flesh and drink His 

blood (John 6:54–57), and no longer walk in the darkness of sin, but walk in His 

light. “Arise from the dead” and live in Him, because you are “light in the Lord” (Eph. 

5:8, 14). Being filled with His Spirit, confess Him to “one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart” 

(Eph. 5:18–19). Fear, love and trust in Him, “and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness” (Josh. 24:14). For He has brought you “out of the house of slavery” by 

His cross and resurrection, and now He does “great signs” in your sight (Josh. 24:17). 

 

 

Prayer before Worship 
 

Almighty God, You bless the earth to make it fruitful, bringing forth in abundance 

whatever is needed for the support of our lives. Prosper the work of farmers and 

all those who labor to bring food to our table. Grant them seasonable weather that 

they may gather in the fruits of the earth in abundance and proclaim Your 

goodness with thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the pastor 

C designates the parts of the liturgy spoken or chanted by the congregation 

 designates the parts of the liturgy where the sign of the cross may be made 

 designates a hymn that ends with a Trinitarian stanza; please stand for the final stanza 
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  Preparation   
 

OPENING HYMN 
 

794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Stand 
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INVOCATION Matthew 28:19-20 

 

The sign of the cross () may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SINS Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; 32:5 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 

eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
 

HOLY ABSOLUTION John 20:19-23 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 

of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 

the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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  SERVICE OF THE WORD   
 

INTROIT Psalm 111:1–5, 9; antiphon: v. 10 
 

The 111th psalm is a psalm of thanks for the people of Israel to sing at the Passover Lamb, 

In this psalm they learn to praise God and give thanks in a fine, short song for all His 

wonderful works, especially for the spiritual authority, priesthood, Passover, Law, Word, 

freedom, justice, the land, help, and other blessings.    [ Reading the Psalms with Luther, p. 269] 

 

A The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a 

good under- | standing.* 

His praise endures for- | ever! 
 

C Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the 

LORD with my | whole heart,* 

in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation. 
 

Great are the works | of the LORD,* 

studied by all who de- | light in them. 
 

Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,* 

and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 
 

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 

the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 
 

He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 
 

He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his                  

covenant for- | ever.* 

Holy and awesome | is his name! 
 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

A The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a 

good under- | standing.* 

His praise endures for- | ever! 
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KYRIE — Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 

C (sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS — Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C (sung) And on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

 we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

 That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. 

 For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

 Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

 art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen 

 

SALUTATION  and  COLLECT OF THE DAY 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (sung) And with thy spirit. 
 

P Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, 

to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow His steps in 

the way that leads to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C (sung) Amen. 

 

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18 
 

 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the 

heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 
2And Joshua said to all the people, . . . 

 14“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put 

away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 
15And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the 

Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to 

serve other gods, 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and 

preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 

passed. 18And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 

land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

A   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 
 

 

 
 
 

A  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl- | edge of God!* 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways!. 

 For from him and through him and to him are | all things.* 

 To him be glory forever. | Amen. 
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Epistle Ephesians 5:6–21 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath 

of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for 

at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 
9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern 

what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 

expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13But 

when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes 

visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper, 

and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 

 15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the 

best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but 

understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 

debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart, 20giving 

thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 

P    This is the Word of the Lord. 

C    Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

ALLELUIA John 6:68 
 

C (sung) Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel John 6:51-69 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

C (sung) Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 [Jesus said:] “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of 

this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

 52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 

flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 

Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever feeds on my flesh and 

drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55For my flesh is true 

food, and my blood is true drink. 56Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in 

me, and I in him. 57As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 

feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, 

not as the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59Jesus said 

these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 

 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen 

to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to 

them, “Do you take offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending 

to where he was before? 63It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no avail. The words that 

I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For 

Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would 

betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is 

granted him by the Father.” 

 66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So 

Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, 

to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69and we have believed, and have 

come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C (sung) Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 

was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
 

696 O God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12 

 

C (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Cast me not away from Thy presence, 

  and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 

  and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

OFFERING  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

 

After each petition: After the final petition: 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, … one God, now and forever. 

C hear our prayer. Amen. 
 

 

  SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT   

 
 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 

 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (sung) And with thy spirit. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C (sung) We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C (sung) It is meet and right so to do. 
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PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary…………………… evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

SANCTUS — Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

C (sung) Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 

 Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory; 

 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is He, blessed is  He, blessed is  He 

  that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

 

P Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 

  Thy kingdom come, 

  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver  us from evil. 

C (sung) For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24 

 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 

PAX DOMINI — The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C (sung) Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI — Lamb of God      John 1:29 

 

C (sung) O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

 that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

 that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

 that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Dear Visitors and Friends:  As the first Christians devoted themselves to the Lord’s 

Supper, they also devoted themselves to the Apostles’ Doctrine (Acts 2:42).  The two went 

hand in hand.  As we devote ourselves to the Lord’s Supper today, we also want to be 

faithful to the Apostles’ Doctrine   
 

For this reason, the congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to 

follow the Biblical and historical practice of “Closed Communion.” If you desire to receive 

the Lord’s Supper and are not a communicant member of Divine Shepherd or a sister 

congregation in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod we respectfully ask that you 

not commune this morning.  Rather, we would invite you to speak with Pastor Zimmer 

about Holy Communion and about becoming a communicant member of this 

congregation.  It is the sincere prayer of this congregation that our careful practice of the 

administration of the Lord’s Supper will not be a hindrance to our fellowship with you but 

instead that it would lead you to appreciate the high regard we have for Christ and His 

Word concerning this precious gift. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION hymns are sung as needed 
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689 Let Me Be Thine Forever 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 

Our hungry mouths from Him receive 

The bread of immortality. 

 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 

His quenching blood that life restores. 

 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 

And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 

To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001069 
Tune: Public domain 
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625 Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISMISSAL 
 

P The eating and drinking of your Savior’s sacred body and blood strengthen and 

preserve you in the one true Christian faith unto life everlasting. Depart in the joy 

of His Peace. 

C Amen. 

NUNC DIMITTIS — Song of Simeon Luke 2:29-32 
 

C (sung) Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 

   according to Thy Word, 

  for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

  which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, 

  a Light to lighten the Gentiles 

   and the Glory of Thy people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

  world without end. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 

 

P Oh, give thanks unto the Lord for He is good, 

C (sung) and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C (sung) Amen. 
 

SALUTATION  and  BENEDICAMUS 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C (sung) And with thy spirit. 
 

P Bless we the Lord.  Psalm 103:1 

C (sung) Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

C (sung) Amen, amen, amen.  

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
 

526 You Are the Way; through You Alone 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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  SOLI  DEO  GLORIA   
 

The Lutheran Church retains ceremonies that underscore and support the Gospel—the good news that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 

alone. Such laudable ceremonies include making the sign of the cross in remembrance of Holy Baptism. Those places in the service where Lutherans have traditionally 

made the sign of the cross are marked with a cross (). 
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“Peter, replying in the name of the church, says: 

‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life. Also we have come to 

believe and know that You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living God’ (John 6:68–69). He 

wanted to show and prove that those who have 

separated themselves from Christ are lost by 

their own fault, but that the church, which 

believes in Christ and firmly holds to what it 

has once learned to know, does not depart from 

Him, and that [therefore] those are the church 

who remain in the house of God. But we see that 

those who have not been planted by the Father 

do not remain firm as a fruit but are sifted by 

the wind of the enemy. Of these John says in his 

letter: ‘They went out from us, but they were 

not of us; for if they had been of us, they would 

have continued with us’ [1 John 2:19]” 

 Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage (b. 210 -d. 258)  


